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Two wrongs 


Last Friday’s controversial decision of the FIA’s Court of Appeal 
body provided eloquent confirmation of what many of us aa 
feared: that the 1976 World Championship of Drivers bears little 
resemblance to reality, and we had’ better just write the thing off 
and sharpen up our hopes for 1977. 

The fact that the court was clearly improperly constituted and 
conducted (see Pit & Paddock) adds all the more to the fervent 
wish of all of us that next year we will not only have a new World 


* Championship, but also a new Commission Sportive Inter- 
nationale. 


There is little doubt in our minds about what the Court of 
Appeal did last week. It restored what the French call /’équité 


‘sportive. We believe that the court dragged Pa dreadful 


arama afair for no other reason than that the had realized 
that the July 5 decision reinstating James Hunt was blatantly 
wrong. Having established that no new evidence was available to 
allow it to reverse its earlier decision, it decided that it had no 
option but to penalize McLaren in the matter of the British Grand 
Prix, thus satisfying both Ferrari and Mclaren as best as it could. 

Impetus to this belief is added by the simple fact that, yet 
again, the Brands Hatch argument seems merely to have been a 
matter of the ites pretation of the rulebook. McLaren saw it one 
way, Ferrari the other. In a situation such as this, there is no con- 
ceivable justification to impose a penalty as severe as total 
exclusion, especially when the World Championship, for Heaven’s 
sake, is in the balance. The Spanish situation, by comparison, was 
crystal clear, a straightforward, proven matter of an illegal car. 
How frustrating for the appeal body that it found itself without 
the grounds for egualityige McLaren from the Spanish GP once 
again, so that it could support the team’s case in the British GP! 

Not even the CSI, though, can seriously believe that in pei 
trating this double-wrong it has made a right, and that Ferrari 
and McLaren are satisfied. No Formula 1 team — no motor racing 
enthusiast — could be satisfied with what has been a truly 
appalling Grand Prix season off the race circuit. As AUTOSPORT 
said two weeks ago, the blame rests firmly at the feet of the CSI: it 
is the CSI’s rules which have showed themselves to be open not 
only to alarmingly free interpretation, but also to misuse by those 
motivated more by business interests than by sporting ones. 

It has now been officially confirmed by the CSI that the rule 
book is being written all over again, but it is no use merely hoping, 
as one member of the Formula 1 Constructors Association did in 
print last week, that ‘‘by the time the European GP season starts 
next Spring we shall have as near a watertight set of regulations 
as possible’. That is the right of any competitor in any sport, and 
the competitor should be in a position to demand it. And sooner 
than next Spring: we all know that the rules are extremely 
ome but Formula 1 motor racine is already sadly tarnished 
by the events of 1976, and more political wrangles in the early 
races of 1977 must be avoided at all costs. No matter how 
complex, we demand the revised regulations by next January: it is 
not impossible, and it is important. 


next week 


Can James Hunt make a dent in Niki Lauda’s newly ratified 17-point 
lead in the World Championship? Pete Lyons reports in next week's 
issue from Mosport Park, the scene of the Canadian Grand Prix — 
Jody Scheckter reports too, from the cockpit of the six-wheel Elf- 
Tyrrell — News of the Finnish invasion of the RAC Championship 
Lindisfarne Rally — Flashback to the great days of Reims, the 
famous Circuit de Champagne — Important new road cars from 
BMW and Renault — Private Ear — Prospects for Watkins Glen* 


cover picture 
Top: After a superb display of teamwork, Jean-Pierre Jabouille 
became the 1976 European Formula 2 Champion at Hockenheim 


last Sunday. Here he leads Rene Arnoux, whom he pipped for the 
title by a single point. Photo: Jeff Hutchinson. 


Bottom: The national hillclimb season came to a close at Harewood 
last Sunday (report: page 47), when the event followed a familiar 
pattern: a fight between Alister Douglas-Osborn’s Pilbeam and the 
1976 national champion Roy Lane’s Fenny Marine (pictured). 
Photo: Bob Cooper. 


*These tems were correct at the time of going to press. 
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Hunt disqualified from 
Brands Hatch victory 


The news that Ferrari had been suc- 
cessful in their bid to have James 
Hunt’s Texaco-Marlboro McLaren 
disqualified from the results of the 
British Grand Prix broke last Friday 
evening, and it was headlines all over 
the country on Saturday. 

The FIA Court of Appeal consist- 
ed of six members, eres 
France, Germany, Spain, Brazil, 
Switzerland and the USA. Also 
— were Ferrari team manager 

aniele Audetto with one lawyer 
representing Ferrari and one repre- 
senting the CSAI, and McLaren 
team owner Teddy Mayer with a 
lawyer representing the RAC. The 
court sat for 11 hours last Friday, 
from 10am to 9pm, a real marathon 
session, the final three hours of 
which were spent by the court in con- 
sidering their verdict. 

The Court of Avpent considered 
not only the Brands Hatch race, but 
also the Spanish Grand Prix result 
from Jarama. Mr P. J. Thomas, the 
lawyer representing the RAC at the 
hearing, told us that the court had 
brought up the Spanish affair with- 
out prior warning to the RAC 
(although we published that inform- 
ation in the issue of AUTOSPORT of 
September 16). After reconsidering 
the matter at length, the court 
decided that its earlier decision 
(taken last July 5), which reinstated 
James Hunt as the Jarama winner, 
was irrevocable in view of the fact 
that there was no new evidence. 

The court then turned to the John 
Player Grand Prix. Ferrari’s case 
stated basically that Hunt’s car had 
been abandoned by its driver, was 
being pushed by mechanics while the 
race was still in progress, and was 
incapable of completing the lap. 
McLaren claimed that Hunt stopped 
only when he saw the red flag —- 
displayed, signalling a complete an 
total stop, that the mechanics only 
— the M23 after the race had 

een officially halted, and that he 
could have completed the lap had he 
felt it necessary. 

After examining the evidence from 
both sides, the court ruled in 
Ferrari’s favour and excluded Hunt 
from the results. This gives Niki 
Lauda the victory at Brands Hatch, 
and increases his championship lead 
to 17 points over the British driver 
(for new F1 World Championship 
table, see Racecard). 


Although everybody in motor 
racing thought that the Spanish 
affair could not be reconsidered by 
the Court of Appeal, it seems that 
the new decision is final, and that 
James Hunt has now only the re- 
motest chance of gaining the 1976 
World Championship title. However, 
the RAC’s lawyer told us that in his 
opinion there were certain irregular- 
ities in the procedures and compo- 
sition of the Court of Appeal itself, 
since the rules are clear that the 
Court of Appeal cannot include a 
member from a country concerned 
with any matter in dispute; addition- 
ally, no warning was formally given 
of the court’s intention to re-examine 
the Spanish controversy. No definite 
decision had been reached by the 
RAC about whether or not to 
attempt to take the matter yet 
further when we closed for press on 
Tuesday. However, Mayer has 
indicated that he now ree the en- 
tire subject of the World Champion- 
ship to be distasteful, and has been 
quoted as saying that motor racing’s 
highest prize has now become -so 
tarnished that Ferrari are welcome 
to it. It is unlikely that McLaren 
would gain from protesting the 
court’s Lag Sp 

Mayer telephoned Hunt in 
Toronto as soon as he heard the 
news, and the British ace was justifi- 
ably upset, making it clear that he 
thought that Ferrari had acted in 
disgraceful fashion, considering that 
it was one of their drivers who 
caused the collision which led to the 
Brands Hatch incidents in dispute. 
Niki Lauda reacted with commend- 
able honesty but revealing harsh- 
ness when he said that he was 
“madly delighted”, a remark which 
brought the kind of condemnation 
from Mayer and Hunt which could 
only have been expected. 


@ The Texaco-Marlboro McLaren 
team will not be taking their new 
M26 chassis to North America for 
Jochen Mass to drive. The reason is 
one of simple logistics, because the 
M26 requires largely different spares 
to those for the M29, and so far the 

erformances of the new car in the 

ands of Jochen Mass have not 
warranted the extra problems of 
transportation. 


The Formula 1 contingent flew out of Gatwick last weekend. 


vet 
Larry Perkins — Brabham offer. 


BT45 for 
Perkins 


As we went to press, Brabham team 


owner Bernie Ecclestone thought it 
“very likely” that his second Martini 
Brabham-Alfa Romeo BT45 
Formula 1 car would be driven in the 
Canadian Grand Prix at Mosport 
Park this weekend by Larry Perkins. 

Ecclestone’s decision to invite 
Perkins to take his place in the team 
alongside Carlos Pace came after the 
Australian’s name had been linked 
with the new Stanley-BRM F1 
project. The former European F3 
champion, whose recent drives for 
the under-financed Boro F1 team 
from Holland have impressed man 
people, was at Silverstone last wee. 
to test the car (along with Pace and 
his fellow-Brazilian Alex Ribeiro). 

Brabhams have freighted two 
BT45 cars (plus a spare tub) to 
Canada, and of course there are 
drives in the offing at Watkins Glen 
and Fuji. We understand that 
neither lf Stommelen, who has 
driven for the team following Carlos 
Reutemann’s departure to Ferrari, 
nor Patrick Neve, who is a Brabham- 
contracted driver, will be offered a 
seat in either of these races. 

French-Canadian Formula Atlan- 
tic revelation Gilles Villeneuve spoke 
with the Brabham team while he was 
in London last week, but it would 
appear that no arrangement was 
concluded for the Quebec driver to 
handle a BT45 in North America. 
Ecclestone told us that no final deci- 
sion had yet been taken as to the 
team’s number 2 driver in the USA 
and Japan. 


edited by Chris Witty 


Lotus hide 
new 78 


The new Lotus 78 John Player 
Special Mk3 Formula 1 car, which is 
still being tested at the team’s 
rivate test circuit at Hethel in 
orfolk, will definitely not be raced 
in 1976. 

Lotus are sticking to their belie/ 
that certain design features of the 7& 
could be copied by other teams, 
Although originally it was planned 
to race the car in North America, the 
team feels that this would have 

iven their rivals ample time tc 
incorporate these features into their 
own cars before the first round of the 
1977 World Championship in 
Argentina on January 9. Accord 
ingly, the 78 will not be officially 
announced until the third week o! 


' December, and it will make its debut 


at Buenos Aires. 

Peter Warr, who recently resignec 
as JPTL team manager in order tc 
accept the offer of a similar positior 
with the new Wolf Racing team fo 
which Jody Scheckter and Chris 
Amon will drive, will remain witl 
Lotus until after the Japanese 
Grand Prix at the end of next month 
Team owner Colin Chapman is 
apparently at present Naval or 
P ns to restructure John Player 

eam Lotus, and as yet has not con 
sidered a replacement for Warr. 


Ford push 
V6 motors 


It seems that the Ford Motor Com: 
any’s Competitions Department at 
oreham intends to take positive 

steps to persuade more teams con: 


testing the ShellSport Europear 
5000 Championship to use the 3.4 
litre “Essex” GA V6 engine. 


It is common knowledge that 
many of these 435bhp engines have 
been built by the Ford Comps 
Department and are unsold, taking 
up storage space at Boreham. Forc 
have apparently made approaches tc 
the leading 5000 chassis manufac 
turers (Lola and Chevron) and are 
offering to sell V6 engines to them ai 
cost price, a saving of about £1500 
In addition, Ford have indicatec 
that they would be willing to offer ¢ 
bonus scheme of about £1300 pei 
race to competitors using thei 
engines. 

The V6 engine was, of course, usec 
this season by David Purley in the 
Lec Refrigeration Chevron B34, witl 
which he recently clinched the Shell 
Sport championship. 


Hunt and 
Watson test 


In a private test session, Jame: 
Hunt and John Watson took thei 
Formula 1 cars round Mosport Parl 
last week in preparation for nex 
weekend’s Canadian Grand Pri 
meeting. The weather was not o1 
their side: always unpredictable ai 
Mosport, it was cold and damp, x 
neither the Mclaren nor the Penski 
put up any meaningful times. 

A spare PC4-model Penske _ ha: 
now been completed and was flow: 
out to Canada on the Formula 1 Con 


structors Association’s charte 

flight earlier this week. 
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Gilles Villeneuve 


Gilles in 
demand 


Gilles Villeneuve, the 24-year-old 
French-Canadian driver, made a 
“secret” visit to London last week to 
discuss his Formula 1 prospects for 
1977, and also the possibility of 
securing a drive at Mosport Park 
next weekend. 

Villeneuve, who recently clinched 
the 1976 Players Canadian Formula 
Atlantic Championship and the 
IMSA Atlantic series, has won nine 
Atlantic events this season from ten 
starts, and on September 5 con- 
vincingly beat Grand Prix stars 
James Hunt, Alan Jones and 
Vittorio Brambilla in the annual 
Trois Rivieres round-the-houses 
Atlantic race in Canada. This victory 
firmly brought him to the attention 
of the Formula 1 team managers, 
and while in London he spoke with 
both the Brabham and McLaren 
teams about next year. 

Although Villeneuve would not, of 
course, be able to take over Jochen 
Mass’s McLaren M28 drive in Mos- 
port Park, it did at one stage seem 
eee that he might drive a 

artini-Brabham BT45 alongside 
Carlos Pace, the seat recently 
vacated by Carlos Reutemann. How- 
ever, it now looks certain that Larry 

_Perkins gets this drive in Canada. 
Villeneuve, who drives a March 76B 
for the Ecurie Canada Atlantic team 
run by former March team manager 
Ray Wardell, will not be seen in a 
Formula 1 March, either, but do not 
discount the possibility of his 
sadn 8 a seat for Mosport Park 
somewhere else. Wolf-Williams? 


Alfa’s G6 
turbo 


Autodelta have confirmed that their 
new Alfa Romeo 33TS12 Group 6 
car, powered by the 1991cc flat-12 
“boxer’’ engine, has been tested and 
will be raced in the 1977 World 
Sports Car Championship series by 
Vittorio Brambilla and Arturo 
Merzario. 

Alfa Romeo should find little 
opposition next year and can expect 
a repeat of their 1975 season, when 
the 3-litre cars of the Willi Kauhsen 
team swept all before them. The 
1977 season will probably be the last 
for Group 6 as a series with “World” 
championship status, since neither 
Porsche nor Alpine-Renault will 
seriously contest any races except 
the Le Mans 24 Hours. The German 
and French teams have confirmed 
that they will be doing the 24 Hours 
with their 1976 cars. 
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Clay Regazzoni is officially “free” to 
leave Ferrari immediately after the 
Japanese Grand Prix on October 24. 
This was announced by the Ferrari 
team last week. although it has still 
not been made clear whether 
Regazzoni wants to move on, and nor 
have the Italians explained why they 
have so drastically broken up a 
winning combination. It has been 
speculated in the Italian press that 
the Swiss driver was given his 
marching orders following the 
Brands Hatch “eliminator” shunt, 
or after the Dutch Grand Prix, which 
the team felt he should have won. 

The Ferrari statement on their 
plans for the rest of the season and 
the future of Regazzoni reads as 
follows: 


Scuderia Ferrari has decided to 
Participate in the Grands Prix of 
Canada, the USA and Japan with 
two cars driven by Lauda and 


Regazzoni. 
Scuderia Ferrari has also ex- 
amined the request of Clay 


Regazzoni for a prompt definition of 
his future prospects. Scuderia 
Ferrari has informed him that he can 
consider himself free after the three 
races which remain in the calendar, 
that is to say ag the expiration of 
his contract on December 81, 1976. 
All other decisions relative to the 
1977 sporting programme will be 
made after the Japanese Grand Prix. 


Confirmation that reorganization of 
swingeing proportions is taking 
place at the CSI, with particular 
reference to the regulations as pub- 
lished in the FIA Year Book. The 
youthful (30-year-old) new Secretary 
General of the CSI, Frenchman 
Yvan Leon, has stated his view that 
it is of vital importance to get order 
back into the regulations, and has 
said that at present he is engaged in 
detail analysis of the various cham- 
pionship rules, with a complete 
revision of the infamous Appendix J 
next on the agenda. In the long term, 
the CSI will be totally restructured, 
and attention is being given to a re- 
think of all the commission’s 
procedures. 

Meanwhile, in Britain, the lack of 
control of Formula 1 racing was 
recently severely criticized in an 
open letter published in The Times 


In preparation for his 1977 Formula 
5000 season in the USA, Kiwi Chris 
Amon will drive the ex-Guy Edwards 
Lola T332 for Sid Taylor in the forth- 
coming final round of the 1976 
SCCA/USAC championship, _ at 
Riverside in California on October 
17. 


Amon, of course, is also driving 
the Formula 1 Wolf-Williams FWO5 
in the remaining 1976 Grands Prix. 
While in the USA, he will decide 
which Formula 5000 chassis he will 
run next year in the blue-and-gold 
colours of Wolf Racing, for whom he 
will also be carrying out considerable 
F1 test/development driving with 
the new Wolf-Ford. 

Amon has recently been testing 
the current Williams at Silverstone 
and Brands Hatch. Several detail 
changes have been made to the car 


as a result of his expertise, including 
fairly major alterations to the front 


Ferrari release Clay 


We understand that the decision 
to run only two of their 312T2 cars in 
the final three races could be subject 
to review, in that Carlos Reutemann, 
who made his debut for Ferrari at 
Monza, might be entered in a third 


‘car in the USA and/or Japan should 


team leader Niki Lauda have 
clinched the World Championship 
title beforehand. Meanwhile, 


Rétitemann is being kept very busy 
by Ferrari with the continuous test 
development programme at the 
Fiorano test track. 

As to Regazzoni’s future, one can 
only speculate. Clay is not, as was at 
one time believed, keen to retire, and 
for their part his Marlboro and 
Etienne Aigner sponsors are enthusi- 
astic about continuing their rela- 
tionship with him into 1977. Not 
long ago, the Texaco-Marlboro 
McLaren team were said to be 
interested in replacing Jochen Mass 
with Regazzoni, but it is not now 
thought that recent events would en- 
courage a happy atmosphere within 
the team. ... Although there has 
been a rumour about the Swiss 
driving for March, it seems more 
likely that he will end up by joining 
Carlos Pace at Martini-Brabham, 
who are also known to have expres- 
sed interest in Regazzoni in spite of 
the recent wooing of comingmen 
Larry Perkins and Alex Ribeiro. Alfa 
Romeo, certainly, would be keen to 
have Clay in the team. 


CSI reorganization 


by John Blunsden, the paper’s motor 
racing correspondent. The letter 
prompted an immediate reaction 
rom Sir Clive Bossom, the Chair- 
man of the RAC’s Motor Sport 
Council and Vice-Chairman of the 
FIA. In his reply, Sir Clive con- 
firmed that the RAC’s Basil Tye has 
been given the responsibility for 
overseeing Grand Prix circuit safety 
by the CSI, and that the commission 
is at present considering proposals 
to create a similar new position, 
making one CSI representative 
responsible for all regulations. Sir 
Clive also confirmed that the 
“Yellow Book’’ is being completely 
overhauled, and strongly denied 
Blunsden’s assertion that there is a 
struggle for control between the CSI 
and the Formula 1 Constructors 
Association. 


Amon for Riverside 5000 


suspension geometry. These have 
enabled Chris to slice a full second 
off his previous best times round the 
Brands Hatch club circuit, and he 
feels that he can get into the 1m 20s 
bracket at Silverstone, although 
when he tested there (last Thursday) 
the circuit was damp. Emerson 
Fittipaldi was also in Northampton- 
shire with the Copersucar-Fittipaldi, 
and the Williams was a mite quicker. 


Amon, who will make up a two-car 
Wolf-Williams team in Canada, the 
USA and Japan with Arturo 
Merzario, is fairly confident that he 
will be able to qualify the FWO5 
much higher up the grid than of late. 
Meanwhile, Harvey Postlethwaite is 
getting to an advanced stage with 
the design of the new Wolf which 
Jody Scheckter will drive, and the 
team hopes to have the car ready for 
testing at the end of November. 


Frank Williams — VPJ deal? 


Williams 
on his own? 


It is reliably reported that Frank 
Williams intends to continue 
running his Formula 1 team, 
independently of Walter Wolf, and 
for the 1977 season has purchased 
for £60,000 the entire Parnelli F1 
project, Sean: the chassis which 
Mario Andretti last raced at Long 
Beach, and all the spares. The 
Parnelli and all its gear has been 
languishing at the VPJ team’s 
former Griston, Norfolk, head- 
quarters and has been for sale since 
uly. The Parnelli has scored a 
championshi joint this year 
(Andretti finished sixth at Kyalami), 
and if the report is correct this would 
presumably. strengthen Williams’s 
opes of remaining in the Formula 1 
Constructors Association under the 
Frank Williams Racing title. If 
Williams does split from Wolf in this 
way, the Wolf Racing team would 
definitely be outside the FICA. 


Ferrari test 
new G5 car 


The interest in the 1977 World 
Championship of Makes which is 
curtently bemg shown by circuit 
romoters will be further enhanced 
the news that the Group 5 
“Sithouette” Ferrari 308 GTB4 car 
has been testing recently at Fiorano, 
Ferrari's private test track. 
However, although the Scuderia at 
one time seriously considered 
building three of these mouth- 
watering cars for the 1976 Group 5 
series, present plans at Maranello 
allow for an entry into the Makes 
series in 1978. It is believed that 
lans exist for three cars to race, one 
in the colours of the works team, and 
one each in the liveries of Maranello 
Concessionaires (the British Ferrari 
importers) and the North American 
Racing Team (NART). 


Pryce stays 


The 27-year-old Welsh hope Tom 
Pryce has signed to remain with 
Shadow until the end of the 1979 
season, it is widely reported after 
turning down an offer from Lotus. 
Although the Swiss cigarillo manu- 
facturers Tabatip will not sponsor 
the team in any of the final three 
Grands Prix of the season, they have 
reached agreement with Shadow for 
considerable part-sponsorship of the 
1977 Formula 1 programme, and we 
understand that Shadow hope to 
sign up with another sponsor in the 
near future. 


Teddy Yip, the wealthy Hong Kong 
businessman and motor racing en- 
thusiast, will be the entrant and 
sponsor of a Formula 1 car in the 
Japanese Grand Prix at Fuji on 
October 24. 

The car is the works Surtees TS19 
of Aussie Alan Jones. The team’s 
agreement with the Durex contra- 
ceptive sponsors does not extend to 
Fuji, and the car will be entered 
under the banner of Team Surtees/ 
Theodore Racing, the latter being 
the partnership formed between Yip 
and Sid Taylor. Earlier this year, Yip 
and Taylor came to a_ similar 
arrangement with March, when 
Ronnie Peterson and Hans Stuck 
drove the 761s in Theodore Racing 
livery in the USA Grand Prix West 
at Long Beach. 

It is not certain that Brett Lunger, 
whose contract with Surtees expires 
before Japan, will drive the Chester- 


BRSCC move confirmed 


The BRSCC’s move to Brands Hatch 
is on. This is the news that comes 
from the front pase of the British 
Racing News, the BRSCC’s organ. 
They confirm that they are accept- 
ing John Webb’s offer of accommo- 
dation at the circuit, and that most 
of the staff would be moving down 
there early in the new year. 

We epoke to Peter Browning the 
BRSCC’s executive director early 
this week about the move. He 
was at pains to point out that the 
move was in fact a good one in that 
the other primary race organizers, 
the BRDC and BARC both have 
their respective bases in Silverstone 
and Thruxton, and as organizers of 
80 to 90 per cent of the meetings 
os galt at MCD circuits, it was 
only right that the BRSCC’s tie-up 
should be with MCD. And when 
liaison between race organizer and 
og een falls down, the result (as 

as been seen twice this year) is 
disastrous. 

However, he emphasised that the 
club would still retain freedom in 
that they’d still be free to organize. 
and go where they want in terms of 
venue for race meetings. 

But the club’s move will not mean 
that Peter Browning himself will be 
moving to Brands. The idea is that 
Ann Bradshaw, Jane Partington and 
Peter Copper, as race organizers will 
be moving to Brands, while he will 
retain a small office in London. It is 
important, despite rising costs of 
accommodation in London, to have 
headquarters in London, said 


TIME FOR THE RACE...LETS PUT THE PETROLIN. 
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field TS19 at Fuji, while Henri 
Pescarolo, who is racing at Mosport 
and Watkins Glen, will definitely not 
be going to Japan. However, 
although one might assume that a 
drive in a second Surtees might have 
been arranged for Yip’s long-time 
protege Vern Schuppan, the 
Australian is not available for Fuji. 
Schuppan will be driving for 
Theodore Racing in the Macau 
Grand Prix on November 13/14. 
Vern will handle the team’s Ralt- 
Hart as team-mate to Jones, who will 
drive their 1975-winning March- 
Hart. The team also hopes to reach 
agreement with the Australian 
organizers of the forthcoming 
Rothmans Formula 5000 series for 
Jones to contest the championshi 
with the Theodore Lola 1T332C. 
Jones will also, of course, drive the 
T332C-Bartz as team-mate to Chris 
Amon at Riverside on October 17. 


Browning. Thus to offload the main 
cost of accommodation by re-signing 
their shortening lease- at Empire 
House is important, but to retain a 


headquarters whence liaison with’ 


their important centres can take 
place, is also of importance. Brown- 
ing himself, with an expanding 
family and other ties, could not move 
to Brands anyway. 


Browning will continue to organize 
the Tour of Britain, which, he says, 
is becoming more and more of a fall 
time job. At the same time, this 
allows him to visit the club’s all im- 
portant ‘centres, and from his 

ndon base, he sees it as quite ad- 
vantageous to look at the motor 
racing scene as a whole, rather than 
be so involved as to be channeled 
into looking at his own realms. 

Browning also emphasised the im- 
portance of being “on the spot” 
where competitors are concerned. At 
Brands, Britain’s busiest circuit, 
they will be able to see competitors 
testing and will be easily available to 
those competitors. It’s possible that 
they may me involved with 
Motor Racing Stables at some stage. 


The bare bones of the move in- 
volve a new office block that is to be 
constructed at Brands in the near 
future which will house the MCD 
staff and a new clubhouse, while the 
BRSCC staff will move into the 
current MCD offices. However, while 
the office accommodation is “more 
than adequate”, the details still have 
to be finalised. 


HMMM... | HOPE THATS... 


Flammini 
to March? 


We understand that Hans Stuck has 
re-signed with March Engineering to 
drive in the 1977 Formula 1 team, 
but that the Beta Tools sponsored 
operation for Vittorio Brambilla is 


unlikely to be continued next year.. 


The Bicester team’s second driver 
looks likely to be Italian: the name of 
F2 March man Maurizio Flammini 
has been connected with the 1977 F1 
programme (Flammini would 
apparently be in a position to bring 
Texaco and Scaini money with him), 
while March have also of course got 
an option on the services of their F3 
star Bruno Giacomelli. 

Meanwhile, both Brambilla and 
Flammini are in the running to drive 
a March 76A for Doug Shierson’s 
American Formula 5000 team in the 
forthcoming final round of the series 
at Riverside on October 17. 
Brambilla recently drove a March 
76B for Shierson’s Sony-sponsored 


Atlantic team in the round-the’ 


houses classic at Trois Rivieres, 
finishing fourth having won the 
event in 1975. 


Hunt tribute 


“Tribute to James Hunt’ is the 
name being given to the Brands 
Hatch meeting to be held on Nov- 
ember 7, the date of the BRSCC’s 
Formula Ford Festival and final 
round of the ShellSport 5000 
meeting. 

The meeting is so titled because, as 
John Webb, MCD’s managing direc- 


tor, says, “We feel that admirers’ 


from all over Britain would like to 
have the opportunity to show sup- 
port for James after the CSI’s deci- 
sion to deprive him of his victory 
over Niki Lauda in the British Grand 
Prix’’. Most important, perhaps, is 
that James will be there in person to 
sign autographs and give rides 
around the circuit. He will also 
receive a special award for out- 
standing performances in the Grand 
Prix events of 1976, and will give the 


McLaren M26 its UK public debut 


with some demonstration laps. 

MCD have announce: 
special prices for the meeting, £2 for 
adults and 50p for children with no 
extra charges for paddock entrance. 
Furthermore, those who book in ad- 
vance will receive free seats in the 
Grandstand, which will otherwise 
cost £1 on the day. 


catchpole 


... PENSKE’ FIVE STAR YOU ARE PUTTING IN, 


some’ 


MR: ea eI & patideck 
More F1 for Teddy Yip 


Norris back 
Fl Ensign 


Tissot, the Swiss watch makers wh 
entered Formula 1 racing a: 
sponsors of the RAM Racin; 
rabham team at the beginning o 
this season, and whose attractivi 
blue-and-yellow livery appeared or 
Jacky Ickx’s Ensign at Monza, wil 
sponsor the Ensign team for thi 
remaining Grands Prix of 1976, anc 
are considering proposals for 1977. 
However, for the United State: 
Grands Prix at Watkins Glen, Ickx’; 
‘Ensign will race in the red colours o: 
Norris Industries (a deal arranged b 
Chris Amon before he left the Coats 
Norris, who currently back Buddy 
Baker’s Torino in NASCAR racing 
financed Jack McCormack’s Talor 
Formula 5000 programme in which 
Amon participated last season 
Tissot will be secondary sponsors o! 
the Ensign at Watkins Glen. 
@ The word at Hockenheim was thai 
the 19-year-old American coming 
man Eddie Cheever might be seen ai 
‘the wheel of a Shadow DN5 in th 
US Grand Prix at Watkins Glen or 
October 10, although Shadow team 
manager Alan Rees reacted ir 
“News to me” style when we spoke 
to him about it at the beginning o! 
the week. 
@ Along with Watkins Glen, who rar 
a round of the Group 5 Worlc 
Championship of Makes in 1976 
four more American circuits have 
applied for dates to run “Silhouette’ 
rounds next year. They are River: 
side, Mid-Ohio, Daytona and 
Sebring. 
@ Remember that Toronto is five 
-hours behind us, so next Sunday’: 
Canadian Grand Prix at Mosport 
Park will start at 19.30 BST. 
@ Rolla Vollstedt, who has had a 
mixed USAC racing season with his 
female protege Janet Guthrie, is 
planning to buy a 1976-series Wild: 
cat Mk2 USAC car (as currently 
driven in the USA by Wally Dallen: 
bach and Gordon Johncock) in which 
Ms Guthrie will be trying to live up 
to the name in 1977. 
@ In the absence (because of ’flu) of 
Australian Surtees regular Alan 
Jones, Belgian former F3 ace Patrick 
Neve tested suspension modifica- 
tions on a TS19 for Team Surtees at 
Goodwood last week. 
@ The questtnns for the special 
subject of a competitor in last week’s 
BBC1 television show Mastermind 
(on “The Colleges of Cambridge 
University”) were set by one Louis 
T. Stanley. 


NOT McLAREN FIVE STAR . 


Ronnie Grant, best-placed Briton at Hockenheim in his FSV Taurus. 


Mika’s sixth FSV victory 


a gece the Formula 2 races at 
Hockenheim last Sunday was the 
eighth arfd final round of the VW 
Gold Cup, the tH ae Super Vee 
ng aS which was clinched 
by Mika Arpiainen at the recent 
Silverstone Tourist Trophy meeting. 
Driving the Salora TV sponsored 
works Veemax, the new champion 
scored another flag-to-flag victory 
from pole position, his sixth of the 
series. 

In qualifying, the closest to the 
Finn’s 2m 17.6s pole time was Ger- 
man Axel Plankenhorn in the SAC 
Racing team’s Lola 1326, the 
replacement chassis for the one writ- 
ten off in practice at Silverstone 
(2:18.3). Next came another German, 
Dieter Engel in his_self-prepared 
Kaimann (2:18.5), closely followed by 
Swede Kennerth Persson (Kaimann- 
Schrick), Josef Kaufmann ATS Lola- 
Beogeer 1324/6) and Eje Elgh 
(ATS Lola-Jaktlund T324). 

Arpiainen led from the start in his 
Jaktlund-powered car, and soon 
built up a small cushion to a huge 
gaggle disputing second place in- 
clu ing. Engel, Persson, Planken- 
horn, Kaufmann, Peter Scharmann 
in the Warsteiner Toj-Heidegger 
SVO1 and Manfred Trint in another 
ATS Lola. Trint spun trying to pass 


Wollek and Heyer again 


Another event in a busy weekend at 
Hockenheim was a round of the 
German Bilstein Trophy series for 
Group 4 cars and 1975-spec Group 2 
racers. The event was run over 20 
laps (84.37 miles), and was split as 
usual into two divisions (up to and 
over 2 litres). 

The newly crowned European GT 
Champion, Toine Hezemans, quali- 
fied his regular Georg Loos Teber- 
num Porsche Turbo RSR on the pole 
(2m 11.3s) with Reinhardt Stenzel in 
the similar Jagermeister/Max Moritz 
car (2:11.9) and Bob Wollek in his 
Vaillant Kremer Team — 
(2:12.1) just behind, followed by Tim 
Schenken in the second Tebernum 
RSR and Helmut Kelleners in the 
second Jaermeister car. Further 
back, the Evertz RSRs of Leo Kin- 
nunen and Egon Evertz himself were 
split Le 4 artwig Bertrams in 
another Valliant Porsche. : 

The first half of the race saw a 
superb battle for the lead between 
Stenzel, Wollek and Hezemans, but 
Wollek took over the running at half- 
distance and pulled clear. Hezemans 
managed to get past Stenzel, but by 
then was unable to make any im- 
pression on Wollek, who won by 
5.7secs in 44m 21.2s, at 114.09mph. 
Stenzel lost touch with Hezemans 
with a late-race “moment”, but was 
solidly third 3.3secs clear of 


oe 


Engel and a the nose of his 
7324, dropping back considerably, 
and later Engel and Persson fell out. 
All the squabbling over second place 
allowed Arpiainen to get well clear 
by half-distance, and at the end he 
was able to ease right up, keepin 
just half a second between himself 
and second man Scharmann, who de- 
feated Plankenhorn by a tenth in a 
hectic dash to the line. 

Kaufmann fell awa 
two in the second half of the 15-lap 
(63.28-mile) race, and almost saw his 
fourth place gobbled up by another 
Finn, Markku Wekara in a second 
works Veemax. Frank Lampe (Lola- 
Jaktlund) just held off Eugen 
Pfisterer (Kaimann-Bergman) for 
sixth place, while Elgh had a disap- 
poms race, finishing tenth just 

ehind Jean Johansson (Brabham) 
and Daniel Mercenaries (Royale). 

From Britain, Bruce Venn, Ronnie 


Grant, Peter White and Olly 
Hollamby made the trip to Hock- 
enheim, but the only two of these 


drivers to finish were Grant (18th in 
his Volkspares Taurus) and 
Hollamby (20th in his Crosslé). 
Arpiainen, who also set fastest lap at 
2m 18.4s, 109.68mph, won in 35m 
0.8s at an average of 108.43mph. Of 
the 30 starters, 21 finished. 


Schenken in fourth place. Further 
back, Kelleners was always in front 
of Kinnunen and came in fifth, with 
Bertrams seventh ahead of Claude 
Haldi in the third Valliant car, which 
was lapped. 

The Division 2 event, as usual, was 
a Hans Heyer benefit match. Havin 

ualified his Castrol team Zakspee 

scort RS comfortably fastest in the 
class (by 1.7secs), Heyer played 
around for a while with Jorg Ober- 
moser (Warsteiner/GS Tuning BMW 
2002), Albrecht Krebs (BMW 2002), 
Armin (younger brother of Hubert) 
Hahne in another Zakspeed Escort 
and Werner Schommers in_ his 
Escort. Hayer was allowing Ober- 
moser to “lead” when the War- 
steiner BMW dropped out, and all 
challenge went out of the window 
when Hahne, who had qualified 
second and was impressive all week- 
end, retired when a rear tyre blew. 
Heyer then decided not to play any 
more and pulled clear of Schommers 
to win by 35secs at 106.63mph, with 
Jorg Denzel in another BMW 
beating Krebs, who was lapped by 
the end, for third place. 

Wollek set a new Hockenheim GT 
lap record of 2m 11.4s yearn 
while Heyer (whose win puts hi 
even further ahead in the champion- 
ship points table) set a 2-litre record 
of 2m 19.8s (108.62mph). 
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EUROPEAN 
FORMULA 2 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


a 


Driver 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille 
Rene Arnoux 
Patrick Tambay 
Michel Leclere 
Alex Ribeiro 
Maurizio Flammini 
Giancarlo Martini 
Hans Binder 
Eddie Cheever 
Roberto Marazzi 
Keijo poses 
12 Willy Deutsc 
Klaus Ludwig 
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17 Hans Heyer 
Francois Migault 
Jean-Pierre Jaussaud 
Freddy Kottulinsky 
Markus Motz 
Alberto Colombo 
Rolf Stommelen 
Giorgio Francia 
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No hard feelings: eased out of the European F2 title by brilliant team tacti 
Rene Arnoux (left) congratulates winner Jean-Pierre Jabouille (right) a 
Michel Leclere. 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
OF MAKES (G6) 
Final Table 
3 3 
$ “ 
LJ Hy c < 
3&2 § 38 Pa 
Manufacturers 3 i — Ga Z 5 Oo 2 
1 Porsche 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 100(140)* 
2. Alpine-Renault — 15 — 215 15 — 47 
3 Osella — 10 10 15— — 12 47 
4 Lola 1% 3 6=—= 6 8— 40 
5 March 10 1312 4-—- —- 30 
6 Chevron me 2 dy 2 oe 8 23 
7 Alfa Romeo ~— 18 — = = = 15 
8 Mirage - = = 2 1 = = 12 


etc. 
*Best 5 of 7 results. 


EUROPEAN 


VW GOLD CUP 
FORMULA SUPER VEE 
x 

CHAMPIONSHIP ws EP e 

eessi i: 
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Ere tiis 

Driver Nat 2 = Ss tZ2as = 

1 Mika Arpiainen SF — 20 — 20 20 20 20 20 1; 
2 Peter Scharmann D 8 10 20 — 15 10 15 15 | 
3 Kennerth Persson $ 203121210 — 8 — ( 
4 Dieter Engel D 10 1215 26 6 — = | 
5 Axel Plankenhorn D —- 15 6—- — 1 — 12 ‘ 
6 Bror Jaktlund Ss —- 8— — 12 12 12 —- 


etc 


Cale makes 
it a treble 


Following his victories at Richmond 
and Dover Downs, Cale Yarborough 
made it three in a row when he won 
the 25th round of the 30-race 
Winston-sponsored NASCAR Grand 
National Championship at Martins- 
ville, Virginia, last Sunday. 

Scheduled for 500 laps of the tight 
half-mile track, the Old Dominion 
500 was in fact “flagged off’’ after 
340 laps because of the rain. Darrell 
Waltrip again qualified the Gatorade 
Chevrolet Chevelle on the pole (at a 
speed of Se emph, which gives an 
indication of just how tight Martins- 
ville is), and the race was always be- 
tween him and Yarborough in the 
similar Holly Farms Chevelle. Wal- 
trip led initially, but Yarborough, 
who had qualified fourth, was soon 
up and at him. The pair took turns at 
map but when the chequered fla 
was shown Yarborough had an ad- 
vantage of 14secs, having led over 
the line 274 times out of the 340. It 
was Yarborough’s eighth win of the 
pean. extending his championship 
lead. 

Waltrip was unchallenged in 
second place, for the third man 
home, Buddy Baker in the Norris In- 
dustries Ford Torino, was two laps 
down, with five times champion 
Richard Petty on the the same lap in 
fourth place with the STP Dodge. 
Fifth, another two laps down, was 
Benny Parsons in the First National 
City Chevelle, while Richard Brooks 
in the Truxmore Torino was six laps 
away from the winner in sixth place. 

David Marcis again qualified the 
K&K Insurance Dodge well (second 
quickest), but the car broke a fanbelt 
in the race, while of the other leadin 
drivers both Bobby Allison an 
David Pearson also struck trouble. 
Allison qualified the Penske Mer- 
cury third fastest, but blew the en- 
gine; the Penske team got down to 
installing a new unit, and were well 
into the job when the race was stop- 
ped. Pearson, seeking his tenth win 
of the GN series at Martinsville, 
qualified fifth but suffered a couple 
of punctures which dropped him well 
behind. In his efforts to make up the 
time lost, he drove the Purolator 
Mercury very hard, and 30 laps 
before the end of the shortened race 
he ran out of brakes. 

Yarborough now has 3865pts by 
the complex NASCAR score system 
to the 3786 of Petty. Next comes 
Parsons (3584), Allison (3542), 
Marcis (3313) and Chevelle driver 
Lennie Pond (3198). 


WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
(FORMULA 1) 


Driver 

Niki Lauda 
James Hunt 
Jody Scheckter 
Clay Regazzoni 
Patrick Depailler 
Jacques Laffite 
John Watson 
Jochen Mass 
Ronnie Peterson 
Gunnar Nilsson 
Tom Pryce 

Mario Andretti 
Carlos Pace 
Hans Stuck 

Alan Jones 
Carlos Reutemann 
Emerson Fittipaldi 
Chris Amon 

Rolf Stommelen 
Vittorio Brambilla 


1 
4 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
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Kevin Bartlett — hard-earned second place at Oran Park. 


Lola sweep at Oran Park 


Lola T400s finished 1-2-3-4 in the 
second round of the Australian Gold 
Star Formula 5000 series at Oran 
Park on September 19, Max Stewart 
winning from Kevin Bartlett, John 
Leffler and Bruce Allison. 

Stewart qualified his 400-Chev on 
the pole with a lap round the 1.62- 
mile circuit in 1m 5.5s with the win- 
ner of the first round at Surfers 
Paradise, John Goss, alongside 
having taken the Citizen Watches 
Matich-Repco A53 round in 1:6.0. 
Behind them on the 16-car grid were 
Allison (1:7.0) and John McCormack 
in his Leyland P76-engined McLaren 
M23 (1:7.3). Having missed practice, 
Bartlett had to start his ShellSport 
T400 from the back. 

Goss led from the start of the 46- 
lap (74.52-mile) race, challenged by 
Stewart, with Leffler and Allison 
next up. Bartlett aul worked his 
way up the field and past 
McCormack into fifth place, and at 
half-distance the McLaren’s engine 


Hunt leads 


The Tarmac British Racing Champ- 
ionship is being comfortably led by 
James Hunt, who looks more or less 
certain to add the £2000 first prize to 
his 1976 money earnings. David 
Purley, lying in second place ahead 
of Alan Jones, has already had to 
drop points. The leading ten 
postions after the weekend of 
ptember 18/19 are as follows: 


1, James Hunt, 314pts; 2, David Purley, 163; 3, 
Alan Jones, 136; 4, Vern Schuppan, 122: 5, John 
Watson, 120; 6, Damien Magee, 111; 7, Tom 
Rive 110; 8, Derek Bell, 69; 9, Keith Holland and 
John Fitzpatrick, 67; etc. 


South Africa 
USA West 
Belgium 
Monaco 
Sweden 
France 
Britain 
Germany 


Spain 
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dropped a valve. Stewart took over 
the lead for good on lap 26, because 
then the transmission of the Matich 
failed and forced Goss’s retirement. 
Bartlett was able to pass first 
Allison and then Leffler to claim 
second place, but he could not chal- 
lenge Stewart for the lead, losing out 
by 3secs at the finish after a fine 
drive. Behind Leffler and Allison, 
Garrie Cooper brought his Ansett 
Team Elfin-Chev MR8 into fifth 
place. 

Leffler’s second place in the first 
round and his third place at Oran 
Park put him into the championship 
lead with 10pts from Stewart and 
Goss (9), Bartlett (6) and Stephen 
Fraser (Cicada-Chev, 4). 


@ Driving a Ford Escort RS2000, 
Eric Hoyer has clinched the Danish 
Touring Car Championship for 
Group 1 cars. The runner-up is the 
Swedish driver Bo Emanuelsson 
(Chevrolet Camaro). 


Ten races in 
US series 


The recent upwards swing of the 
popularity of the American Formula 
5000 Championship, which is 
currently being led by the reigning 
champion, Britain’s Brian Redman, 
is reflected in the latest news of 
plans of the 1977 series. The SCCA 
and USA organizers are hoping to 
run a championship with ten qualify- 
ing rounds next year, and are talking 
with two big sponsors who are 
interested in backing it financially. 


Austria 
Holland 
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the Glen 


Due to the close proximity of th 
USA Grand Prix with the Canadia 
Grand Prix (just seven days), w 
would like to remind readers tha 
they should make their entries £ 
the AUTOSPORT Moet et Chandoi 
Grand Prix Competition for Watkin 
Glen as soon as possible afte 
Mosport, if not before. As usual, th 
entrant who selects the correc 
winner and comes closest to hi 
average speed will be the winner, an 
will receive a magnum of th 
delicious Moet champagne. As , 
guide, Niki Lauda's Ferrari won las 
year’s race, run in cool and cloud: 
conditions, at an average speed a 
116.10mph. Entries, on a postcar 
piedae to AUTOSPORT ditoria 

epartment, Regent House, 54-6 
Regent Street, London WIA 2YJ, ti 
reach us not later than Frida 
October 8. The closing date for you 
Mosport entries is  tomorrou 
(October 1), and the result of this on 
will be published in next week’ 
issue. 


German Bilstein GT trophy (G4 & '75 spec G2 
(final positions): 1, Hans Heyer, 160 points: 2 
Klaus Ludwig, 115; 3, Bob Wollek, 114; 4, Jor; 
Obermoser, 95; 5, Tim Schenken, 86; 6, Toin 
Hezemans, 85; 7, Helmut Kelleners, 77; 8, Rein 
hardt Stenzel, 76; 9, Werner Schommers, 72; 10 
Jurgen Neuhaus, 62 pts, etc. 

Citicorp American USAC Championship (leadin; 

positions after 11 rounds): 1, Johnny Rutherfor 
3790 points; 2, Gordon Johncock, 3680; 3, Wall) 
Dallenbach, 2765; 4, Al Unser, 2440: 5, Miki 
Mosley, 2120; 6, Bobby Unser, 2080; 7, A. J. Foyt 
1680; 8, Thom Sneva, 1570; 9, Johnny Parsons 
980; 10, ‘Pancho’ Carter, a e. etc. 
_ Camel American IMSA GT Championship (lead 
ing positions after 13 rounds): 1, Al Holbert, 18% 
points; 2, Peter Greggs, 150; 3, Jim Busby, 145 
4, Mike Keyser, 92; 5, George Dyer, 84; 6, Johr 
Gunn, 45 pts, etc. 

American IMSA Formula Atlantic Championshit 
(leading positions after five rounds): 1, Gille: 
Villeneuve*, 80 points; 2,Tom Klausler, 35 
3, Elliott Forbes-Robinson, 30; 4, Bobby Brown 
29; 5, Price Cobb, 25 pts, etc. *1976 champion. 


Is this you? 


AUTOSPORT needs a new Assistant 
Advertisement Manager. If you have 
proven selling ability, can accept 
responsibility, and are young, hard- 
working and ambitious, you'll earn 
well over £3000 in your first year. 
Interested? Write to Derek Redfern 
at Regent House, and tell him about 
yourself. 
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The sting In 


the tail? 


NIGEL ROEBUCK discusses 
Canadian GP prospects 


This stage of the season frequently chucks up 
some strange things, unusual results, unexpected 

erformances. The end of term approaches, the 
eepom races are all through, and there is some- 
thing refreshing about the atmosphere on the 
other side of the water. Much of the silly season 
has already been settled, contracts have been 
signed, in many cases the air has been cleared, 
and lots of drivers will be approaching these last 
three races with a light heart. 

Lots of them, but not all. At last the word is 
out, folks. The days of the Lauda-Hunt Mutual 
Admiration Society are at an end. Following the 
highly controversial British GP decision, Niki 
overreacted somewhat by announcing that he was 
“madly delighted”. James responded tartly by 
saying “Niki only thinks of one thing, and that is 
Niki”. Curious words from one who clearly 
expected Tom Pryce to drive off the road at 
Monza to let The Presence through. . . . 

Only two Ferraris will be running for the North 
American races. Following his stunning perform- 
ance at Monza, we can expect Niki Lauda to be 
right back at the front at Mosport this weekend. 
Two years ago — the last time the race was run — 
Niki dominated with the B3 but dropped it near 
the end after going through someone else’s debris. 
‘The year before, he left everyone behind in the 
very wet early stages with the BRM P160! Bad 
weather is frequently a feature of the Mosport 
race, and in such conditions 12 cylinders are much 
nicer than eight. Backing him up will be Clay 
Regazzoni, now oo the end of his career 
with Ferrari, to the general regret of just about 
everybody. Uncle Clay has scored a win and three 
seconds this year — a pretty enviable record for a 
number two, I should have thought — but it has 
not been enough for the Maranello hierarchy. 
Regazzoni was a fine second in Canada two years 
ago and will be out to show Montezemolo & Co 
that they are making a mistake. The Italian 
public, they don’t need to be told... . 

It has been said that Regazzoni may drive a 
McLaren next season, and while such a combin- 
ation seems utterly incongruous, stranger things 
have happened. Secondly, Hunt’s team-mate will 
not be Jochen Mass, and the German will be try- 
ing hard to show that he justifies inclusion in one 
of the top teams. The team is not taking the M26 
across the water, both drivers concentrating on 
the well-proven M23s. Hunt has been out there 
testing for some time and it goes without sayin, 
that he will be right up there, particularly wit 
the added needle of last weekend's events. 

Carlos Pace has threatened to be competitive — 
really competitive — for most of the season, but 
somehow it hasn’t quite happened. The Brabham- 
Alfa still breaks up with regularity, but none can 
doubt the Brazilian’s determination. Mosport, 
however, is unlikely to suit the car. Backing him 
up almost certainly will be Larry Perkins, whose 
performances in the Boro Ensign have been re- 
markable of late. This could be Larry’s big break, 
and let’s hope he makes the best of it. But what of 
Patrick Neve? 

For the March team, Ronnie Peterson’s tail will 
be right up after Monza. At Mosport five years 
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ago, the Swede really came of age as a GP driver, 
leading Stewart for a long way in appalling con- 
ditions and finally coming in a strong second. 
Another good result on Sunday? n’t be 
surprised. Vittorio Brambilla has been staying on 
the road more recently, but all the zest of last year 
seems to have gone and sadly it seems that his F1 
career is coming to a close. Hans Stuck? Who 
knows? He might qualify fourth or 24th. 

Never, ever can the Elf-Tyrrell team be over- 
looked. Scheckter is off to richer pastures next 
year and will be one of the “light-hearted” brigade 
at Mosport. Both he and Patrick Depailler went 
really hard at Monza and both will be in the lead- 
ing bunch this weekend. Patrick, of course, has re- 


signed for next year, but must be wondering what. 


he has to do to acquire number one status. 

Originally it was Roger Penske’s intention to 
run two cars in North erica, but now it seems 
that only John Watson will drive. In Austria and 
Holland, John and the PC4 were patently the 
fastest combination on the track, but the fuel 
wrangle at Monza seemed to knock the heart out 
of the Irishman and he never got himself going at 
all. Notwithstanding, I reckon he fly at 
Mosport. 

The Wolf-Williams team have entered two cars. 
As usual, the generally uninspired Art Merzario 
will drive one, but Chris Amon is in the other. The 
New Zealander has done a lot of testing with the 
cranky machine recently and can be relied upon to 
put it far higher up the grid than it is used to. 

And what of Laffite and the Ligier? The sight, 
sound and competitiveness of this combination 
has been about the nicest thing to ae from 
the 1976 Grand Prix season, and rarely has the 


Frenchman been out of contention. Definitely a 
front runner in Canada, I think. 
Mario Andretti is due for a win, and Mosport 


Battle resumed — but with the same 


iendly 
attitude? James Hunt (left) and Niki Lauda — 
rivals in Canada. 


could be the place. The JPS 77 now handles 
superbly, but is hampered by lack of straightline 
speed. On his own continent Andretti can be 
relied upon to try even harder than usual. If the 
car holds together I think he can win on Sunday, 
and I'd love to see it. Gunnar Nilsson won’t be far 
behind, either. 

Another driver who should figure strongly is 
Tom Pryce with the Shadow DN8. Mosport 
should suit driver and car admirably, and Tom is 
overdue for some points. The team is apparently 
taking a DN5 over for Jean-Pierre Jarier, but one 
wonders why. 

Jacky Ickx won at Mosport back in 1969, and 
could cause a surprise on Sunday. The Ensign 
seems to have given him a new lease of life and all 
his enthusiasm is back. Once more running in 
Tissot colours, the car could well finish in the 
points. 

John Surtees is represented by three cars again, 
to be driven by Alan Jones, Brett Lunger and 
Henri Pescarolo. Following Amon’s comment 
after testing the TS19, one cannot really under- 
stand its midfield status, but Jones and Lunger 
should show reasonably well. 

In 1974 Emerson Fittipaldi was first across the 
line in Canada, but not this weekend, I fear. Here 
we have proof positive that driving ability no 
longer counts a damn if the car is off the pace. 
Completing the field are the two Heskeths of Ertl 
and Edwards. 

To win? Well, I have not been right yet this 
season, so I’m hedging my bets. Lauda, Hunt, 
Andretti, Watson. Pick any one. From a number 
of points of view, though, I hope it’s Clay! No 
matter really, all this conjecture, because 
probably we won’t get a final decision about the 
winner until February or March... . 


14 


Fl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
CANADIAN GRAND PRIX 


MOSPORT PARK, TORONTO 
Lap distance: 2.459 miles 
Lap record: Niki Lauda 
312B3), 1m 13.659s, 
peed 

ECENT RESULTS 
1972 Mosport Park (80 laps, 196.72 
miles) _ 
1, Jackie Stewart (Tyrrell-Ford 005), 
114.30mph; 
2, Peter Revson (McLaren-Ford M19); 
3, Denny Hulme (McLaren-Ford M19). 
a Park (80 laps, 196.72 
miles 
1, Peter Revson (McLaren-Ford M23), 
99.13mph; 
%, Emerson Fittipaldi (Lotus-Ford 


D); 
3, Jackie Oliver (Shadow-Ford DN1). 
ates) Mosport Park (80 laps, 196.72 
miles 
1, Emerson Fittipaldi (McLaren-Ford 
M23), 117.52mph; 5 
2, Clay Regazzoni (Ferrari 312B3), 
3, Ronnie Peterson (Lotus-Ford 72E). 
1975 — no race. 


RADIO COVERAGE 
Saturday: Radio 2, 17.30. 
Sunday: Radio 2, 22.02. 
TIMETABLE 
Practice 
Friday: 10.00-11.30, 13.00-14.00 
Saturday: 10.00-11.00, 12.30-14.00 
untimed) ; 

unday: 11.00-11.30 (untimed) 
Race , 
Sunday: 14.30 (80 laps, 196.72 miles) 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
POSITIONS 
After 13 rounds: 1, Niki Lauda, 64pts; 
2, James Hunt, 47; 3, Jody Scheckter, 
40; 4, Clay Regazzoni, 28; 5, Patrick 
Depailler, 27; 6, Jacques Laffite, 20; 7, 
John Watson, 19; 8, Jochen Mass, 14; 
9, Ronnie Peterson, Gunnar Nilsson, 
Tom Pryce, 10; 12, Mario Andretti, 9; 
13, Carlos Pace, 7; 14, Hans Stuck, 6; 
15, Alan Jones, 4; 16 Carlos 
Reutemann, Emerson Fittipaldi, 3; 18, 
Chris Amon, 2; 19 Rolf Stommelen, 
Vittorio Brambilla, 1. 


(Ferrari 
120.181mph 
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ind Ludwig lead a typical Hockenheim slipstream battle. 


abouille there at last! 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille wins final round to clinch European F2 title — Team-mate Leclere fends off challeng 
Arnoux — One-two for Elf-Switzerland — Report: CHRIS WITTY — Photography: JEFF HUTCHINSON 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille is the new European 
Formula 2 Champion. In one of the most 
thrilling two-part races ever seen at Hocken- 
heim in terms of tension, Jabouille won the 
title of Rene Arnoux by just 1.5 secs. 

The man who made it all possible was 
Michel Leclere, Jabouille’s team-mate, who 
drove magnificently in the second heat to 
wipe out the deficit which Arnoux had put on 
him from the first heat. Jabouille blocked 
Arnoux and allowed Leclere to get away, 
and Michel and Jean-Pierre maintained an 
even cushion of around 8 secs throughout in 
a display of teamwork so well carried out 
that it fully deserved to succeed. 

It was a race dominated by the French, for 
not even Hans Stuck, who crashed in both 

arts (taking off Patrick Tambay and Alex 

ibeiro in turn), could get it together in his 
works March. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


It was fitting that the European Formula 2 
“eager tae-agen should take its 1976 curtain call at 
the circuit where the critics predicted such rave 
reviews for it back in April — Hockenheim, most 

robably the venue of next year’s German Grand 

rix. It’s fast, flat and featureless with the 
emphasis on top-end power, a car that goes 
through the air well and large attributes from the 
drivers. No fewer than 46 cars turned up for this 
final race, of which just 26 would qualify for a 
place on the grid. 

This would be the third race to be staged at 
Hockenheim this year and, at each of the previous 
two, the bogey time set for qualifying has got 
faster and faster. This time it was no exception, 
and, judging by the way 46 drivers, admittedly 
spanning a wide variety in terms of talent, went 
about scrabbling to get onto the grid during the 
two one-hour sessions of official practice on the 
Saturday, we were in for a really exciting race. 

Regular followers of F2 and readers of last 
week’s race report from Nogaro will know full well 
that the outcome of the European series was still 
very much in the balance. The scene was set for a 
classic confrontation between Rene Arnoux, the 
series leader, and Jean-Pierre Jabouille. With 
neither of them finishing the previous week’s race 
at Nogaro, the onus was very much on Jabouille 
to go for a win, — that Arnoux would finish 
third, or lower, so that Jean-Pierre could take the 
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championship he has been chasing for five 
seasons now. 

Having missed out in the first session when his 
regular Elf-Renault 2J was affected by fuel pres- 
sure problems after just a couple of Japs , and then 
finding a faulty clutch when he switched over to 
the long-wheelbase T-car, Jabouille really got it 
together in the afternoon, flinging his car around 
in great slides on a track that was regarded by 
many to be very slippery, to record the best time 
an F2 car has ever done around this circuit in its 
current format. And that even surpassed Hans- 
Joachim Stuck’s best. 

“If you think Niki Lauda’s recovery was incred- 
ible, then wait until you see Hans,’ wiseracked 
one of the March personnel. The German, who had 
“missed’’ Nogaro because of his sppalling Monza 
injury (!), was in a particularly keyed-up mood 
this weekend. He was pipped for pole in the first 
session by Patrick Tambay, and then by Jabouille 
in the afternoon. The German BMW people were 


Aided by superb teamwork, Jabouille won the event o 


verall and took the ti tle by a single point. 


F EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 9 


HOCKENHEIM 


gleeful when they heard that Stuck had done a 1m 
59.0s, but amazed to hear that Jabouille’s “yellow 
peril” had gone even quicker. 

Third fastest would have been Jabouille’s team- 
mate Michel Leclere in the second of the tubular 
2Js, but following some braking problems in the 
afternoon (which saw him go straight on at the 
chicanes a couple of times) the organisers exercis: 
ed their right to withdraw his two best times as 4 
penalty. Thus a potential 1m 59.6s became 2m 
00.5s, a time which Leclere, like Jabouille, set in 
the afternoon, having cured problems in balance 
ing the car in the morning. Then, like many of the 
other leading competitors, he was caught out by 
the session being ended 10 minutes too early just 
when everyone was going out to try for a quich 
time on new rubber. 


gone 


e 
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So third fastest time went to Tambay, despite 
an engine that began losing revs towards the end 
of the first session. It was not changed for the 
afternoon and, consequently, he failed to improve, 
although he did say he had been able to get under 
the 2m mark without a tow which was, according 
to many of the other runners, worth almost a 
second a lap. 

Arnoux was alongside his team-mate, improv- 
ing by 0.8sec between sessions thanks to a routine 
engine change on his regular Martini-Renault. 

ight up in among the Frogs was 19-year-old 
Eddie Cheever, who grows in stature and con- 
fidence with every race. For what he has learned 
in the last six months, one has to give credit to 
Ron Dennis for taking a gamble and running such 
an inexperienced driver in F2 this year. But if 
you’ve got talent, it shows through no matter 
what age you are. 

Cheever, who was really raving about his Hart- 
eg, Ralt, which had acking once again from 

hand Carpets, was motoring in both sessions. 
However his “flyer” was cut short mid-way 
through the afternoon when, having recorded a 
2m 00.5s, “I got one helluva tow off Jabouille. My 
revs went up and I could hear his Renault engine 
really screaming good. I was in fifth exiting the 
really quick turn out around the back, and then he 
changed up and pulled away. I thought, what can 

‘ou do? Anyway, it was looking good for a quick 
ap but I overdid it in the stadium and spun”. 
Cheever had been stationary for about 5secs or so 
before Manfred Schurti arrived on the scene. The 
Martini Porsche test driver took no avoiding 
action and the pair of them met head-on. 

The damage was enough to tweak the tub, but 
the Project Four equipe managed to fabricate a 
brand new front bulkhead and straighten the 
damage thanks to the help of Jorg Obermoser’s 
local workshop. 

Maurizio Flammini, still running with his name 
taped up on the side of his car because of supersti- 
tion, was the second fastest of the works 
Marches, although both he and Alex Ribeiro were 
said to have been suffering from poor BMW 
engines, especially Alex, whose efforts were some 
way off what he has achieved in the past. 

Unlike Nogaro, none of the Marches was en- 
countering traction problems here and, as at 
Nogaro, Klaus Ludwig. was once again showing 
good form in his Willi Kauhsen-entered Hart- 
powered example. 

The German saloon ace is now beginning to 
enjoy single-seaters and, with his knowledge of 
the circuit, he lapped confidently in the car he has 
used all year to wind up fractionally quicker than 
Jacques Laffite who was making a guest appear- 
ance in the team for this one race. 

Laffite was using the 762 chassis which ee 
Hoffmann had failed to qualify at Nogaro but, by 
virtue of a dor wpa potent Hart engine and 
running with hardly any downforce, Jacques was 
contented with what must have been, certainly to 
him, a mediocre time. 

Just a tenth behind Laffite was Hans Binder, 
once again the fastest Chevron runner. He was, in 
turn, a tenth faster than Rolf Stommelen who 
was, for this meeting, having a ride in the Fred 
Opert Chevron-Hart that Laffite had used in 
France the previous weekend. 

Stommelen’s time would have been quicker (by 
around 0.7secs) had the organisers not penalised 
him for missing the chicane and taking the short 
cut through the stadium. ia ie pe he was trying 
to ay an unfair advantage. Rolf says he was out 
of fuel and coasting back to the pits. 

Then came Hoffmann in the third Kauhsen 
March, thus being another “new” car that hadn’t 
turned a wheel before penction Accompanying 
Ribeiro on the seventh row was Giancarlo 
Martini’s March-BMW while Harald Ertl had 
rebodied in his familiar yellow colours the 
Chevron-BMW that Jean-Pierre Jarier had driven 
for Fred Opert at Nogaro seven days before. 

Gaudenzio Mantova’s ex-Pesenti-Rossi March- 
BMW came next ahead of three drivers who tied 
on 2m 2.4s. Two years ago that time would have 
put you onto the front row, now it’s a requirement 
Just to qualify! 

The first to do the time was Keijo Rosberg, the 
Finn now back in Obermoser’s 7a after his one- 
off outing in an Chevron at Estoril. “Keke” 
might well have gone faster still, had his electrics 
not cut the engine out on the circuit midway 
through the final, all important, session. 

The Toj, as a car, is much better now that the 
team have done some work on it. The car features 
revised rear suspension geometry, a much 
stronger rear bulkhead and it weighs some 44lbs 
less than when it last appeared at Enna. The 
team’s second chassis was driven by Obermoser 
himself, having his first taste of F2. He was 
unlucky not to make the grid, having suffered, so 
he claims, a /a Leclere and Stommelen. 

The second driver on two-four was Luciano 
Pavesi, although he, too, lost much of the second 
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session with a fuel leakage which affected his 
Ralt-Hart. The third driver was none other than 
Rupert Keegan, driving the second Fred Opert 
Chevron-Hart usually peas by Jose Dolhem. 

Keegan’s F2 debut npescre rather at the last 
minute. Ten minutes before practice actually 
started, in fact! The 21-year-old F3 hot-shoe was 
en route to the final round of the European F3 
series at Vallelunga, which takes place this com- 
ing weekend. He had popped into Hockenheim to 
see what F2 was all about and, with the non- 
arrival of American Formula Atlantic star Bobby 
Rahal at the last minute, Fred took the “gamble” 
and agreed to let the enthusiastic Rupert have a 
go. He didn’t even know whether the first corner 
went right or left, let alone know what an F2 was 
like. It would be a fiery baptism, and one which 
many people looked upon with interest. 

For a “novice”, his cool, calm and collected 
approach impressed those that mattered and 
towards the end of the final session, and 
admittedly with an engine that even Brian Hart 
thought lacked a few horses, the British coming- 
man gt in a couple of fast laps to make sure he 
would be able to start his first F2 race. Perhaps a 
taste of things to come? 

Keegan found himself quicker in both sessions 
than Jochen Mass, no less, the German Grand 
Prix star driving the ATS-entered Chevron-BMW 
which Mika Sxpiaten had debuted at Brands 
Hatch last Bank Holiday Monday. Jochen was 
delayed by a faulty master switch which cut the 
engine while out on the circuit at the start of the 
second session. But, once moving again, he was 
not really able to balance the car to his liking. 

As for Arpiainen, he did well to get the ATS 
Lola T450 onto the rid, just behind Giorgio 
Francia’s Chevron-BMW and Alberto Colombo’s 
March-BMW, which may well have been faster 
had he not lost an engine towards the end of the 
first session. 

Also in the low threes, and just making the grid, 
were Xavier Lapeyre’s Chevron-BMW, Jo 
Vonlanthen’s _ March-BMW _  and_= “Freddy 
Kottulinsky’s Ralt-BMW. 

Among the 20 non-qualifiers, the most notable 
absentees from the grid were Roberto Marazzi’s 
Chevron-BMW, Richard Robarts’s Myson March- 
Hart, and Jean-Pierre Jauusaud’s Chrysler- 
powered Chevron, all of which encountered engine 

roblems of one sort or another. Arturo Merzario 
ailed to make any impression in the works Osella, 
due firstly due to a broken gearbox and then a 
dropped valve, while Ray Mallock, having 
qualified his elderly Team Ardmore March in the 
morning, had the drive to the metering unit break 
out on the circuit after just two laps. 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille Hans Stuck 
Elf-Renault 2) March-BMW 762 
1m 58.6s 1m 59.0s 

Patrick — Rene Arnoux 
Martini-Renault Mk19 Martini-Renault Mk19 
1m59.9s 2m 00.1s 

Michel Leclere Eddie Cheever 
Elf-Renault 2) Ralt-Hart RT1 

2m 00.5s 2m 00.5s 

Maurizio Flammini Klaus Ludwi 
March-BMW 762 March-Hart 762 
2m 00.9s 2m 01.2s 

Jacques Laffite Hans Binder 
March-Hart 762 Chevron-BMW B35 
2m 01.4s 2m 01.5s 

Rolf Stommelen Ingo Hoffmann 
Chevron-Hart B35 March-Hart 762 
2m 01.6s 2m 01.7s 

Alex Ribeiro Giancarlo Martini 
March-BMW 762 March-BMW 762 
2m 01.8s 2m 01.9s 

Harald Ertl Gaudenzio Mantova 
Chevron-BMW B35 March-BMW 762 
2m 01.9s 2m 02.1s 

Keijo Rosberg Luciano Pavesi 
Toj-BMW F201 Ralt-Hart RT1 

2m 02.4s 2m 02.4s 

Rupert Keegan Jochen Mass 
Chevron-Hart B35 Chevron-BMW B35 
2m 02.4s 2m 02.9s 

Giorgio Francia Alberto Colombo 
Chevron-BMW B35 March-BMW 752 
2m 03.0s 2m 03.2s 

Mika Arpiainen Xavier La Ht 
Lola-BMW T450 Chevron-_ B35 
2m 03.4s 2m 03.4: 


Jo Vonlanthen 
March-BMW 752 
2m 03.5s 


S 
recat ea peraty 
Ralt-BMW RT1 

2m 03.6s 


Did not qualify: Roberto Marazzi {Chewon BAR ye 2m 03.8s 
Jorg Obermoser (Toj-BMW F201), 2m 03.8s; Markus Hotz (March: 
BMW 762), 2m 03.9s; Freddy Leinhard (March-BMW 762), 2m 
04.2s; Richard Robarts (March-Hart 762), 2m 04.7s; Bertram 
Schafer (March-Hart 762), 2m 04.8s; Bernard de Dryver (March. 
BMW 762), 2m 05.0s; Gianfranco'' (Chevron-BMW Ore 2m 05.1s; 
Manfred ‘Schurti (March-BMW 762), 2m 05.2s; Willy Deutsch 
March-BMW 762), 2m 05.3s; Lorenzo Niccolini (March-BMW 762), 
m 05.3s; Ray Mallock (March-Ford 75B/M) 2m 05.6s; lan Gro! 
Uecaus rac M3), 2m 05.9s; Marc Surer (Chevron-BMW ie" 2m 
.Os; Roland Binder (LolaBMW 1450), 2m 06.0s; Jean-Pierre 
Jaussaud WOR ele = 2m 06.2s; Arturo Merzario 
Osella-BM FAY) 2m 06.3s; John Nicholson (March-Chevrolet 
52), 2m 06.6s; Charly Kiser (Osella-BMW FA2), 2m 06.7s; Rudi 
Gygax (March-BMW 752), 2m 12.5s. 


HEAT 1 


Saturday’s hazy sunshine gave way to threaten: 
ing rain clouds on Sunday morning and when the 
26 starters, plus a few hopeful reserves, went out 
for their 20-minute pre-race, the track was still 
very slippery from an earlier rain shower and 
spray was very much in evidence from the slick 
tyres as the cars rushed along the fir-lined 
straights. Another rain shower, admittedly a light 
one, about an hour before the scheduled 11.30am 
start of the first heat made rere glance to- 
wards their wet tyres, but the track was not really 
wet enough, just even more slippery than it had 
been earlier! > 


The Elf-Switzerland team on the job in the pits just before the end of the first heat. 
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While Stuck suffered by being on the damp side 
of the grid, it enabled Jabouille and the two 
Martinis to get the jump on him, but Hans would 
not be in that position for long, not at 
Hockenheim. 

For most of that first lap, he feinted to get by 
Tambay, choosing his moment under braking as 
they tore back into the stadium. But Stuck’s 
brain was locked in neutral; he looked as though 
he had completely forgotten that the track was 
still wet off-line. The Jagermeister car became un- 
stable, its left front wheel thumping hard into 
Tambay’s left rear just as the Frenchman turned 
into the corner. The pair of them skated round like 
ice dancers and off into the dirt, thankfully avoid- 
ed by the rest of the pack, many of whom had to 
stand even harder on their brakes. 

For Stuck, it meant limping back to the pits, 
where the mechanics hastily replaced a broken 
joint on top of the upright, losing him several laps 

efore he rejoined to please the locals, set fastest 
lap and have a couple of near-misses en route. 

As for Tambay, he rejoined in 20th place and 
began making an effort to get back on terms. But 
having reached ninth place (behind Mass) by lap 
9, he was forced to stop to check the rear suspen- 
sion which had been deranged in the first-lap 


fracas. 

Meanwhile Jabouille led the field at the end of 
the first lap chased, as ever, by Arnoux and then a 
slight gap (because of the Stuck/Tambay incident) 
to Leclere, Cheever, Flammini, Ludwig, Laffite, 
Hoffmann, Stommelen, Rosberg, Mass, Martini, 
Mantova, Francia, Ertl, Ribeiro, Keegan and the 
rest. Way at the back was Marazzi, who had been 
allowed to start because Kottulinsky visited the 
pits after the warm-up lap. 

On lap 2, Arnoux was right with the man who 
threatened his Championship, while Leclere had 
slipped to around 6secs or so but at least main- 
tained that cushion on his two fellow Frenchmen 
until the end. 

Arnoux really pe it a good 5 in those early 
laps, trying no doubt to force Jabouille into an 
error, but it never came. Then, towards the latter 
stages, a small gap opened up as the pressure 
eased, and Jabouille came home to win by 3.8s. 
After all, Arnoux only needed to finish second to 
the Elf 2J to clinch the title, and with Leclere a 
further 6.6secs away, Michel would have to go 
some in the second heat if he were to overhaul 
Rene. But plans were being hatched... . 

Further back, the non-Renault race was led 
early on by Flammini, the Italian having scrabbl- 
ed past Cheever, while Laffite, having moved past 
Ludwig and beginning to look a threat, spun on 
lap 3 in very lurid fashion having tried the rough 
stuff with the Ralt in front of him. It dropped the 
Frenchman to 16th, but having worked back to 
13th, he lost it again at the second chicane and 
thumped the Armco on exit, tweaking the tub 
somewhat. 

Flammini also Coser the scene, having pitted 
on lap 5 when he claims a front suspension joint 


12 


broke under braking. Others thought perhaps it 


was caused by banging wheels with other cars, as. 


there was plenty of that! Anyway, the March men 
did their second suspension rebuild, and away he 
went, lapping with Mass on the road whom he 
passed before the end and pulled clear. 

Keegan was another to lose time by spinning, 
while exiting the second chicane on lap 3. He has 
been swopping places with Ribeiro and was 
actually in front of the Brazilian when he lost it 
and stalled the engine, restarting some way back. 
Alex’s unhappy race ended on lap 18 when, while 
lying 11th, his powerless engine finally broke. 

Cheever also ruined what would have been a 
good run by slewing sideways into the second 
chicane on lap 7 while trying to get away from the 
impressive Ludwig. The Ralt thum| the kerb- 
hard, which bent a rear wheel, thereby forcing a 

uick pitstop. So Klaus now found himself being 
chased by Binder with a small gap opening up to 
Rosberg and Hoffmann, the former affected by 
having to hold his car in third gear which is used 
for virtually all the corners at Hockenheim. 
Stommelen had departed the scene when the 
exhaust fell off while Mass was working hard to 
stay on terms with those in front. Behind the 
German came Francia and Ertl but on lap 9, 
Harold’s engine blew spectacularly in the middle 
of the stadium. iainen, who was a few places 
further back, hit the oil, slide off sideways, rolled 
a couple of times and stopped: upright, just short 
of a marshal’s post. The Fmn was unhurt and the 


same can be said of a few photographers who just. 


got out of the way in time. 

So, while Jabouille held off Arnoux, Ludwig did 
the same to Binder and Rosberg to Hoffmann, the 
latter losing time and a place to Mass near the end 
with a spin. 


HEAT 


The plan as far as Jabouille’s team was concerned 
was that Leclere should try and get into the lead 
and pull out a big enough margin over Arnoux so 
that he would fin ish second overall. Jabouille 
‘would help by holding up Rene in the early stages, 
taking care to make sure Leclere didn’t go too far 
in front otherwise he’d find himself the winner 
‘and he didn’t want that. : 

In short, that is what happened. Arnoux made a 
poor start and found himself behind Jabouille, 

eclere, Ludwig and Rosberg. On lap 2, Leclere 
took over from Jabouille while Arnoux had 
auc picked off Rosberg and Ludwig. By lap 3, 

clere was pulling away at a fast rate, Jabouille 

doing sterling work by holding up Arnoux in the 
corners and squirting his mault down the 
straights. All this allowed was for Leclere to pull 
out seven seconds in four laps and poor Rene, try 
taguels he might, couldn’t do anything about it. 

Behind the two of them was a whole string of 
cars, literally nose to tail headed by Binder, 
Ludwig, Flammini (a brilliant start from near the 
back of the grid), Rosberg, Francia, Hoffmann, 
Tambay (also charging up from the back), 
Martini, Cheever (a la Tambay), Keegan, Mass 
and the rest falling away. 

Tambay pulled his way through the lot of them, 
all except Binder who, with another excellent 
display, confidently held off the Martini until the 


Having qualified his March-BMW second, Hans Stuck had a wild race day. Here he is pictured taking off Tambay’s Martini. 


end. Flammini departed after 10 laps when h 
engine blew itself epee while Cheever found it 
little harder to get through the traffic, having he 
quite a wheel banging session with Tambay. “A 
our corners of my car have been hit”, sa 
Patrick with a smile, and it showed. His Goo 
years had “white” scuffed sidewalls! 

What of Stuck? Well, he too started near t] 
back but while prying ta force his way Ag 
Ribeiro (who had a replacement engine fitted) | 
the first chicane on the first lap, the pair of the 
touched. Ribeiro’s car wrote itself off against t] 
Armco in a nasty shunt which left the Brazili 
limping, while Stuck returned to the pits, h 
brain still in neutral. 

Keegan had been going much better in tl 
second heat, dicing and banging wheels wil 
Mass (who had also changed engines betwe 
heats), but after passing Jochen his drive end 
when a fuel line came adrift after 10 laps. H 
baptism was over. 

udwig lost all chance of a place in the poin 
which he had worked so hard for in the first he 


by trying to muscle out Tambay on lap 11. T! 
Martini clipped Klaus’s nosecone which can 
loose and meant a pitstop. 

Up front, Leclere still held that all-important | 
gap over Arnoux, who, having managed © 
scrabble past Jabouille on lap 5, now fou 
himself behind both the Elfs again several la 
later. Quite simply there was nothing he could 
Team tactics, perhaps a hint of politics and son 
fantastic racing had seen Jean-Pierre Jabouil 
become the new European Formula 2 Champion, 


Texaco Goldpokal 
Hockenheim, September 26 
220 laps — 168.76 miles 
European Formula 2 Chemgeneen, — round 12 
dear biete Jabouille (Elf-Gordini Renault 2) V6), 1h 22m 32. 
.34 mph; 

2, Michel Leclere (Elf-Gordini Renault 2J V6), 1h 22m 36.5s; 
3, Rene ArHOUX artini-Gordini Renault Mk19 V6), 1h 22m 38.0s 
4, Hans Binder (Chevron-GmbH BMW eek 1h 23m 15.6s; 
5, Keijo Rosberg (Toj-Heidegger BMW F201), 1h 23m 48.2s; 
6, Jochen Mass (Chevron-GmbH BMW B35), 1h 23m 51.8s; 

7, Glory Francia (Chevron-Trivellato BMW B35), 1h 24m 03, 
8, Ingo Hoffmann (March-Hart 420R 762), 1h 24m 06.7s; 
Giancarlo Martini W arch-GmbH BMW 762), 1h 24m 10.3s; 
Klaus Ludwig (March-Hart 420R 762), 1h 24m 24.8s; 11, Gauder 
Mantova (March-Novamotor BMW 762), 1h 25m 02.3s; 12, Xa\ 
Lapeyre (Chevron-GmbH BMW B35), 1h 25m 41.9s; 13, 
Vonlanthen (March-Schnitzer BMW 752), 1h 25m 56. 1s; 14, Luci: 
Pavesi (Ralt-Hart 420R RT1), 39 laps, 15, Eddie Cheever (Ralt-H 
420R RT1), 39; 16, Rolf Stommelen (Chevron-Hart 420R B35), 
17, Roberto Marazzi (Chevron-GmbH BMW B35), 37; 18, Alb 
Colombo Tea terre BMW 752), 37; 19, Freddy Kottulin 
(Ralt-Heidegger BMW RT1), 34 laps. , 

Heat 1 (20 laps — 84.38 miles): 1, Jabouille, 41m 43.8s, 122 
mph; 2, Amoux, 41m 47.4s; 3, Leclere, 41m 54.0s; 4, Ludwig, 4 
08.8s; 5, Binder, 42m 09.9s; 6, Rosberg, 42m 24.6s; 7, Mass, 4 
29.1s: 8, Hoffmann, 42m 32.6s; 9, Martini, 42m 39.8s; 10, Fran 
42m 42.2s, etc. 

Fastest lap: Hans Stuck (March-GmbH BMW 762), 2m O1 
125.81 mph. 

Retirements: Jacques Laffite (March-Hart 420R wae We 5, cre 
Mika Arpiainen (Lola-GmbH BMW T1450), lap 8, crash; jarald | 
(Chevron-GmbH BMW B35), lap 8, engine. 

Heat 2 (20 laps — 84.38 miles): 1, Leclere, 40m 42.5s, 125 
mph; 2, Jabouille, 40m 49.1s; 3, Arnoux, 40m 50.6s; 4, Binder, 4 
05.7s; 5, Patrick Tambay (Martini Gordini Renault Mk19), 4 
08.5s: 6, Cheever, 41m 14.3s; 7, Francia, 41m 21.7s; 8, Mass, 4 
22.7s; 9, Rosberg, 41m 23.6s; 10, Martini, 41m 30.5s, etc. 

Fastest lap: Arnoux, 2m 00.8s, 126.43 mph. 

Retirements: Alex Ribeiro (March-GmbH BMW. 762), lap 0, cré 


.Stuck, lap 1, nosecone; Laffite, lap 2, Renee: Ertl, lap 7, gear! 
ja 


Maurizio Flammini (March-GmbH BMW 762), lap 9, engine; Ruy 
Keegan (Chevron-Hart 420R B35), lap 10, fuel line. 
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CYPRUS RALLY 


L Peel 


other survivors on the Cyprus Rally last weekend. 


The return of the Three 


Shekhar Mehta scores a fine win for Datsun with his works Violet — Zanini keeps his ECR hopes alive 
while Jaroszewitz’ Stratos fails — three finishers from 46 starters — Report: JOHN FODEN. 


In an event where rigorous timing and rough 
road sections play such a major part in the 
make up of the rally, it was not surprising to 


find an ex-safari winner leading home the 


three survivors in this two day European 
Championship qualifier. Shekhar Mehta, co- 
driven once again by Yvonne Pratt, took 
their works Datsun Violet to a comfortable 
l6mins win over SEAT driver Antonio 
Zanini and local Avenger driver Kypros 
Kyprianou in a way that suggested that the 
rally was run on the plains of Africa rather 
than the dusty, tortuous hills of Cyprus. 


The event, which was a coefficient qualifier in 
this year’s European Rally Championship, has 
not been run for the past two years. Aion 

lans were well advanced for the 1974 event, 

ased on the highly successful 1973 rally, the 
Turkish invasion and its ensuing conflict, effec- 
tively prevented any chance of it being run. 
Despite the loss of the northern part of the island, 
which meant losing 200 miles of competitive 
motoring, Clerk of the Course, Danos 
Shukuroglou, has taken what remains available to 
the Greek Cypriot community and arranged a 
demanding route which visits and re-visits the 
heights of the Troodos mountains in the course of 
its 1,500kms of special stages and road sections. 
The 18 special stages turned out to be more of the 
nature of tie deciders as the unremitting pace and 
nature of the road sections were sufficient to pre- 
sent all crews with a rally to remember. 

The organisation and presentation of the rally 
had not suffered anything from its enforced lay- 
off and were, if anything, far better than in pre- 
vious years. Not only was the paperwork and its 
production of the highest possible standard, but 
the control of the rally through a specially 
arranged radio network and the facilities of the 
local computer bureau, ensured that the organis- 
ing committee were able to regulate every detail 
of the event from their brand new headquarters in 


14 


Nicosia which they had only adopted some two 
weeks before the rally. 


THE ENTRY 


This year’s entry was dominated by the leading 


contenders and point-chasers in the European 


Championship. Seeded at number one were the 
Polish crew of Andrezej Jaroszewicz/Ryszard 
Zyszkowski in their ex-works Lancia Stratos who 
had come direct to Cyprus from their third place 
on the Sachs Baltic Rally in Germany. After that 
event they lay second in the ECR with 254 points 
compar: with the current leader Bernard 
Darniche on 320 and third place man, Zanini with 
210, and they had come to Cyprus seeking to con- 
solidate that second place. Darniche was due to 
appear also but non-started much to the Poles 
consternation. 

Zanini did arrive in Cyprus backed up by team- 
mate Salvador Cannelas, thanks to the cancella- 
tion of the concurrent Austrian event in which he 
had been entered. Both SEAT drivers had 16- 
valve 180 bhp versions of the 1430/1800 saloon 
which had proved so competitive in both Spain 
and Belgium earlier this year. 

Outside the championship contenders, the most 
significant team was that of two Chrysler 
Avengers entered by the local importers, N. D, 
Solomonidies. The number one car was a 16-valve 
1916ce 4 Avenger GT on loan from the facto: 
and driven by Dimi Mavropoulos and his ‘loaned’ 
co-driver, Paul White. The second car had been 
left on the island following the 1973 event where it 
had been driven by Colin Malkin and it was a ful) 
G1 car minus the rear seats and with an oversized 
petrol tank, these modifications being sufficient 
to elevate it to Group 2. The driver, Kypros 
Kyprianou, is a local spannerman who was 
highest placed Cypriot on the 1973 event as‘ well 
as having run the car in this year’s Acropolis 


ally. 

Britain’s dark horse in the rally was Shekhar 
Mehta with the works Datsun Violet of 1800cc 
with 16 valves that he had already used to take 
third place on the Acropolis Rally. The car has 
been in the Eastern Mediterranean ever since anc 
is thus virtually untouched since running in that 
rally except for a once-over aw to the Cyprus 
Rally by Mehta’s British mechanic. 

Mike Moschous was here from Greece but un 
fortunately this talented mainland driver could 
only appear in his Alfa-Sud rather than the ex 
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works Alfetta GT that he would have preferred. 
In the absence of Chris Kirmittis who is still 
recovering from the effects of a severe road acci- 
dent in 1974, many local hopes rested with 
Michalakais Koumas driving a_ well-prepared 
Polski Fiat 125P especially as the 1972 rally 
winner Lefterias Makridies had forsaken the Mer- 
cedes in which he made his name and was at the 
wheel of a Mk2 Cortina GT. 


THE RALLY 


Starting at midnight on Friday from the re-named 
‘Freedom Square’ the rally headed south on the 
main Limassol Road to a rendezvous with the first 
special stage some 20 miles away where the first 
retirement came from the top runners. This was 
Moschous who retired the little Alfa with gearbox 
problems. Jaroszewitz made the most of his high 
seeding which meant that he had no dust clouds in 
which to drive and took the lead by one and a half 
minutes on the first stage which was only 10 miles 
long. This was a lead that he was not to hold for 
long for within one hour on the fifth special stage 
he suffered a recurrence of his electrical problems 
that had beset him on the San Martino and 
dropped 20 minutes re-arranging them. However, 
the cure was not permanent and he dropped out 
on the next road section. 

Inheriting the lead was Mehta who did not pre- 
serve his half minute lead over Zanini for very 
long. He thought that a rear wishbone had started 
to fail and this was confirmed when his co-driver 
leaned out of the car and said that the rear wheel 
was at an un-natural angle. Two sections of care- 
ful driving would bring him to the service crew 
and a replacement so he sacrificed nine minutes 
and let the others stream past only to find that 
there was nothing wrong with the rear suspension 


at all. However, his prudence was in direct con- 
trast to the opposition. 

Mavroupoulos was already in trouble with a 
broken throttle cable which cost him four minutes 
and a series of punctures which delayed him a 
further eight. Koumas was forced to retire at TC 8 
when the spring mounts on the rear axle sheared. 
In the early morning as the cars arrived at the 
Limassol Rest Halt. The carnage of the night 
became apparent, only 18 cars were still within 
their time allowance. 

After a welcome three hour rest the remaining 
crews embarked on what was to prove the most 
crucial third of the rally. It was during this section 
that SEAT were to experience two consecutive 
setbacks. At TC 22 Canellas was forced to retire 
when a bleed nipple in the braking system was 
knocked off on the preceding road section and 
delayed him too much to continue. Then just prior 
to TC 23, Zanini had one of his halfshaft bearings 
break up, with the resulting oil loss doing no good 
to either his brakes or differential. The loss of 
time incurred in fixing this problem cost him his 
lead in the rally and in the end result, valuable 
points in the championship chase. 

A mere nine cars reached the Platres Rest Halt 
on Saturday night and of these, only four were 
still within the prescribed time limits. One of the 
more unfortunate retirements at this point was 
the ex-RAF Cyprus Rally Champion, George 
Booty, who was making a return to the island in 
order to drive a Colt Galant belonging to the 
Cypriot importers, Fairways. Four sections from 
the halt, Booty succumbed to physical exhaustion 
and was forced to let his co-driver, WO Bill Ryall, 
take over. Unfortunately Bill was unable to main- 
tain sufficient pace to stay within time. 

The next morning, the organisers started the 
lonely four one hour later, in order to give them 
the full rest period and they also started the cars 
at two minute intervals as they had plenty of time 
to play with. They also relaxed some of the road 
timing. 


SEAT and Zanini kept their ECR hopes alive with second overall. (Below is team-mate Canellas.) 
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Andrzej Jaroszewicz: 254pts. 


ae 


As the competitors had virtually ceased 
competing and were only thinking of finishing 
this arduous event, it was extremely unfortunate 
that the Mavroupoulos/White Avenger broke a 
front stub axle at high speed on a main road sec- 
tion and the crew were forced to retire when they 
ran out of time after servicing. This left just three 
gallant crews to receive the applause of the vast 
crowds that turned out to see the rally finish at 
the Nicosia Hilton. 

The efforts of the organisers to ensure that the 
rally regained its previous reputation at one fell 
swoop may well have encouraged them to put on 
such a tough event: however let it be hoped that 
on next year’s event the standard of the entry will 
more than match that of the event. 


4th International Cyprus Rally 1976 
1, S. Mehta/Y. Pratt (Datsun Violet) 6hrs 28m 27s; 
2, Z. Zanini/J. Petisco (SEAT 1430/1800) 6hrs 44m 30s; 
3, K. Kyprianou/P. Demetriades (Chrysler Avenger GT) 7hrs 26m 
1s. 


Championship position: 2 
ECR 1, Darniche 320pts; 2, Jaroszewitz 254; 3, Zanini 240. 
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LINDISFARNE RALLY 


RAC ROUND 11 


Finns are set todominate 


Only the fluctuations in the value 
of our pitiful national currency seem 
to be able to rival the sudden 
changes wrought by the volatile 
whims of the elements. 

Not so many weeks ago, rally 
organizers were casting their eyes’ 
heavenwards in fevered pleas for 
rain to damp down the tinder-dry 
peat and conifers and so allow their 
rallies to go ahead. Now again they 
are casting their eyes towards ‘“‘the 
Laughing Men in the Sky”’, but this 
time it is to pray for we weather, for 

0 


it is a threat of forest flooding which 
they now dread! 

The Newcastle Centre Hotel 
Lindisfarne Rally, Motor RAC 


Round 11, which takes place this 
Saturday (October 2nd) is one of the 


events so affected. The Keilder area’ 


has been deluged with cyclonic rains 
of late, and when we spoke to 
members of the Tynemouth and 
District MC on Monday, serious 
doubts were being expressed as to 
the extent of flooding within the 
vast forestry complex. Rallies, 
however, have a resilience to survive 
hell, hot sun or high water, so we 
have little doubt that all will be well 
at the weekend, even if the going is a 
little soft and slippery. 

The Lindisfarne is one of the 
season’s smoothest running events 
with slick organisation to back-up a 
succession of typically demanding 
Keilder country. These very fast 
stages with their deceptive firebreak 
corners and blind brows always 
provide a stern challenge, and this 
year the Forestry Commission have 
apparently carried out extensive 
regrading work which should now be 
suitably packed by the recent rains. 

As far as the premier rally cham- 


a table is concerned, Ari. 


atanen is now in a commanding 
position at the head of the driver’s 
ratings following his win on the 
Manx. Russell Brookes can still over- 
haul the meteoric young Finn, but to 
do so he will have to experience a 
large slice of luck to complement his 
excellent driving — the pressure is 
all on Russell at present and Ari only 
needs to finish behind him on the 
ene rallies to be assured of the 
title. 

With Roger Clark away preparing 
for the Southern Cross which begins 
on October 9, we can expect these 
two front runners to be joined by 
Pentti Airikkala — debuting his new 
car in British forests (this new 
Sutton/Avon RS1800 was second on 
the 1000 Lakes and seventh on the 
Manx) — and Hannu Mikkola in the 
works Celica GT. Hannu, will be get- 
ting some RAC practice (doubtless 
Toyota are hoping to avoid last 
year’s alleged £60,000 fiasco) and 
will be oneng oe a few fast ete 
times as well. He is always especially 
keen to perform well in England — a 
country where he has not enjoyed 
the best of fortune; the presence of 
fellow Finns will only make him try 
all the harder. Spectators will hope- 
fully be able to see at first hand 
whether the  Schnitzer-engined 
se is competitive with RS1800s 
in British forests. 

As we went to press, an interesting 
story was unfolding around the 
Chequered Flag Stratos. Having 
failed (for this event at least) to 
tempt Billy Coleman away from his 
Ford contract (Billy is in fact 
entered. by Thomas Motors on the 
Cork ’20 this weekend!); Graham 
Warner, who is anxious to have his 
car compete on a forestry event prior 
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to the RAC, has been casting around 
for suitable driver material to 
conduct his Stratos at the weekend. 
With first choice Walfridsson away 
on the Southern Cross, Billy (for 
the present at least) wedded 
to Thomas Motors, and Dawson in 
Paraguay, there was really only one 
man left to choose, a man both fast, 
reliable and experienced, with con- 
siderable knowledge of a Stratos... 
who else could he choose but Mr 
Simo Lampinen. Negotiations were 
still in progress when this article 
went to press on Monday, but should 
the deat come off, then the Lindis- 
farne in future years may gain some- 
thing of a reputation as a Finnish 
classic! 

Due to the still delicate PR posi- 
tion prevalent in Keilder, and also 
due to the heavy 24-hour reservoir 
construction work which is pressing 
ahead in the Keilder forest drive it- 
self, spectator information has been 
deliberately restricted to a mini- 
mum. Spectators are asked only to 

‘0 to the publicised locations as con- 

itions along the forest road are very 
fraught, and the road is liable to 
become congested, even without the 

assage of service cars. Such in- 
ormation as is available is printed 
below. 

We gather there will be a full house 
for the Journal forum tomorrow 
night (Friday) which is being held at 
the Centre Hotel, while on Saturday, 
the Army have provided a radio com- 
munications system to cover the 
forest complex from both a results 
and a safety point of view. 


In G1, Robin Eyre-Maunsell (cur- 
rently second in the championship) 
and Jim McRae will continue their 
see-saw battle, while Pat Ryan may 
well steal the prize from both of them 
once again with the powerful and 
strong Dolomite. Can Leyland’s 
TR7s follows up their promising 
sortie on the Manx with another 
good result here? Power, it seems, 
will be at a premium, so they may’ 
find themselves struggling. There is 
also a Lakeland ave: named 
Malcolm Wilson starting at number 
13 who may well lift a few eyebrows. 


Stop Press 


The plot thickens! Last night 
Graham Warner contacted Simo 
Lampinen with a view to asking him 
to drive the Chequered Flag Stratos 
on the Lindisfarne. Simo readily 
agreed and the team approached the 
organizers for a last-minute start 
number. They were given Tony 
Fowkes’ slot. However, subsequent 
investigation revealed that Fowkes, 


despite a serious accident on the. 
still determined to. 


Manx, was 
attempt to ready his car in time. 

The organizers thus offered 
Warner a start number of 114 — last 
on the road. Bringing an _ inter- 
national driver all the way from 
Finland to start last on a British 
national is hardly encouraging, so 
Warner regretfully declined and in- 
formed Lampinen of his intention to 
withdraw. Meanwhile the organizers 
convened a stewards’ meeting and 
on Tuesday morning offered to seed 


Spectator information 


Venue Map Ref. 
Start: P&G Car Park, 88 / 258641 
Quayside ; 

Albermarle — Stage 1 88 /092 705 
Byrness — TC1 & Stage 2 80 /7703031 
Finish of Stage 13 80 / 805 807 
Chollerford Service 87 /918 708 
Cannon — Stage 14 88 / 125693 


Carl Notes 

due 

9.01 Limited Parking. 

9.26 etiel off Stamfordham Road. NO 

ENTRY off B6318. Ample Parking. 
All tarmac stage. 

11.00 Park as directed. Beware of fire 

hazard in forest. 

15.10 Do not park beyond map ref. 
iven. Do not block road. Fire 
jazard. 

15.30 Ample parking. 

16.03 Entry off Stamfordham Road. 


Ample parking. Varied surfaces 
with spectacular yump. 


Car Park tickets from Stage 1 will give half price entry to Stage 14 Car Park. 
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Showing the winning style on the Welsh which he has demonstrated regularly all year; Ari Vatanen 
comes to, Northumberland in command of the championship. 


edited by Peter Newtor 


va | 


a : a » ss 
Simo Lampinen — ‘now you see m 
** 


the Stratos at ‘00’. Perfect! Exce’ 
that Lampinen was now under th 
impression that the deal was off. 

As we left the saga at press dead 
line, Warner was still trying to con 
tact Lampinen to let him know tha 
the deal was ‘on’ again. ‘“‘We are stil 
hopeful of going”, said a slight); 
breathless Graham at Tuesda 
lunchtime. Top Scandinavians no\ 
include Ari Vatanen, Hann 
Mikkola, Simo Lampinen, and Pentt 
Airikkala.. .. 


Top 
Twenty 


1, Ari Vatanen/Peter Bryan 
RS1800), 2, Russell Brookes/Johi 
rown if $1800); 3, Hannu Mikkola 
Arne Hertz (Toyota Celica GT); 4 
Pentti Airikkala/Mike — Greasle 
Ree 5, =; 6, Ton 
owkes/Bryan Harris (RS1800); 7 
John Taylor/John Jensen (RS1800) 
8, Brian Culcheth/Johnstone Sye 
eae h TR7); 9, Tony Drummond 
hil Short yfs2800) 10, Chri 
Sclater/Paul White (Chrysler Avenge 
GT); 11, Donald reece Dea 
RS1800); 12, ill Sparrow/Ro! 
(Vauxhall Magnum); 13 

Wilson/John Davie 
eee 14, Tory Pond/Dav 
ichards (Triumph TR7); 15, Robi) 
Eyre-Maunsell/Neil Wilson (Chrysle 
Avenger GT), 16, Pat Ryan/Mik 
Nicholson (Dolomite Sprint); 1) 
Jimmy McRae/David Brown (Vauxha 


rellin 
Malcolm 


Magnum), 18, Gavin Waugh/Pete 
Handy (Chrysler Avenger GT); 1S 
Dominic Buckley/Walter Dugui 


Roe 20, Reg Mullenger/Mik 
ancey (RS1800). 
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special stage 


A tense time for the ECR 


Although Antonio Zanini stands 80 
ints adrift of Bernard Darniche 
ollowing the Cyprus Rally at the 
mockeud. his championship hopes are 
not dead yet, for the next major 
clash between the rivals at the top of 
a now very tense ECR championship 
takes place in his very own native 
land — around the hills surrounding 
Madrid. This is the RACE rally at 
the end of October; it is a coefficient 
4 event worth to the winner ... 
(yes, right first time), 80 points. 
Zanini will be up against two well- 
driven Stratoses on the RACE, for 
Jaroszewicz is bound to go, along 
-with Darbiche — but competing on 
home ground must be worth a lot of 
time for SEAT — after all, the taxis 


@ We have ‘not heard much of 
Gordon Batchelor this year, not 
since the Tavern in fact. “Business 


commitments” are apparently the: 


reason for Gordon’s shyness of late, 
but he promises to be out again soon. 
In fact, he is expecting to debut his 
new G1 RS2000 on the Raylor Rally 
(October 30) — the final round of the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT championship. 
His intentions with this car include a 
‘go’ at the RAC and a full assault on 
the G1 championship next year. 


Paul Faulkner... (his ‘manager’ poses nonchalantly in the background’). 


- Cambridge. 


managed to beat the works Fords 
quite comfortably didn’t they? The 
situation as it now stands virtually 
guarantees that the championship 
will be decided at the last round — 
the Warsaw Rally — Jaroszewicz’ 
home ground. The two events com- 
leting the championship after the 
ACE — the St Amand-les-Eaux 
and the Warsaw are both co- 
efficient One events. Darniche, 
however, holds the whip hand and all 
the pressure is on Zanini for the 
RACE rally which should be among 
the most exciting of European 
events to be witnessed for some 
time. Latest ECR totals: Darniche 
320; Jaroszewicz 254; Zanini 240. 


@ Regulations are now available for 
the Ouse Valley Stages which is the 
next round of the Esso Uniflo 
BTRDA Gold Star championship on 
October 10. The start is at B. E. 
Cocks and Co Ltd, Newmarket Road, 
Last year’s winner 
Robin Farrington is at number one 
and the current leaders of the cham- 
pionship,. the Simpson brothers, are 
at number two. Enquiries to John 
Dandy, secretary of the meeting, 
Chalk Cottage, Kensworth, Beds. 


Tel: Luton 21233, ext 2 (daytime). 


Faulkner gets DTV drive 


By way of a change, there seemed to 
be a number of pompetitive cars 
looking for drivers on the RAC until 
recently, as well as the usual 
contrary situation. By far the most 
important British machines which 
were to be assigned pilots are the 
Group 2/4 < Coupé normally 
driven by Will Sparrow (Will is 
drivmg the team’s development 
Chevette) and Chryslers second G4 
Avenger. The Finn, Timo Makela, 
who has been going very well 
recently in an Avenger, may get the 
prize of the Chrysler drive. Negotia- 
tions between Des O’Dell and Pauli 
Toivonen continue. 

Ending the speculation over who 
would drive DTV’s spare G4 
Magnum on the Lombard RAC in 
November, Gerr Johnstone 
confirmed to us on Tuesday that he 
had enlisted the services of talented 
privateer Paul Faulkner for the big 
event. “He’s a Castrol contracte 
driver; he’s had previous 
associations with us, he’s gone well 
this year and he’s one of the very few 
top drivers uncommitted on the 
RAC this year,” commented Gerry. 
Paul has been instumental in helping 
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two teams to win the team prize on 
the RAC in two successive years, 
first with Datsun and then with 
DTV itself. Paul’s other RAC offer 
this year was with Toyota; a drive 
which has now gone to Jean-Luc 
Therier. 


End of WCR 
Safari status? 


Is there any substance to the 
rumours which we keep hearing 
about the East African Safari losing 
its WCR status on account of the 
fact that the organisers wish to open 
the event to South African-style 
“Group Anything”’ cars? Certainly 
the organisers desperately need to 
boost the entries of this once over- 
subscribed classic; and dropping the 
CSI stipulations may be the way to 
do it. Should these rumours be true, 
one cannot help feeling that the side 
effects can only be of some help to 
the Circuit of Ireland organisers in 
their quest to attract foreign 
competitors from Europe. 


BRIEFLY... 


@ Nigel Raeburn will be running a 
series of navigation classes on six 
Thursday evenings (7.15pm _ to 
9.15pm) commencing on November 
4, The classes will cover both road 
and stage rallying, and are held at 
Wythenshawe Adult Education 
Centre, The Birtles, Wythenshaw, 
Manchester M22 5R (061-437 
6722), where enquiries should be 
addressed. 


@ Vital Rustproofing, a Glasgow- 
based company, have recently 
aligned themselves with Low’s, Opel 
main dealers in Glasgow, in support- 
ing the G4 Opel Kadett of Ian 
Wilson. 


Malcolm wins another 


Malcolm Wilson has won another 
one. The man everyone is currently 
discussing with a view to next year, 
did it aro on Sunday when he con- 
vincingly won the Bowmaker 
Autumn Stages — a Scotsman Chal- 
lengers round held in the Scottish 
lowlands. 

Malcolm emerged the winner of 
the event by 35 seconds from Alan 
Arneil, with Russell Close a further 
17 seconds in arrears with the Motor 
Centre G2 RS1800. This very com- 

act event which started at 

cherbie and finished at Dumfries, 
contained about 35 miles of stages in 
the Castle O’er, Twigless, Forest of 
Ae area (after two stages in Dal- 
beattie were lost to the organisers 
last week). 

Held in brilliant sunshine follow- 
ing several days of torrential rain, 
the Autumn Stages boasted a 120- 
car entry containing most of the 

uickest Scottish drivers. Drew 

allacher broke a_ halfshaft at 
Twiglees in the morning session 
while Murray Grierson went off and 
broke the radiator of his RS1600 on 
the very first test, Caste O’er. At the 
halfway halt, Malcolm Wilson, 
having been fastest on all the stages, 
held a slender lead of eight seconds 
from Alistair Brearley in the East- 
ford Motors RS1600. 

A fine battle was expected in the 
afternoon which involved six stages, 
all held in the forest of Ae. As usual a 
number of punctures sealed respec- 
tive fates in this rough, flint-based 
forest. Ian Wilson in the Low’s Opel 
Kadett (now with added sponsorship 
from Vital Rustproofing) went five 
miles on a flat tyre in Ae, but in any 
case he was out of luck, for having 
damaged his differential on the 


1976: Prospects bright 


“but don’t quote me” 


Speculation is a state of mind which 
few journalists on the scent of a 
story can resist for war" This parti- 
cular time of year is traditionally the 
autumnal ‘silly season’ when the 
telephones go quiet for a while, pro- 
minent people pretend they no 
longer exist, and should the journa- 
list stumble over a question mark or 
an anomaly in the accepted future 
scheme of things, there is always the 
hurried ‘don’t quote me’ or the 
equally galling ‘don’t print this, but 


“All in all, it is a fascinating time, 


but fascinating times do not fill 
vacant column inches and while one 
must always uphold one’s mutual 
confidences, there seems little real 
reason now for not allowing a further 
portion of the bubbling cauldron to 
spill out from under the half-closed 
oor. 

Motor racing has long enjoyed its 
‘silly season’ rambling, to the mutual 
exclusion of iealieken Par be it for us 
to emulate the histrionics of the 
racing scene in any way, but equally 
to sit bound and gagged, Mummy- 
like, while all around are signing 


Burmah, he was running a 4.2 axle 
ratio, which was much too high to 
allow his car to be fully competitive. 

Russell Close, having suffered a 
dislocated TCA on the first stage of 
the day, pune sured during the after- 
noon and ran six miles on the rim, 
and the winner also received a flat 
tyre. Alistair Brearley eventually 
succumbed to some poorly sited 
stage markings — going off between 
the flying finish and the stop board 
of a stage; a situation in which he 
was apparently not alone. 

First of the Challengers was Bill 
Mura Baas McCleary (fourth 
overall) 

1, Malcolm Wilson/John Davies (RS1600), 
39.38; 2, Allan Arneil/lan Buttery (RS1600), 
40.13; 3, Russell Close/Alan Maddison (RS1800), 
40.30; 4, Bill Murray/Bryan McCleary (RS1600), 
40.57; 5, Dominic uckleyWalter Duguid 
RS1600), 42.04; 6, Eddie Mackenzie/Charlie 

ichol (RS1600), 42.13. 

@ Fred Almond is still leading the 
ANECC Championship, despite the 
fact that his RS1600 broke its crank. 
shaft on the way to the start of the 
event in Locherbie. 

@ Alex Holmes is now the leading 
Challenger in The Scotsman series, 
with David Porter second in the 
Chunky Chicken/SMT Magnum. 

@ Following the cancellation of the 
Saltire, The Scotsman championship 
organising committee have decided 
to instate the Tour of the Trossachs 
as the final round of the champion: 
ship of November14. The next round 
is ive Border Rally in October. 

@ Overall leaders in the main Scots- 
man championship are still as 
follows: Jim McRae and Murray 
Grierson 67; Allan Arneil and 


‘ Andrew Cowan 52. Perhaps Andrew 


Cowan will get that works Ford 
drive after all! 


deals and ponmeertng contracts is at 
once somewhat Prager and 
tempting. Were one to abide by the 
arbitrary rules made by the news- 
makers, we would all depend 100 per 
cent for our ‘copy’ on press releases 
— it has been going on for years in 
some quarters. 

The British rally world gives the 
impression at present of slumberin, 
peacefully while the final months o 
the year are played out to champion- 
ship conclusions. The — is 
deceptive as men e Gerry 
Johnstone at DTV, Des O’Dell at 
Chrysler, Peter Ashcroft at Ford and 
Bill Pryce at Leyland will tell you. 
What they don’t elaborate upon is 
the nature of the undercurrent of 
activity — and indeed why should 
they? Contracts and budgets are at 


continued on page 18 
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continued from page 17 
stake, awaiting approvals from on 
high and signings from below. So in 
the interim, many happy hours can 
be spent attempting to piece the 
dy of the future jigsaw together. 
e have progressed a certain dist- 
ance towards completing this jigsaw, 
and the completed puzzle is begin- 
ning to take shape — it may not be 
the correct shape, but if it y reed 
mates to our outline, then British 
rallying next year could well become 
a_most_ varied and cosmopolitan 
affair. Not since the late sixties has 
there been so much talk of ‘going to 
Europe’. Surprisingly perhaps, the 
money appears to be available — and 
the domestic scene may be none the 
worse for a little migration. 


The right age 


Among the ‘men of the future’ 
Malcolm Wilson seems to have 
eclipsed Graham Elsmore in the 
‘man most ane to’ stakes. Perhaps 
Graham made the mistake of accept- 
ing too readily certain very attrac- 
tive proposals. It is always easy to 
be wise after the event, but 
Graham’s hasty disposal of his 
ageing Escort plus its superb 1700cc 
engine, must, in the light of recent 
developments and Boreham’s ever- 
increasing workload this year, have 
been his worst ever move. 

With a_ similar car, Malcolm 
Wilson has gone quicker and quicker 
all year. Like Elsmore, he has neither 
the vast amounts of cash required to 
Cape sages the latest ‘works’ parts for 

is car, nor enough time to prepare it 
conscientiously enough to ensure 
reliability (though his last two 
results have brought two wins). The 
Wilson family business is a full-time 
occupation — the car must always 
take second place. Bearing these 
priorities in mind, Malcolm’s drives 
this year have been even more out- 
standing than their considerable face 
value would suggest. Malcolm’s 
finishing record has been dismal, but 
his stage times have been com- 
parable and sometimes better than 
the works drivers themselves in the 
best RS1800s that money and vast 
expertise can produce. 

alcolm is ambitious and, dare we 
say it, “the right age!” Evidently 
Boreham would rather see him win 
rallies in a Mk2-shelled car than an 
‘old nail’, so they will be keen to get 
him into something else. But if he in- 
tends to make his rallying a semi- 
professional occupation, as it would 
appear he does, then he will not be 
content with just a deal of this 
nature, be it Group One or whatever. 
He and his father, both shrewd cus- 
tomers, have already been talking to 
two teams with a view to next year, 
and Malcolm one feels, will not be 
blundering into too eed expensive 
cul-de-sacs. It seems unlikely that he 
will sign anything that involves much 
of his hard-earned cash. Neverthe- 


Malcolm Wilson — wanted. 
| 


less, he is a hot property at present 
and his name is being linked with 
both DOT and young entrepreneur 
David Johnson, as well as with Ford 
themselves. Being one of the 
quickest five drivers in the country 
with a rough and ready 1700cc 
Escort makes him quite rightly a 
man of great potential. If the money 
was right, Tony Fall would not be 
alone in wanting to see him in one of 
his cars. 


Testing 


Ford themselves have been very 
busy at Bagshot lately and while 
John Taylor has been testing their 
“new for ’78”’ G2 dry-sump homo- 
logated engine on a rally in Belgium 
(Taylor is at present being tipped to 
drive a Boreham development car in 
the British Championship next year), 
he, in company with Ari Vatanen, 
has also been testing a four-speed 
transmission, possibly for use on the 
RAC. Is this pare merely an 
adaption of the 2000E/Granada 
Consul ’box or is it something com- 
pletely new? Certainly the four- 
speed transmission makes sound 
sense for use on loose surfaces. 

If there is anything which could be 
described as a shortcoming on the 
RS1800 then it must be the trans- 
mission. The ZF change is slow and 
occasionally difficult to select. It is 
also comparatively heavy, but 
another reason for the four-speed 
Soto might be to determine 
relative power losses of the transmis- 
sions; bhp losses here must be one of 
the most notable areas requiring 
refinement. It is an obvious target 
for development and five gears on 
loose surfaces are in any case 
scarcely necessary. In wins eS with 
engine development and talk of alter- 
native rear suspension, Escort evolu- 
tion seems to be going through 
another active phase at present. 

Europe must be a ag sphere of 
operations for Boreham next year, 
yet Makinen, it seems, is out of 
favour again. Vatanen, fresh from 
his “best newcomer’ award on the 
Manx is with every rally victory in- 
creasing his material value both to 
Ford and everyone else. One 
imagines that he will be asking them 
for a large bag of gold to compensate 
for his “buckshee” apprenticeship. 
Ford have certaink ot their 
money’s worth from him this year — 
even if he has been a little indulgent 
with body panels. 

So who goes to Europe? Ari cer- 
tainly, and presumably Roger ... it 
remains a matter of conjecture 
whether the current rift between 
Makinen and the team — an under- 
current which came to a head on the 
recent 1000 Lakes — has proved 
terminal. 


Midlands 


Russell Brookes thus seems left to 
take command in England, but he 
surely won't be left entirely alone. 
There must be room in Ford’s master 
plan for a Mr X to compete with, and 
against him under one of the many 
enthusiastic dealer wings. Who is Mr 
X? This is yet another of those 
questions and the name of Dawson 
crops up in the first of its many con- 
texts here. (Dawson will, of course, 
be driving the No. 1 Datsun in the 
RAC this year — the ex-Kallstrom 
Acropolis car). 

For once, though, the news is not 
all Ford — far from it. Luton are stir- 
ring in what promises to be a most 
effective way with the new Chevette 
rally car. Gerry Johnstone has re- 
cently been entertaining a number of 
drivers enquiring about his second 


Chevette next year. Gerry clearly 
wants a quick test and development 
driver with considerable experience 
rather than a young charger. No- 
thing has yet been fixed, and DTV 
are very keen to avoid ‘doing a TR7’ 
with the Chevette, which if its 
weight distribution proves satisfac- 
tory, should be a first-rate contender 
with its powerful 16-valve engine. 
Homologation is well advanced and 
the initial car is expected to make its 
debut in Will Sparrow’s hands at 
either the Castrol ’76 or the Raylor 
Rally in October. There will be at 
least one on the RAC, but next year 
it is expected that two cars will be 
competing on a regular basis with a 
Group One Magnum entered as well. 
To have a fast and experienced test 
and development driver within the 
team could do nothing but good, and 
RAC points can hardly be the prime 
objective next year so the choice 
really is wide open. 


Meanwhile 


There is talk of some European 
pavers at Chrysler who also seem 
to be eae in terms of two G4 
cars for the RAC in November, so 
the presence of a second car means 
there is at least one drive going 
spare. Timo Makela’s name is being 
linked to the Chrysler connection but 
a decision has yet to be made. Dis- 
cussions are currently in progress 
with Pauli Toivonen. 


Timo Makela — G4 Chrysler? 


Meanwhile at Abingdon, Leyland 
must have been greatly heartened by 
their successes on the Manx. A com- 
binations of slicks, detailed recce 


repared cars paid 
Most ob- 
that the 


ene very well 
andsome dividends. 
servers commented 


* Triumphs looked slow and sounded 


‘cammy’ on the Manx stages, and 
while the TR7s appeared to crawl 
along between corners, Will 
Sparrow’s Magnum was timed rush- 
ing up a standing quarter mile 
straight in the same number of 
seconds as Curley’s 3-litre Porsche! 
Who’s_ power figures can one 
believe?! 

Clearly the TR7’s handling on 
tarmac is now first class, but 
Leyland would probably admit that 
the car is not the secret route 
forestry racer which they hoped it 
would be. The TR7 is embarrassingly 
wide on occasions, but this in itself is 
not so critical as the visibility which 
from the interior seating position, 
looking forward, is very restricted 
over brows and bumps. In normal 
road use, this is of little consequence 
but for a rally driver hurtling to- 
wards a blind brow, it is of para- 
mount importance. Pace not rallies 
would ap ar to be the car’s forté. 
Witha engine (for which the car 
was designed in any case) on tarmac 
pace note events, the TR would 


surely be a tremendous competitor 

in Europe. Since Leyland plan to 

compete abroad next year (home 

internationals notwithstanding) 

—_ this is what the company 
ve in mind. 

All the above still leaves many 
questions. Will David Johnson co: 
ordinate his alleged activities with 
Fords, Opels and a large budget 
from a trade sponsor? Will Malco 
Wilson be seen in a Kadett, a G1 
Ford or once again rely on his owr 
considerable efforts? Who is Mr X‘ 
Does he really exist? What of the 
Chequered a Will Ford (Ireland 
insist on Billy driving for them next 
year or will Coleman sign with the 
Chiswick Garage and also gc 
abroad? Will Dawson secure thai 
Datsun drive next year — and wil 
the team come to Europe as has beer 
mooted? What of David Sutton anc 
the Avon Connection? Will Ford noi 
wish to retain the services of Pentt 
Airikkala who has often professec 
his great enjoyment of rallies in thi: 
country? The puzzle certainly seem: 
to be slipping into place, but it is 
always the last few details that are 
the most interesting. 

That Ford are thinking seriously 
about a return to Group One seems 
to be more than just a rumour. We 
notice that that David ‘Bazza’ 
Lang, the outback rallyman whc 
looked so good for a short while unti 
lack of pot and a number of acci 
dents ganged up against him, has ar 
entry paid up and signed for the 
Castrol 76. Peter Ashcroft triec 
very hard to find David a backe 
after his superb performance earlie) 
this year on the Mintex Inter 
national, and since then the ex 

atriot Aussie has been lurking ir 

Iham, racing successfully ir 
Formula Ford 1600 when he can 
David apparently has a backer foi 


nd ear — e. backer who is 
allegedly prepared to support him ir 
both racing and rallying(!) So on¢ 


could be forgiven for thinking thai 
Boreham may be interested in help 
ing him with a Group One ride. It ha: 
also been rumoured that this project 
could be a way out for Mr Elsmore 
whose rallying has been all but non 
existent since the Welsh. A paid-uy 
G1 ride would surely be om t¢ 
a moribund RS1800 shell. 

Ford may in fact be considering 
dropping the RS1800 entirely fron 
their Rallye Sport range. They havi 
always been reluctant to make thi 
beasts, constructing the barest mini 
mum necessary to maintain credi 
bility, so we may be on the point o 
witnessing the re-birth of th 
RS2000 — with a 16-valve homolatec 
cyinder head. Not possible? Well 
the Holbay-designed "head has bee 
on the shelf for some while now, an 
the ae aes are all ix 
order (!)... Both Ford (Finland) anc 
(France) are now heavily involved in 
Group One within their respectivi 
domains. It surely can’t be lon; 
before Ford decide to take the cand: 
away from the squabbling trio wh 
currently pick up the pots. Tha 
Boreham cars can accomplish thi: 
feat with some ease has been demon 
strated very adequately on succes 
sive Tours of Britain and the projec 
has undeniable advantages in so fa 
as it harnesses young talent withou 
excessive loss of face or finge 
burning. 

The national scene is indeed in : 
state of flux. Why would Thoma 
Motors go to the trouble of buildin; 
a brand new car for Billy Coleman i 
the latter, as we are to understand, i 
not to be included in Ford’s maste 
plan for next year? Could this nev 
car just be the one destined for For: 
of Ireland and Billy next year? O 
will Mr X drive it in the UK? - 
under the Thomas Motors banner 
Time to go back to sleep... . 
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Sean wins 


Newry MC ran their round of the 
Belfast Telegraph Special Stage 
championship in the Mourne area of 
Northern Ireland last weekend. 
Called the Forests of Mourne, the 
rally was held in diabolical condi- 
tions of heavy rain and high winds. 
The wrath of the elements was 
reflected in the starter/finisher ratio 
— 60/21. 

Clerk-of-the-Course Peter Scott 
ran a generally well organised event 
which only foundered somewhat 
when Robert McBurney’s accident in 
the VW/Porsche blocked a stage 
which was being run twice and thus 
affected leading runners, including 
Paul Martin and Dessie McCartney 
who both reckoned they lost about 
1} minutes in the confusion. Sean 
Campbell/Yvonne Campbell won the 


rally in their G1 RS2000 ahead of 


David Lindsay/David Sandford in 
their RS1800 and Robin Lyons/ 
Shamus McCanny (Avenger GT). 
McBurney is still apparently 
hoping to compete on_ the 
Lindisfarne i using the VW/ 
Porsche which he is constructing for 
David Agnew. 


Billy in Cork 


This weekend is Cork ’20 weekend in 
Ireland. This B&I Line — sponsored 
all-tarmac event boasts a 400 mile 
route including 300 stage miles 
spread over two days in County 

rk. Picturesque Kinsale is the 
base for the rally and a very strong 
120 car entry is headed away by last 
year’s winner, Cahal Curley. Other 
leading crews include Billy Coleman, 
Dessie McCartney, Brian Nelson, 
Adrian Boyd, Dennis Easthope, Ian 
Corkhill, John Dodsworth, Jan 
Churchill, etc. 

A team of three Avengers are 
arriving from England comprisin, 
Bernard Banning, Jeff Churchill an 
Robert James. Gerry Buckley and 
Mick O’Connell are also entered in 
RS1800s. 


RAC Opels 


Just as they mentioned last year, the 
Euro Handler Team are expecting to 
bring over four G4 Opel Kadett 
GTEs for Walter Rohrl, Rauno 
Aaltonen, Anders Kullang and an as 
yet unnamed fourth driver to 
compete in the Lombard RAC. In 
fact, three Opels turned up last year 
and it would not surprise us if the 
same happened again. 

With all this G4 Opel action, plus 
Tony Fall’s keenness to get the Gl 
Kadett prospects off the ground in 
this country, it is perhaps hardly 
surprising that ony, as we 
mentioned two weeks ago, will be 
driving in the ‘standard’ car class in 
November. DOT are now marketing 
a RHD conversion for the Kadett 
GTE (£390 inc VAT), a project in 
which (Bradford University had a 
hand during the early stages of 
development... . 


@ The Lindisfarne, it seems, may see 
the return of the Samson brothers to 
active competition. Their new David 
Sutton-built car is apparently on the 
verge of completion and the enn 
was being put in on Tuesday. If all 
goes well, it may make its debut at 
the weekend. 
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Castrol ’76 
seeding 


The leading 30 crews for the 
Castrol '76, penultimate round of 
both the RAC and 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT championships 
is as follows: : 
1, Tony  Fowkes/Bryan Harris 
(S100; 2, Hannu Mikkola/Arne 
ertz (Toyota Celica GT); 3, Ari 
Vatanen/Peter Bryant (RS1800); 4, 


Russell Brookes/John Brown 
atin 5, Pentti Airikkala/Mike 
reasley (RS1800); 6, Andrew 
Dawson/Andrew Marriott (Datsun 
Violet); 7, Billy Coleman/Dan 
O'Sullivan (RS1800); 8, Tony Pond/ 
Dave Richards (Triumph TR7) 9, 


Chris Sclater/Paul White (Chrysler 
Avenger GT); 10, rian 
Culcheth/JJohnstone Syer (Triumph 
TR7); 11, Tony Drummond/Phil Short 
RS1800); 12, Paul Faulkner/Monty 
eters (RS1800); 13; Will 
Sparrow/Ron Crellin (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 14, Malcolm Wilson/John 
Davies _ (RS1600); 25. Nigel 
Rockey/Derek Tucker (RS1800); 16, 
David Stokes/Bill Andrews (RS1600); 
17, George Hill/TBN (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 18, Graham Elsmore/John 
Tew (RS1800); 19, Richard lliffe/Tony 
McMahon (RS1600); 20, Laurie 
Richards/Alan Richards (RS1800); 
21, Terry Brown/—; (RS1600); 22, 
Donald Mtg yt seed e ean 
(RS1800); 28, Pat Ryan/Mike Nichol- 
son Dolomite Sern: 24, Robin Eyre 
Maunsell/Neil Wilson (Chrysler 
Avenger GT); 25, Jim McRae/David 


Brown (Vauxhall Magnum); 26, Henry . 


Inurrieta/Martin Whale (RS2000); 27, 

Gavin Waugh/Peter Handy/Chrysler 

Avenger GT); 28, Chris Lord/TBN 
auxhall agnum); 29, Ronnie 
icCartney/Rob Pendleton (RS2000); 

rid ae Lee/John Gittens (Datsun 
iolet). 


“Toughest | have seen” 


The 1000km Roof of Africa Rally 
finished on Monday at Maseru in the 
Kingdom of Lesotho. Out of 236 
starters, just 90 finishers staggered 
home from this unbelievably tough 
three day adventure. Tony Pond was 
there, competing in a_ similar 
specification 16-valve Marina to the 
one in which he drove so quickly on 
the Total Rally recently. (This car 
uses a Dolomite Sprint engine, 
Alfetta transaxle and much modified 
front suspension as has _ been 
chronicled in these pages recently). 
There are four categories of entry 
in this event: for Motorbikes, Saloon 
cars, Specials, and Four-wheel-drive 
vehicles. Describing the event after 
the finish, Tony mentioned that the 
roads were ‘‘the toughest I have ever 
seen — a cross between It’s a Mad 
Mad World and The Great Race!” 
Day One consisted of a giant road 
race around the town, appropriately 
called ‘Round the Houses’. Tony 
won this race outright, being 20 


Briefly... 


@ The late Tony Brise’s brother, 
Tim, has recently purchased a G4 
Opel Kadett GTE from DOT and has 
entered it on the Castrol ’76 in mid- 
October. Plans next year include 
a full assault on the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT championship, 


should the necessary sponsors 
found. Tim recently won the Chelten- 
ham Stages and was seventh overall 


on the 
RS2000. 
@ Since there were well over 170 
entries for the Lombard RAC by the 
middle of last week, the organisin, 
committee have decided to go ahea 
with their plan to implement a separ- 
ate Clubman’s rally, as in former 
years. 


uth Wales Stages in his 


New 
Alpine 310 


The V6 version of the Alpine 310 
(which first appeared in prototype 
form two years ago at the Ronde 
Cevenole) is certainly a mean — 
looking device .... below: the four 
wheel disc brakes have four pot 
calipers and are ventilated. 


seconds faster than the quickes 
motorbike, something which ha 
never happened before in the histor 
of the rally. The second day cor 
sisted of a daunting mountain se 
tion, the route of which followed goa 
tracks over deserted peaks a 
heights of up to 11,000 feet! Ton 
started the day in the lead, but wa 
overhauled by the Baja 1000-sty] 
Specials (called Sand Masters!) an 
was fourth overall and _ leadin 
Saloon car at the end of the secon 
gruelling day. 

Still lying in fourth overall on th 
way back to Maseru on the final da 
(and the only saloon car left runnin 
in the entire event by this stage, th 
trusty Marina stripped its diffe 
ential gear teeth just a scant 10 
kilometres from home! San 
Blasters won the four wheele 
vehicle category and a motorbik 
won outright. (Presumably a goa 
was fourth ...). Doubtless Mr Pon: 
will elaborate further on this adver 
ture in his column. 


Total ten: 


bed ten entries for the Total C 
Southern Cross Rally which star 
from Sydney on October 9 are ; 
follows: 

1, Timo Makinen/Henry Lidd« 
(RS1800); 2, Roger Clark/Jim Port: 
Sia a 3, Harry Kallstrom/Rogi 

onhomme (Datsun 710); 4, Shekhi 
Mehta/Adrian Mortimer (Datst 
710); 5, Achim Warmbold/Jean To 
BMW 320i), 6, Andrew Cowan/Fre 

ocentas (Colt Lancer); 7, Raur 
Aaltonen/Jeff Beaumont (Datst 


710); 8, George Fury/Monty Suffe: 
Datsun 710); 9, Barry Fergusor 
indsa 
Greg 
710). 


Adcock (Colt Lancer); 1) 
arr/Wayne Gregson (Datst 
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Jacques Henry, sideways in the rain, exits a hairpin on a downhill section of the second misty stage. 


TOUR DE FRANCE 


The old man of the hills. .. 


Report and photographs by HUGH BISHOP 


“Old Man’ of French rallying Jacques 
Henry won the 35th Tour de France — Auto 
that finished last Friday on the French 
Riviera at Nice. Sharing a Gp5 Porsche 
Carrera with Etienne-Bernard Grobot, 
Jacques Henry who was driving his first 
event since a serious road accident some 
months ago, lead for five of the eight days of 
this marathon event, which was totally 
dominated by Porsches after the early 
demise of Renault-Alpine and the later fail- 
ure of the Lancia Stratos challenge. Bernard 
Beguin’s Gp3 Carrera followed him into 
second place ahead of far more powerful 935 
Turbo-‘Silhouette” of Jacques Almeras. 


ENTRY 


Since the Tour de France was left out of the 


European Rally Championship two years ago, the 
Tour has become unique in the International 
scene for not only is it open to cars of Gp1 — 4 but 
also Gp5 Tour-Auto cars are permitted, allowing 
exotica like the Le Mans Turbo Lancia Stratos 
and “Silhouette” Porsche Carreras. The sight and 
sound of these cars scorching down closed French 
mountain roads can only be described as incred- 
ible in the extreme. So it was that these monster 
machines began to line up in the ancient square of 
the historic town of Nancy. Pride of meee going 
not unnaturally to the car which all France was 
hoping would be a Stratos beater, the purposeful- 
looking 2849cc V6 Renault-Alpine A310 (see else- 
where in this issue for details) making its debut in 
the hands of Jean Ragnotti/Jean-Pierre Aujoulet. 
Another Jean-Pierre, Nicolas was driving the 
other works car, a normal 1800cc A310 both in 
Gitanes colours, while a privately entered turbo 
engined car was for Alain Lebrun. 

ere were just the two Lancia Stratos entered, 
the ex-Aseptogy] le Mans car with 380 oF, Turbo 
engine in immaculate, if garish, colours of its new 
sponsors “Eminence” (who manufacture under- 
wear), for Jean-Claude Andruet to drive, 
accompanied by the delectable “‘Biche”’. The other 
was last year’s Tour winning car when driven by 
Darniche, now in the hands of 24-year-old Bruno 
Saby from Grenoble, still with its 12-valve 250 
bhp power unit. Chardonnet, who began their suc- 


cessful relationship with Darniche on last year’s 

Tour, chose to chase ECR points this year, so 

instead brought a 16-valve Lancia Beta Coupé to 

try for the Cramp des Dames with the talented 

young Anny-Charlotte Verney/Marie-Madeleine 
ouquet. 

But by far the greatest number of entries came 
from privately entered Porsche Carreras, no less 
than three of these being prepared by the Almeras 
Brothers in eke. Twenty seven year-old 
Jaques Almeras driving the most powerful, his 
935 — Turbo with 4.2 engine reputedly turning 
out 480 bhp and weighing only 950 kilos. Guy 
Frequelin’s BP/Christine Laure version weighed 
in at 50 kilos less but had the smaller 3.0 engine in 
again a “Silhouette” body, as did the almost 
identical car of Jean-Francois Mas/Maurice Gelin, 
their car being backed by Defense Mondial and 
Esso. Raymond Touroul, another garage owner, 
was running a further “Silhouette’’ Gp5 Carrera, 
while Jacques Henry (U.F.P.-Christine Laure).... 
and Joel Mouetron were driving heavier 3.0 Gp5 
cars. Mlle. Verney’s main opposition in the hunt 
Top Group 2 (fifth overall) the Jean-Hughes 
Hazard/Thierry Bonnet BMW. 


a 


for Coupé des Dames would come from Christ 
Dacremont and “Ganaelle” in th 
Aseptogyl/Alpine A.310, Michelle Mouton havi 
withdrawn her Porsche entry when her spons 
Elf, were not happy to see their name on 
Porsche. Group 3 looked to be another Pors« 
battle between the main exponents Berni 
Beguin/Rene Boubet in their white Antesite c 
and the deep blue UFP version of Fran 
Roussely who actually owns a bar in Nan 
Group 2 would see BMW, Alfa and Opel battli 
hard while Group 1 looked to be between the O 
Kadett GTEs of French film stars Jean-Lo 
Trintignant/Serge Marquand and He 
Greder/“‘Celigny”. 


THE TOUR 


After heavy thunderstorms on the Thursc 
evening it was no great surprise to competitors 
find the hills in which the first three special sta; 
were to be held on the Friday were shrouded 
low clouds, despite never climbing over 100( 
Slowest cars always go first on the Tour so it v 
11.00am before the first of the Gp4/5 cars set : 
on the 33 km. Foret D’Herival test that was to 
tackled twice. But even the first time was ' 
much for some cars including the V6 A310. Ai 
just 1 km a rear-wheel came off complete with’ 
hub, a drive-shaft hy | sheared; Msg 4 ren 
iscent of the early BDA Escort days. Frequi 
was quickest on this foggy first test by 23s fr 
Henry who was 16 seconds up on Andruet ¢ 
Almeras. Second time round, the rain had incre 
ed and Frequelin was almost a minute slower w 
Top Group 1 (10th overall) Henri Greder leads 

similar Opel of Jean-Louis Trintignant. 
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Bruno Saby, lights ablaze in last year’s winning Stratos, clips an apex on the Haut du Tot. 


Andruet only 8 secs adrift this time. Meanwhile, 
Jean-Francois Mas’s Carrera had developed a 
very bad misfire and was forced to retire on route 
to SS3, the trouble eventually being traced to a 
fault in the petrol-pump and an electrical 
breakdown. i 

Renault-Alpine’s fortunes suffered further set-. 
backs on SS3 when Jean-Pierre Nicolas lost third 
and fifth gears, and Lebrun had gone missing in 
the Turbo car as well. This the third of the classic 
Lorraine stages saw Andruet beating Frequelin, 
Roussely, Henry and Beguin. So back in Nancy at 
the end of the pronene: the positions were as 
follows: Frequelin (44.39.4), druet (45.26.0), 
Henry (45.58.5), Touroul (46.48.3), Almeras 
(47.23.0), Beguin (47.26.2). 

Saturday saw the first of the long road-sections, 
a trek down to Dijon, for the days racing, cars 
divided into the four races on the results of the 
prologue. Fortunately Nicolas, lying ninth, was in 
the last race, so was able to take the car from 
pare-fermé, on penalty of 15 min, and replace the 

earbox in two hours before his race, dropping 

im way back to 82nd place, though he improved 
this to 34th by the end of the race. 

But this race was where Guy Frequelin’s 
sears began, having stopped to change brake 

ises on the way to Dijon, he had the throttle 
cable snap on lap 3, losing 11 minutes while it was 
replaced, dropping him. back to 13th. A 
further Carrera was out of the running, Mouetron 
having blown the engine, and Mile Vernry too was 
forced to retire. . . . after a stirring race at Dijon, a 
cam-follower having broken. The superior power 
Michel Bienvault’s Escort RS2000 two wheels at 
Dijon. 
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of Almeras’s Turbo-Porsche certainly started to 
show at Dijon, but some spirited driving from 


Andruet sand the gap down to 20 secs after 30 


laps of the ultra quick circuit. 

At the night stop at Macon, Andruet was now 
‘in the lead with 1} minutes over Almeras, with 
Raymond Touroul/Jean-Claude Lefebvre up into 
third ahead of Henry, Beguin and Saby. But all 
was soon to change once more, the 38 km stage 
from Chalaux to St. Martin du Ey taking a 
heavy toll on the cars, with its narrow bumpy and 
winding roads. Andruet dropped some four 
minutes with broken engine mountings although 
the engine was already beginning to smoke very 
badly as well. Touroul vanished from third spot 
when Lefebvre, who was driving the car on this 
test, went off the road, damaging the steering and 
suspension on a pile of logs. The order on the 
stage was Frequelin, Henry, Becumn and Almeras, 
and now Jacques Almeras lead by some 40 secs 
from Henry. ( 

And so, on to Magny-Cours and a blistering hot 
Sunday afternoon, still five days to go. Almeras 
and Henry left Andruet on the start line, and soon 
it was Almeras, Frequelin and Henry in close 
formation, Andruet dropping back slightly. The 
exhaust manifold on Almeras’s car worked loose 
and he spun, both he and Andruet being almost 
overcome by exhaust fumes. Henry went on to 
win the race and take over the lead, a lead that he 
was never again to lose. Sunday night meant 
Orleans, Monday at the Bugatti circuit at Le 
Mans, saw the end for Andruet, his engine finall 
crying enough. The Tour then headed due sout 


Circuit tactics — Francu Roussely elbows out Jean-Pierre Nicolas. 


via a stage at Sarlat-Marquay, Nogaro and into 

the Pyrenees for another short eight kilometre 

stage before Albi, then twice over the old Monte 

“favourites”, Burzet and Le Moulinon before the 

final two races at Paul Ricard and the finish in 
ice. 

Jacques Henry was never really challenged 
again, but Bernard Beguin managed to overhaul 
Almeras to take his Gp3 Carrera into an incredible 
second overall, taking no less than four minutes 
off him in the Ardech where it was raining once 
again. “Ladagi” took over fourth place in his Gp3 
Carrera when Francis Roussely was forced to stop 
and change a wheel, leaving Jean-Hugues Hazard 
to take up fourth and win Gp2 in his 3.0 BMW, 
while Christine Dacremont won the ladies prize, 
some consolation for Alpine, with sixth overall. 
Group one finally went to Henri Greder in his 
Opel Kadett GTE, Gerard Sainpy, who went well 
in the 1000 Lakes rally, braking his gear-shift 
early in the event and Jean-Louis Trintignant fall- 
ing by the wayside in the latter stages. 


35th Tour de France — Auto 

1, J. Henry — E. B. Grobot ee Porsche Carrera) 9h 21m 40.1s; 2, 
B. Beguin — R. Boubet (Gp3 Porsche Carrera) 9h 37m 22.8s; 3, J. 
Almeras — “‘Tilber”’ (Gps Carrera 935 Turbo) 9h 37m 32.3s; 4, 
“Ladagi”’ — ‘'Segolen" (Gp3 Porsche Carrera) 10h 17m 7.9s; 5, J-H. 
Hazard — onnet (Gp2 BMW 3.0) 10h 18m 46.6s; 6, C. 
Dacremont — ‘Ganaelle” (Gp4 Alpine A.310) 10h 21m 17.3s; 7, P. 
Bos — J. Anton (Gp3 Carrera) 10h 22m 56.5s; 8, P. Meny — G. 
Berger (Gp4 Alpine A. . 10h 24m 49.7s; 9, T. Perrier — J. 
Belliard (Gp5 varrera) 10h 31m 47.6s; 10, J. H. Greder — ‘“‘Celigny”’ 
(Gp1 Opel Kadett GTE) 10h 36m 44.1s. 
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Mutual help 


I was very interested to read the article by Bob 
Constanduros on Luigi Cimarosti, as only two 
weeks ago I sampled, first hand, his attention to 
detail and his mechanical flair. 

Taking my recently Roy Lane re-built McLaren 
M1i4A to Luxembourg and Belgium to do two 
hillclimbs, in the first hillclimb at Luxembourg I 
broke a front anti-roll bar stay and upon arrivin 
in Belgium for the second hillclimb, I contac 
the Huy Motor Club organisers for advice as to 
where I could get it repaired. They immediately 
put me in touch with Luigi, phoning him first to 
warn him of my arrival as he did not speak 
English and my French is limited to ‘deux 
beers’! The broken part was immediately mended 
with some specialised welding done by Le 
“osaage aged and all offers of payment for the ha 

our or so taken to do the job were refused by 
him. Although we had language problems, he 
managed to convey that on his last visit to Silver- 
stone he had received somewhat similar 
hospitality from a local garage in Towcester, and 
this was his way of saying “thank you”’ to them. 

His garage and workshop, although small, were 
spotlessly clean and while Luigi was doing the 
work to my broken anti-roll bar, my family 
eipestt, at close quarters, his immaculate 
BMWs. I’m glad he achieved the success he 
deserves at Silverstone and that through your 
correspondence column I would like to thank him 


for his help as I know AUTOSPORT is widely read in. 


_Belgium and maybe one of his English speaking 
friends will thank him on my behalf. 
WIRRAL, MERSEYSIDE DON ROBINSON 


Peculiar affair 


I’ve just read of Ferrari’s successful appeal re The 
British Grand Prix results and wish to express 
my disgust at the way Grand Prix racing is pro- 


coedlg eh Ege ae rg —ecleeratate a 
as believing that “The World Championship 
should be decided on the race track .. .’”’ So why 
not this year? 

I spent three days at Brands in July, and, like 
thousands of others, suffered the extortionate 
costs at the circuit and the haphazard lack of 
organization (eg the shambolic ‘“‘pit-stop” com- 

tition) of the English organizers, in the end, 

ames Hunt won the Grand Prix hands down 
much in the delight of the partisan crowd. Now 
I’m not a Hunt fan but he clearly proved on the 
day that he was a better driver than the World 
Champion. 

On top of the season’s previous squabbles, the 
charade at Monza survey takes the biscuit, a most 
peculiarly continued affair. Get the rule-book 
written sensibly and clearly; ensure that all 
concerned know and can apply the rules and 
above all once the races have started stop the 
arguments and leave the drivers to win on the 
track, not “lost” in a court of appeal. 

CONON BRIDGE. ANGUS BETHUNE. 


TT-Terrible press 


May I, through your columns thank Silverstone 
aod the BRDC for os a most interesting 
weekend during the Tourist Trophy weekend. For 
a tremendously reasonable admission price of 
£1.70, one could see the debut of the new Jaguar, 
fine F3 and SuperVee racing, and of course, the 
Tourist Trophy, which was not too long to be 
boring, and not too short to allow one to go for a 
good walk around the circuit. All this time, we 
were kept informed by an efficient and enjoyable 
ublic address by Messrs. Titchmarsh, Marsh, 
ay etc. 
owever, by no means detracting from the 
BRDC’s efforts, may I decry the appalling press 
coverage of the race. When existent, much of it 
was largely inaccurate, in particular that in the 
Guardian, while the Daily Mail was another which 
gave such scanty detail as to be useless. The Times 
and Daily telegraph were marginally better. I 
believe these inaccuracies come about as the 
reporters are summoned to something other than 
their beloved (scandal ridden) Formula One, and 
they show that the — of their reporting is 
skindeep (what does Jochen Mass look like?), and 
that lack of interest means lack of detail and 
effort; almost as professional as Formula One! 
BICESTER, OXON. NICK RAMBLE 
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Unrrofessional conduct 


As the drivers competing in the British Grand 
Prix entered Paddock Bend for the first time on 
July 18, the two Ferrari cars, which were leading, 
collided causing a multiple accident. The race was 
stop to allow the marshals time to clear the 
resulting debris from the track and in the race 
that followed, James Hunt completed the race 
and crossed the finishing line in front of every 
other driver. All 77,000 of us witnessed it. 

We have now been told that it did not happen. 
It isn’t Moscow rewriting the history books, it’s a 
bunch of jerks in Paris, posing as an Appeals 
Committee. Their decision has nothing to do with 
motor racing and the smell of back stage corrup- 
a could only be confused with complete inepti- 
tude. 

The whining, undignified appeal by Ferrari is an 
insult to the remarkable courage of Niki Lauda 
and the prestige that his determination has 
reflected on his team. Can the mature and experi- 
enced Enzo Ferrari have derived any true satis- 
faction from this shabby episode. What value has 
4 ge Championship if it is won from behind a 

esk. 

We pay our entrance fees to see men of great 
skill and courage rope for the ‘Grand Prize’ 
and these drivers unfailingly provide a spectacle 
worth far more than the price of admission. Their 
efforts are being devalued. 

Let us all hope that in the ag thrid future, the 
people who claim to organise this sport, will be 
able to protat from their collective ranks, a 
degree of professional conduct that could some 
how pass as respectable. 


LONDON S.W.1 P. LINCOLN 


Pryce of fame 


I was very pleased to read the interview on Tom 
Pryce. It is about time someone showed more 
interest in him than just the other British “‘ace”’. 
Your interview was most informative and delved 
deeply into the man. So more on Pryce and others, 
which must surely ensure more readers for your 
excellent magazine. 


RICHMOND, SURREY. G. COUGHLAN. 


At your service 


I read with interest John Brown’s remarks 
regarding a cheap rally formula based on our Mini 
1000 regulations. Unfortunately we have no 
experience of rallying in the Mini Seven Racing 
Club and we are kept busy running the Leyland 
National Mini hallenge. However these 
aes eae are not insurmountable by ourselves or 
y other parts of the Mini Seven Club as a whole. 
For the present, and to see what sort of 
reactions there are, would any interested parties 
from all sides of ae dog er to get in touch with 
the Mini Seven Club’s National Secretary. He is 
Dave Orchard of 8 Haynes Close, Marlbrook, 
Bromsgrove, Worcs., who has kindly agreed to 
act as an Information Centre. 
HuGH HARTLEY, 
Secretary. Mini Seven Racing Club. 
Boston, LINCS. 


Formula Price Check 


John Brown’s thoughts on ‘keeping it cheap’ in 
Purely Personal (Autosport Sept 23) prompt me 
to report on the progress of ‘Formula Price 
Check’. 

This is the working title of a proposal now under 
consideration by the RAC ies Committee for a 
low cost rally car formula and championship in 
1977, aimed at the sport’s grass roots. Thirteen 
motor sport journalists and leading trade per- 
sonnel have contributed ideas and support to this 
scheme, which embraces the following require- 
ments: 

1, The unit over which cost control is most easily 
exercised — the car — is strictly limited by the 
extent to which modifications can be made. But 
there is not the high initial purchase price in- 


volved in pa | 1. 
2, The secon eatest expense — the events 
themselves — be chosen primarily for their 


value and quality. 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers opinions 


8, Cars will be sufficiently powerful to produce 
exciting motor sport, satiaty their drivers and 
develop their techniques. Unlike Group 1, the cars 
cari be specifically guys to avoid expensive 
breakages. Cheating will be virtually impossible 
since all limitations refer to visible items — ie the 
cars can be scrutineered at a glance before, during 
and after rallies. 

5, Prize money will be evenly distributed in the 
four classes and kept to a modest level to discour- 
age ‘advanced’ drivers who feel their sport should 
pay for itself. 

6, Continuous publicity for the series — and the 
drivers in it — will be guaranteed by the sponsor 
and end-of-season exposure for the winners will be 
onsen sp: by the journalists who have helped 

ormulate the series. 

Latest thinking is that only four cylinder, eight 
valve, single carb, single cam pushrod engines 
should be allowed. Lightweight panels and 
advertising would be permitted, alloy wheels and 
dry sump lubrication would not. To fall in with 
current RAC thinking and the needs of a sponsor 
(whose finance is required to run the series), it 
would be held over special stage events. 

Now is the time for lace aag entrants to 
voice their feelings and help us get it right first 
time. I can’t guarantee replies to letters but 
promise that all will be ready and inwardl 
digested. Remember, the cars could cost as little 
as £200; their crews will stand a real chance of 
winning awards and recognition. 

LONDON DAVID HARDCASTLE 


Then as now? 


After the “call-calls and groans” from the 
race crowd at Monza following the public 
address announcement prior to the Italian 
Grand Prix that BRM had withdrawn, the 
following week’s AUTOSPORT (September 
28th, 1951) kept readers well informed with 
an ay the minute investagative feature 
entit “The BRM Storm”. The topical 
double page spread opened by stating that 
“the B failure to start should be dis- 
cussed in a rational and entirely un-biased 
manner.” To re-cap, the cars had been 
delayed on their bi to Italy; toy were 
hastily built and suffered gearbox failures 
in practice and racing driver Ken Richard- 
son was refused permission to drive by the 
RAC, thereby necessitating Hans Stuck to 
take over at the lastmoment. 

The AUTOSPORT investigation found that 
BRM were having trouble with the supply 
of components from outside sources and 
that modifications found, necessary after 
Silverstone could not be proved properly in 
the time available. Q 

The RAC clarified their position by issu- 
ing a statement to the effect that Richard- 
son was prevented from driving in the race 
because he almost totally lacked actual rac- 
ing experience, even though it was known 
that he had driven more test miles in 
BRMs than any other driver. The gearbox 
problems turned out to be faulty selectors 
and it was the thought of what might have 
happened if trouble occurred at high speed 
that prompted the cars’ withdrawal. ... 
“With the gearlever in the required posi- 
tion, he has no way of knowing whether or 
not the car is in two gears at once until the 
clutch is back home again. If this has 
syenigs the back wheels will immediate- 
ly lock, and the car will go into a violent 
spin. As everything takes place in a frac- 
tion of a second, there is little that he can 
do about it.” 

Meanwhile, rallying was progressing to- 
wards the completely uncompetitive joke 
that would eventually force us to copy the 
Scandinavians in order to redress such a 
pathetic state of affairs. We reported on 
the Scottish Sporting CC’s ‘Heather 
Rally” which involved 365 miles of motor- 
ing (in three days!) most of which appeared 
to take place in the grounds of expensive 
hotels. One test really taxed the skills of 
Britain’s ay A drivers in requiring a start 
on a steep hill without rolling backwards. 
It was officiated by Pat Melville “wavin, 
the white hankie” after M.R. Chassels ha 
placed the match boxes under the rear 
wheels. 
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Pe AOE ht ot 
The Cortina’s new body sh 


FORD CORTINA 


a! zt i Sale 


ell offers als percent increase in glass area and greatly improved visibility. 


Programmed to impress 


To replace an extremely popular model which has 
been, and still is, a market leader, is a somewhat 
daunting responsibility. So often, manufacturers 
think they have improved on a well-loved car and 
then found, to their chagrin, that the public are 
far from happy with the new version. However, 
Ford are the acknowledged leaders of the modern 
science which they call comprehensive in-depth 
market surveying. Armed with such information, 
they know that they are developing their cars in 
the right direction. 

Because I am writing for a readership which 
tends to be more knowledgeable, and therefore 
more critical, then the average car buyer, I may 
not see eye-to-eye with the Ford designers in 
every respect and my comments may appear to be 
rather harsh. Nevertheless, I would in no wa 
dispute their solutions, for they know their 
market so well that they will never make a false 
step and their Mark IV Cortina will inevitably be 
an even greater success than its predecessor. 

The new Cortina shows no change in the main 
dimensions, except for a slight increase in front 
track, brought about by the adoption of negative 
wheel camber. The body shell is new, however, 
and the car looks larger because there is a 15 per 
cent increase in glass area. The side windows are 
deeper, those in the back doors also being 
lengthened, while the rear window is noticeably 
larger, with 40 per cent greater area. This renders 
parking much simpler and also, along with the 
external door mirror, it makes observation easier 
when the enemy in blue is creeping up behind. 

Although the styling is conventional, since 
advanced aerodynamic shapes do not yet appeal 
to Mr and Mrs Smith, the wind tunnel has been 
used to reduce lift and increase stability in side 
winds, an unobtrusive air dam being built into the 
front end. As the public still demand an 
impressive radiator grille, really low drag figures 
have not been obtained, but Ford are slowly 
educating their customers. Perhaps we shall see a 
smooth nose and an air slot under the bumper 
when Mark V or VI is announced! As the sheet 
metal pressings are also used for the German 
Ford Taunus, the shape must also appeal to Herr 
und Frau Schmidt, natirlich. The instrument and 
facsia layout follows that of the last series of the 
Mark III, which received an award from the 
Design Council. 

There are two-door, four-door, and five-door 
estate versions of the new body and, after a re- 
think on ventilation, Ford have gone back to 
extraction from the rear quarters, but with larger 
louvres this time. Variations in equipment are 
covered by Standard, L, and GL models, while the 
“S” has a more sporting image, the package 
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including up-rated suspension and low-profile 
tyres. Finally, the Cortina Ghia has most of these 
things, plus extra sound damping, thick pile 
carpets, and tinted glass. 


Engine options cover a 1300cc pushrod job, a. 


1600cc overhead-camshaft unit, either in 60bhp 
“economy” form or 73bhp tune, and a 2000cc 
OHC type at the top of the range. Four-speed 
manual gearboxes are normally fitted, but an 
automatic transmission from Ford’s Bordeaux 
factory is available with the two larger engines. 
Technically, the epee changes, many un- 
seen, have been made in the pursuit of improved 
refinement. Much of the coarseness of the 
previous model was traced to the drive-line, and 
the propeller shaft universal joints now work 
through smaller angles. The front of the engine 
has been dropped to straighten the line, while the 
nose of the rear axle hypoid has been raised, the 
latter necessitating some reduction in suspension 
travel. Thicker rubber bushes are also employed 
in the rear suspension arms and the springing has 


been altered in many details, including the 
adoption of variable-rate springs wound with 
tapered-section wire. In general, there is less 
damping and greater roll resistance. 


ROAD IMPRESSIONS 
I 


was given an opportunity to drive the new 
Cortinas on a splendid test route over the 
Yorkshire moors. It must be pointed out, in 
fairness to the cars, that these roads were very 
bumpy indeed and far worse than those found in 
more urban areas. However, we know that 
economy is dictating a programme of neglect for 
all but the main trunk roads, so such surfaces will 
become increasingly common in the near future. 

I drove a 2000 Ghia, a 1600, and a 2000 
automatic, but I omitted the 1300 as being of 
rather less interest to AUTOSPORT’S readers. If I 
may summarise my experiences, I would say that 
the improvement in refinement is outstanding but 
the suspension modifications are a bit of a dis- 
appointment. I know that British motorists 
worry much less about riding comfort than some 
other nationalities, notably the French, and that 
they will queue up to buy the Cortina in spite of 
that Mr Ford’s computer is far less sensitive than 
was computer des ened so I can only ware 
that Mr. Ford’s computer is far less sensitive than 
my bottom. 

There was some variation in the ride and 


A new “‘sporting” model is the two-litre S saloon with up-rated suspension and low-profile types. 
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handling of the different models, the automatic 
car, curiously enough, riding noticeably better 
than the others, though I do not know why. The 
_—— pattern, however, was of excessive up and 

own movement, occasional bottoming of the 
suspension, both front and rear, and a tendency 
for the rear axle to leap about, thus losing 
adhesion over the worst bumps. Some may accuse 
me of being over-critical, because I so often drive 
the super-cars of this world, and of course they 
are entitled to their own opinions. They may also 
suggest that my co-driver and I drove faster than 
the ns vr family man who buys such cars. 
Nevertheless, having regard to the rapidly 
worsening state of Britain’s roads, I think that 
such criticism is valid. 

On a far happier note, the standard ‘of refine- 
ment has improved immeasurably. The cars are 
quieter, body booming has been skilfully subdued, 
and the well-known four-cylinder rumble has been 
eliminated at 20mph in top gear, with good pick- 
up from such speeds. The former vibrations and 
miscellaneous noises have been removed at their 
source by the driveshaft re-alignment. 

On the long, winding descents of the Yorkshire 
moors, the brakes stood up well to hard driving. 
That the synchromesh gearboxes were a delight 
to handle almost goes without saying in 
connection with this make, but the automatic 
from Bordeaux is, if anything, even better. One 
could certainly not say that of earlier automatic 


A new steering wheel compliments Ford’s award-. 
winning instrument panel. 


Fords, but this one has a transmission which 
exactly matches the engine. With the accelerator 
pedal on the floor, up-changes took place at 
6000rpm, which provided a really vivid per- 
formance. The 1600cc engine has noticeably less 
torque than the 2000, and the bigger unit is 
worthwhile in hilly-country. 

The new Cortina is a big, impressive-looking car 
which will sell like hot cakes to families all over 
Britain. If it contains little to titivate the jaded 
palate of the enthusiast, that’s just too bad. Like 
the refrigerator, the TV set, and the central 
heating, its all part of modern living; if it looks 
more expensive than it is and can excite the envy 
of the Jones family next door, that’s all part of 
modern living, too. Perhaps it’s not my sort of 
car, but once again Ford will certainly sell a 
million and that, after all, is the object of the 


exercise. JVB 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 

Car Described: Ford Cortina Mark IV. 
Engines: 1300: Four-cylinder 80.98 x 62.99mm (1297cc). 
Compression ratio 9.2 to 1, 50bhp DIN at 5000rpm, pushrod- 
operated overhead valves. Ford downdraught carburettor. _ 
1600: Four-cylinders 87.7 x 66mm (1593cc). Compression ratio 9.2 
to 1, 74bhp DIN at 5000rpm. Economy 1600: 60bhp DIN at 
4500rpm). Belt-driven overhead camshaft. Ford downdraught 
carburettor. 
2000: Four-cylinders 90.8 x 77mm (1993cc). Compression ratio 9.2 
to 1,99bhp DIN at 5200rpm. Belt-driven overhead camshaft. Weber 
compound carburettor. 
Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh 
earbox, ratios 1.00, 1.40, 2.01, and3.58tol. s 

: 1.00, 1.37, 1.97, and 3.65 to 1. Hypoid rear axle, ration. 
Bert i to 1, 1600: 3.78 to 1. Economy 1600: 3.89 to 1, 2000: 

.75 to 1. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. Independent front 
suspension by wishbones, coil springs, and anti-roll bar. Rack and 
pinion steering. Live rear axle on trailing and semi-trailing arms with 
coil springs and anti-roll bar. Servo-assisted disc/drum brakes. Bolt- 
aont wheels, fitted 165 SR 13 tyres. (185/70 SR 13 on Ghia and S 
models). 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 8ft 5.5in. Track 4ft 8.9in/4ft 8in. Overall 
or 14ft 10.3in. Width 5ft 6.9in. Weight 1300: 2213Ibs, 1600: 
2325lbs, 2000: 2380!bs. 
Performance: (Makers’ figures) Maximum speed 1300: 82mph, 
E 1600: 88mph, 1600: 94mph, 2000: 103mph. Acceleration. 
— , 1300: 19.4s, Economy 1600: 15.1s, 1600: 12.4s, 2000: 


Fuel Consumption: (Makers’ touring figures): 1300: 41.2mpg, 
Economy 1600: 37 ane, 1600: 34.5mpg, $000. 30.7 nme. 


AUTOSPORT, SEPTEMBER 30, 1976 


Front styling reflects big brother’s influence. 


VOLVO 343 


Predictable 
offspring 


The name of Volvo is associated with an 
coieruny tone range of cars, containing a great 
deal of best-quality Swedish steel. The firm’s 
publicity material always tends to show a rather 
morbid interest in having accidents, and certainly 
a Volvo is likely to prove victorious in any 
collision. The Volvo takeover of DAF has now, 
predictably, resulted in the production of an 
equally tough 1400cc car, which I have been 
permitted to drive and, indeed, to thrash round 
the Goodwood circuit. 

The steel body is a three-door semi-estate type 
and we can take it as read that it has every 
possible form of crash protection and safety 
provision. It is notable for its large window area, 
giving an excellent all-round view, and there is 

uilt-in ventilation of high capacity, with 
extraction through the rear quarters via non- 
return valves. 


DIESEL VW GOLF 


MacPherson front suspension is used and, oh 
joy, there is a genuine de Dion axle at the rear, 
with servo-assisted dual-circuit disc front and 
drum rear brakes. The engine is a five-bearin 
pushrod job, of Renault parentage, whic 
rename 70bhp. Naturally, this is transmitted in 
phew DAF manner through an automatic 
clutch, bevel gear, and Variomatic belt drive. This 
transmission has been refined by the Volvo 
engineers. 

ertainly, the 343 DL has come a long way from 
the original Dutch cyclecar. It is as substantial as 
the bigger Volvos and one selects forward or 
reverse without danger of crunching, while the 
getaway is now pleasantly smooth. The engine is 
moderately audible when pressed, but the trans- 
mission has been quietened most impressively. 
Overall, this car is far more refined than its 
forbearers. 

As the weight is quite substantial, the per- 
formance is not electrifying. The claimed 
maximum is 90mph and although I could not 
reach this on Goodwood’s short straight, I would 
imagine it to be possible on a long enough flat 
road. The stepless automatic transmission works 
very well but cannot be over-ridden manually. 
Deserving of the a ae praise, the roadholding 
and handling are splendid. Though the car can be 
flung into a corner with the tail hanging right out, 
it resists the final spin-off phenomenally well and 
rides comfortably over the bumps. Let us hope 
that this superb rear end may one day be adapted 
to the bigger Volvos, too. I really had fun at 
Goodwood with the 3438 DL, but I’m afraid that 
the British price, when announced, will be a bit of 


a shock. JVB 


SPECIFICATION 


Car Tested: Volvo 343 3-door 5-seater saloon. 

Engine: Four-cylinders 76 x 77mm (1397cc). Compression ratio 9.5 
to 1. 70bhp at 5500rpm. Pushrod-operated overhead valves. Down- 
draught carburettor. 

Transmission: Automatic centrifugal clutch. Shaft drive through 
bevel gears to variable belt and pulleys controlled by centrifugal 
governor and induction vacuum. Helical spur gear drive to 
differential and articulated half-shafts to rear hubs. Overall ratios 
vary between 3.86 and 14.22 to 1. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. MacPherson 
independent front suspension with coil springs and anti-roll bar. 
Rack and pinion steering. De Dion rear axle on trailing arms and coil 
—-. Telescopic dampers all round. Servo-assisted dual-circuit 
disc/drum brakes. Bolt-on steel wheels, fitted 155 SR 13 tyres. 
Dimensions: Wheelbase 7ft 10.3in. Track 4ft 5.1in/4ft 6.3in. Overall 
length 13ft 9.5in. Width 5ft 5.3in. Weight 19cwt 26lbs. 
Performance: (Makers’ figures) Maximum speed 90mph. 
Acceleration: 0-50mph 12.0s. 

Fuel Consumption: (Makers’ figures) 32 to 35mpg. 


The sound of economy? 


On Monday of this week Volkswagen GB 
innocuously announced a diesel engined deriva- 
tive of the highly successful Golf hatchback; an 
act which is likely to be of much greater signific- 
ance than it may first appear. There is, of course, 
absolutely nothing new in either a diesel engine, 
or a diesel powered passenger car and, currently, 
there are several diesel versions of well known 
models offered on various world markets — 
notably none are British. Last decade BMC did 
offer a diesel alternative for their medium sized 
“Farina” models, but this was noisy, slow, smelly 
and of dubious benefit to hire car or fleet 
operators on the home market and it conse 
quently went the way of Blue Streak, and many 
other British ideas germinated in the 1950s, by 
failing to reach orbit. 

Germany is one country which, by hook or by 
crook, has managed to remain at the forefront of 
an invention of one of its citizens — the Diesel 
engine — now appears to be consolidating that 
advantage both in Europe and its near-limitless 


Another Colt 


The Colt Celeste, introduced into the UK last 
April in 1600cc and 2-litre form, now has an 
addition to the range, the Celeste 1600 GS. Out- 
yey the car is identical to the current 1600 ST, 
but the GS model sports two Solex twin barrel 
carburettors, a five-speed gearbox and improved. 
performance. The power output of the 1600 GS is 
110bhp (SAE) at 6300rpm as against 100bhp in 
the standard 1600 ST. Maximum speed is 
ersten to 102.5mph. The new model sells for 
2,750. 


world market. The three litre, five cylinder, diesel 
power unit of the Mercedes Benz 300D passenger 
car caused a few raised eyebrows when it was 
announced and now Volkswagen’s 1500cc four 
cylinder engine is about to do the same. Making 
its debut at the London Motor Show next month, 
the diesel Golf is claimed to have overcome the 
problem of slugishness and smell — obviously not 
quite the same thing as the ubiquitous Mercedes 
taxi which is for most of us our only experience of 
a diesel car. 

Volkswagen claim a top speed of 87.5mph; a 
zero to 60mph acceleration time of 16.5s and a fuel 
consumption of 60.lmpg (town); 48.7mpg 
(country roads) and 44,1mpg on motorways. The 
quoted fuel consumption figures are the average 
results of ten thousand tests by different drivers. 
The car is expected to cost about £350 more than 
the equivalent petrol engine version when it is 
released for sale on the UK market next year. 

The Golf’s engine is a straight development 
of the the petrol version, a 1500cc overhead cam 
unit giving 50bhp at 5000rpm. It uses the 
same main bearings and an almost identical block 
to the 1500cc petrol engine. A toothed belt 
operates both the camshaft and the fuel injection 
pump. As a diesel engine, it has no carburettor, 
spark plugs, ignition system coil, condenser or 
distributor and maintenance costs should be 
proportionally less. A service life twice that of a 
conventional petrol engine is predicted and Volks- 
wagen expect the car to appeal particularly to the 
fleet market because of its fuel economy, expected 
reliability and low service costs. The Golf has 
been specially insulated for its diesel installation 
and the manufacturers claim that the occupants 
will only be aware of the fact when the car is 
idling. “‘The sound of economy” is how the manu- 
facturer would like us to think of its different 
noise. IDS 
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RE RE oe Rie 


_ look at the future and ions 


On promotion, plans 
and club racing 


The world of the professional musician is 
very often hectic: a succession of long, late 
nights in noisy and smokey studios, travel- 
ling from one city to another on tour, giving 
interviews, booking into one hotel after 
another and generally promoting both the 
music and the individuals, interspersed with 
strenuous bouts of live performances. So 
when it’s all over, it would seem the last 
thing that anybody would want to do is 
travel to the still relatively noisy environs 
of a racing circuit. But KEN HENSLEY, 
leader of the Internationally successful rock 
band Uriah Heep is, as he says, one of the 
last, mad enthusiasts. He has his own team 
of three FF2000 Dulons, occasionally drives 
one himself when he’s saved up enough 
money to pay the insurance, and just as im- 
ectant, helps out two more drivers, Ian 

aylor and Frank Sytner, both of whom 
have proved their worth during the season. 
Indeed, Taylor currently challenges for the 
lead of the APG series. However, not 
content with investing money in British club 
racing, Hensley wants to do more than that, 
and last week, with IAN TAYLOR, outlined 
his promotional ideas with BOB 
CONSTANDUROS at the headquarters of 
Bronze Records. 


Bob Constanduros: Why has Ken Hensley Racing 
become serious? 
Ken Hensley: It started out as a bit of a lark for 
me, I saw in Ian a very very good, highly qualified 
individual, not only as a driver but also a ep 
with whom I got on with very well, would like to 
be associated with and it just occurred to me that 
I was pouring a great deal of money into this. 
I was satisfied that I was getting enough from 
just the sheer enjoyment of it but I thought I 
could probably keep it going longer. I started to 
ht, “well how long can 
I keep this going just as a lark” — if I wanted to 
continue to be involved in racing which I did, I 
had to start thinking about putting it on a 
business level, and once we started talking, the 
ideas developed, and the positive formation of 
Ken Hensle oo as a racing team and the 
potential offshoots from there, and that’s really 
why it became serious and I think since it became 
serious it was the right move to make. We’re now 
starting to get the results, and the team is start- 
ing to run a lot smoother and it’s a very very 
enjoyable little business. 


Should you expand, would you think about 
another Formula? 
KH: Yes, we would, but it’s contingent, 100 per 
cent, with attracting the right kind of sponsorship. 
We've elected, when considering the other altern- 
atives, to plump for F3 next year with Ian. This 
will be aside from FF2000 which we will 
continue to run. We will only do F3 if we have an 
adequate, more than adequate budget based on 
the costings we’ve done to run an F8 car success- 
at for the whole season. 

e thing with FF2000 where it has an 
advantage over the Formulae above it is that 
although there is some political bickering that goes 


on, you don’t have to get involved in it, you can 
k 


work around it whereas with the Formulae above 


THIS WEEKS CENTRE SPREAD 


The Ken Hensley Racing Dulons have 
provided a colourful and competitive 
addition to this year’s Allied Polymer 


Group FF2000 championship. The featured 
car of Ian Taylor is currently lying second 
in the series by a mere two points going on 
to the final round at Mallory Park, while 
the Sytner of Nottingham supported car of 
Frank Sytner has also shown very well this 


year, leading the field on a number of 
occasions. e second of the inserts 
features the car of Ken Hensley himself, 
who likes to come out for a race every now 
and then; but this depends both on buying 
the imsurance and whether he’s in the 
country or not. It’s a professionally run 
team, managed by Ian Taylor, and one 
where the recent success is really 
welcomed. Picture: David Winter 
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that, you can only pane if you're prepared 
to get involved with the politics and I think that 
to get involved with those sort of politics, some- 
one’s got to give us a lot of money to cope with the 
hassle. Otherwise we'll just continue with 
FF2000. I don’t want to ever do motor racing un- 
less I can definitely enjoy it. I don’t want to even 
get involved with it. After the Dempster affair, I 
was just prepared to kiss it goodbye. The pleasure 
got too serious. So while we are very serious about 
what we do, we’re also very serious about having 
a good time. 

Having done FF, then F3 and then FF 2000, how 
do FF2000 and F3 compare? 

IT: I would say they are very very similar. I 
haven’t done a lot of the 2-litre F3, but what I 
have done is very very similar. 

KH: What disturbs me most about F3 is that it’s 
become so totally dominated by one or two 
drivers, in its 2-litre form. There are people 
further down the grid who have ostensibly the 
same equipment. ... 


4 


KEN HENSLEY 


Ken Hensley is not a representative of the 
lay-man’s view of the ‘heavy rock 
musician’. At 31, he might be considered to 
be a little old for beating out 15 minute 
barrages of sound as the keyboard expert 
and sometime vocalist with Uriah Heep, a 
heavy rock band. He’s tough but lean, lucid 
and very determined. 

When he left school at eighteen, he was 
determined to be a professional musician, 
and with such bands as Cliff Bennett and 
also the Gods, he rose to being in a position 
to form Uriah Heep which quickly became 
internationally known and enjoys tre 
mendous international recognition. 

He saw his first motor racing in the early 
70s, a Formula Two race at Thruxton after 
early interest in bike racing, and went 
down to Motor Racing Stables and “did a 
bit of damage down there’. Through Chris 
Marshall’s Ottershaw garage, where he 
was buying his road cars, he met Ian 
Taylor and was led to Dulon from whom he 
bought a Formula Ford at the end of 1973, 
doing a few of the brand winter clubbies. 

The next year wasn’t too good, for Ken 
did little racing due to his travelling 
commitments with the band, and also an 
involvement with Dempster Develop- 
ments, Mike Wilds’ backer, with whom he 
lost a certain amount of money “because I 
was green as far as administration is 
concerned”, 

At the Racing Car Show in 1975, he 
bought an FF2000 Dulon which was taken 
with the factory car of Ian Taylor to the 
meetings by m, but-after Ken had to go 
travelling with the band, Richard Lloyd 
took over the Hensley car. After an article 
in the Evening News, Ken’s insurance 
brokers were somewhat touchy about him 
driving a “racing car” and now he has to 
pay a considerable premium every time he 
wants to drive but he pays it every now and 
then “because I like to get in the car and go 
off for a spin, I haveto doit”. 

Under that mane of black hair is a 
businesslike, determined man, who enjoys 
his motor racing, but equally likes to do 
things properly. Ken is married to Pat, and 
lives at Sonning Common in Berkshire. The 
birth of their first child is imminent. 


IT: One must assume that Giacomelli has the best 
engine because he’s with the works March.... 
KH: But that’s not a nice thing to assume... . 

IT: It’s not a nice thing, but that’s motor racing, 
that’s the way it works. 

KH: I suppose that it’s to their credit that some 
of these teams do arrange to have their Toyota 
engines rebuilt in Italy. They set themselves up 
so thoroughly, and finance themselves so com- 
pletely that they are capable of flying to Japan to 
get their engines if they have to. It’s just 
unfortunate that the lesser teams are not so well 
financed. But that does rather destroy the 
competitive aspects of it. 

That’s the only thing that puts me off about F3 
is that, well ... with FF2000 you have a high 
standard of racing, generally a high standard of 
preparation, but I think that because of the way 
the Formula was set up regulationwise, it stands 
more of a chance of being more consistently com- 

etitive that F3. 

T: You’re going to get a lot of good British 
drivers in FF2000 because it’s the only thing that 
they can afford to do. If there’s a disappointing 
aspect of FF2000, it’s the one of ‘“‘where do you go 
afterwards?” There’s a considerable amount of 
British talent. I just don’t know what half the 
drivers are going to do. 

KH: If you look at it from a business point of 
view, money dominates motor racing from F1 
down to F3 to a major extent. It began to domin- 
ate long before the economic crisis that we're in 
now, and now money is even more dominant than 
it was then. For about 90 per cent of the people, 
this will be the stumbling block. 
IT: This is why we have to make FF2000 more 
spectacular, because this is as far as a lot of 
eople are going to get. We have to make it the 
Formula. 
KH: This is one of our main aims. Because 
FF2000 has found its feet and seems a workable 
Formula, one of our targets is, within the frame- 
work of FF2000, to try and make it develop its 
appeal. We know it works, we know it’s not going 
to be blown out by the powers that be, and having 
had two good seasons of it, the thing is to work on 
the promotions aspect of it now, which is where 
Speed Promotions (a new Ken Hensley company) 
comes in. 

We try and make our involvement in racing as 
attractive as we can to the public, we paint the 
cars nice colours, give away records and that sort 
of thing — anything else we can think of to try 
and make an event out of it. These are things that 
will ultimately become more attractive to 
sponsors and organisers as well. 

It’s not without motives. We’re going to try and 
gather all the FF2000 people together and say: 
“OK, now we know that it works, let’s try and 
take it out to the public, go to the public a bit 
rather than wait for them to come to us”. If we 
could get it to go internationally, that would bes 
tremendously, make it a bit more international, 
without affecting the regulations. We have to 
avoid people picking up the Formula and chang- 
ing the regulations, as they have in Italy, using 
Kleber tyres. 

Would you get involved in European FF2000? 
KH: Definately, yes. If FF2000 is to go Inter- 
national, I poe at § definately get involved in it. 


KH: | think that because of the way the 
Formula (FF2000) was set up regulation- 
wise, it stands more of a chance of being 
more consistently competitive than F3. 


Simply because I think it gives us a chance to look 
at aspects of growth. 
IT: But it’s essential to get the right 
championship sponsorship. In the bad old days of 
Formula Ford, you used to get £20 to go to Italy. 
If it’s going to be like that again. .. . If you’re 
going to go abroad, then the organisers must pay 
the rig sort of money. 
KH: Oh yes, I’d like to think that as leading con- 
tenders in the Formula, we could make ourselves 
available to virtually anybody to assist with this 
as Speed Promotions. Richard (Tucker) is a 
on the various aspects of Speed Promotions an 
Ken Hensley Racing and his main task is to get 
sponsorship for us, to look at propositions for 
next season, to liaise with the promotors of races, 
the organisers, to deal with Allied Polymer, and 
also Speed Promotions will be typical of our 
eneral Modus Operandi. We'll make all the 
acilities available to anybody else. This is a good 
way in which we can become involved in the 
actual administration of the Formula as well as 
actually driving in it and I’d like to think a 
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we'd be available to virtually anybody within the 
Formula ‘to help eliminate the problems that 
might come from bad organisation. It will be a 
5 pee seperate organisation. 

IT: If motor racing is going to get to the public, it 
has to be abg spec There is really only the 
British GP that is promoted, and only one non-GP 
driver who’s promoted and that’s Divina, and this 
is perhaps why the public doesn’t come racing, be- 
cause they don’t know who they’re going to watch 
anyway. You've got to get across to the public 
that they’re going to watch a motor race. 

Is there any similarlity between Indylantic and 
Speed Promotions? 

KH: I don’t think so because Speed Promotions 
will get off the ground by virtue of its attachment 
to Ken Hensley Racing. We’ve got no real policy 
established yet, but even it it never has one ex- 
ternal customer, it would still exist as a promo- 


tion organisation. I don’t think there’s any’ 


arallel at the moment. 
T: I don’t know very much about Indylantic, but 


KH: Now we know that FF2000 works, 
let's try and take it out to the public, go 
to the public a bit rather than wait for 
them to come to us. 


if it doesn’t succeed, it’s because they’re doing it 
with Formula Atlantic which is fantastically 
expensive, so they don’t even start with many 
, people. 

Yes, you start with a basic number of 30 or 40 
Se 

T: Yes, if Indylantic started with 30 or 40 people, 


it might well be fantastic, but they don’t. You’re . 


back to the two or three guys capable of winning 
the race. 
KH: It’s a nice idea, very much akin to our 
principles of taking motor racing to the public 
rather than expecting the public to come in 
naturally. 
IT: And what we're trying to do is to make the 
drivers that they are seeing more known to the 
public, because they are providing fantastic 
racing, and by promotion, we can at least make 
the racing that they are doing more popular to the 
gg and they'll get their glory that eee 

H: I think that in this category, the lower 
Formulae, probably one of the problems is and 
I’ve certainly found it, that the general public 
sponsors, and commercial organisations are just 
not aware of the potential, the exploitation and 
promotion potential that exists within motor 
racing. The tie-up that has taken place over the 
last two or three years between show business 
and motor eating is excellent, certainly for motor 
racing — probably hasn’t helped music any — and 
Radio One and Capital radio presumably see that 
potential. 


IAN TAYLOR 
Ian Taylor’s involvement in motor racing 
os back to the birth of Dulon and the 
irth of Formula Ford. Taylor and his 
family are all shareholders in Dulon, so it 
was natural that Taylor drove a Formula 
Ford for his early racing years. He raced in 
FF from 1968-1972, the last year being his 
most successful when he won the British 
Oxygen series, the Daily Express cham- 
a and won the Formula Ford 
estival. i 
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I'd like to get involved but go a few stages 
further, and show more involvement, not neces- 
sarily with personalities but some of the commer- 
cial organisations involved with music. I’ve taken 
Gerry (Bron of Bronze Records, Ken’s label) along 
a couple of times, and he’s been quite surprised 
about the way the cars have been turned out with 
Uriah Heep written on the cars, and album titles 
written on the cars (which is going to cost him a 
tremendous amount of et oies, think he was 
just a little bit shocked. It’s all very well to moan 
and groan about everyone’s fate, but I think 
we've all gee to work just a little bit harder at 
this. Which is where Rick and I can channel most 
of our energy into the commercial aspects. 

How do you see the promotional aspects of the 
record business in comparison to the motor racing 
business? 

KH: Well, they’re both entertainments for a start. 
Anything that falls within the framework of 
entertainment means that there’s a lot of expense 
involved and very little return. When we (Uriah 
Heep) go on the road, it’s a very expensive oper- 
ation and we’re lucky if we make between 8 and 12 
per cent profit in Britain or Europe. So therefore 
the main parrallel, and where the main tie up can 
work best, is getting the right people to motor 
racing, and if they must just come for the DJs, 
you have to work on a number of kids enjoying 
the cars and coming back another time when 
there aren’t any DJs. It requires certain news- 
worthy individuals to give up a lot of time in the 
interests of both motor racing and show business. 

The people in motor racing themselves have to 
be helped however. I mean you read letters in 
AUTOSPORT about how someone got the cold 
shoulder when he tried to have a look at the 
McLaren or something. A mechanic, driver or 
team manager whose only task is to get his car 
onto the track in raceworthy condition is not 
going to have time to talk to semi-ignorant 
members of the public who are down there for the 
spectacle of the the thing. Alright, drivers have 
pul an obligation to the public because if they’re 

‘ans, well it’s like the music business. I used to 
dream of someone coming for my autograph, and 
now I curse them sometimes but at the same time, 
you make yout bed and you have to lie in it. So 
drivers could be more helpful in that respect. 

IT: Perhaps this is a sad thing that the press are 
quite happy to work with the names; everyone 
knows who James Hunt is, but how many times 
are they going to see him racing in this country? 
Once, twice? 

KH: We tried to get him in our third car for 
Cadwell Park... ! 

IT: And who do they know after that. Tom Pryce 
because he knocked off James Hunt? 

KH: I think a lot of people think along those lines, 
and it’s going to require a lot more than just a 
financial commitment te promote the lesser 


_ drivers, it’s going to require a great deal of some- 


With this success behind him, Chris 
Andrews offered a Formula Three March 
for 1973 with which Taylor promptly won 
the Forward Trust F3 series, but Andrews’ 
Baty Group gave Ian the cold shoulder for 
‘14, preferring to run F2 Chevrons for a 
couple of name drivers: Peter Gethin and 
James Hunt. So Taylor, with Ken Hensley, 
went off to their 1973 rivals, Dempster 
Developments, but the season came to 
naught, and in the whole year, Taylor onl 
drove a 2-litre Chevron at the Britis 
Airways 1000kms and the FF2000 Dulon 
at the Oulton Park debut meeting. 

For 1975, Taylor raced the works Dulon 
alongside Hensley’s private car and also 
raced the F3 GRD on occasions. Ian has a 
lot of respect for Mike Warner of GRD, but 
felt the year was Warner’s make or break 
season, and although the car went well on 
some circuits, Warner finally packed it in. 
The Dulon went well and Taylor finished up 
third in the series, and this year has been a 
year of changing fortunes, with Taylor 
currently enjoying a peak of success in one 
of the three cars that he has run for Ken 
Hensley Racing this year. 

Taylor admits that he’s not musical, even 
though his brother is the well known folk 
singer Jeremy Taylor, and that his connec- 
tion with Ken Hensley is purely through 
racing. Ian is 29 and is married to Moya 
who is expecting the birth of their first 
child in around three months. The team is 
based near Taylor’s home at Hermitage, 
near Newbury in Berkshire. 


one’s time, and need someone enthusiastic and ex- 
perienced and dedicated to the actual cause be- 
cause it’s not going to be very rewarding. It’s 
going to be quite daunting, which is why perhaps, 
some of the promotional bodies at the moment 
don’t quite go far enough. They’re prevented by 
lack of foreseeable reward. 

Your efforts then aren’t so much for Ken Hensley 
and Uriah Heep, they're for motor racing as a 
whole? 

KH: Yes, I suppose you're right, I’m just one of 
the last mad enthusiasts. At the moment things 
are going downhill because there’s so much 
internal bickering. 

IT: Thepupe have got to want and come and see 
somebody beat somebody, you go to a football 
match because you want to see Manchester 
United beat Leeds. 

KH: Or you go to see Fulham because they've just 
sign George Best and Rodney Marsh, and all of a 
sudden Fulham are gertiny 25,000 spectators 
every Saturday. Happens to be my team. 

IT: Similarly, you go and see Speedway for the 
same reason because there’s one team running 
against another team, and they know all the indi- 
viduals, they’ve got the rosettes with the riders 
on and so on. But no ordinary spectator knows 
anybody in motor racing. People might come and 
watch a FF 2000 race if they were Ian Taylor fans 
or Tiff Needell fans. One of them had to beat the 
other, didn’t matter how the racing was. In 
terms of fans, I’ve probably had five fan letters, 
while Ken’s probably had five million. 

KH: Motor racing hovers very precariously be- 
tween a sport and an entertainment. It’s only 
since it became so commercialised that it has be- 
come necessary to attract people to the circuits. 
Previously, drivers would build a car in the back 
yard, take it to the circuit and go motor racing 
and never even really notice if there was anybody 
in the grandstand or not. 

Stage one is to stop all the factions in motor 
racing working against one another. There are a 
lot of people with good intentions who set off on a 
course and ultimately clash with one another. You 


IT: Everyone knows who James Hunt is, 
but how many times are they going to see 
him racing in this country? 


need to blend them together. I think that we 
should deal with some kind of image change. F1 
has its own kind of image, and it would be nice to 
do something for Formula Ford and FF2000 to 
make it more rewarding for the drivers in terms of 
sponsorship potential. We’ve had a number of 
ideas to make FF2000 more exicting and interest- 
ing. One of these is a team championship, and I 
think ideas like this can only be good. If we have 
to remain isolated from the bigger Formulae, we 
might as well make the most of it. 

IT: Another idea we have is a news-sheet before 
each race, with profiles of drivers, and photos and 
that sort of thing, emphasising that the drivers 
are people. Who live. 

KH: I’d certainly be prepared to use as many of 
my musical commercial contacts as possible to 
give our races their own sort of promotion. 

What I’m basically doing is making myself 
available in whatever capacity I can to not only 
make motor racing more enjoyable for = but 
also for anybody else who gets involved. My 
theory is to enjoy, to doit properly and to put ona 
good show. I’ve had a very successful career in 
music and I’ve seen the best sides of life, and 
basically, what I’m trying to do is to share that 
with as many people as J can. And having said 
that, it’s up to me to do something about it. I 
didn’t mind in the first place putting in the tre- 
mendous amount of money that I initially in- 
vested without seeing any return. But if I think of 
the number of people watching it, and what 
they’re getting out of it then it all seems better. 

We would like to hope that Speed Promotions 
might also attract other people who’ve got prob- 
lems, who are running short of money or who 
haven’t got the know-how and we might be able to 
help them. The way we are running now is fairly 
successful, and the more we do it, hopefully, the 
more successful it will become, and as we get more 
successful, hopefully, we can lend our experience. 

Our attitudes I think, are in the interests of the 
spirit of motor racing, which is a thing that so 
many people talk about but so few people have 
any understanding of what it actually implies, 
and to that extent we must always come out right 
because we start out with the correct motives. O 
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Kiwi off the banana boat... 


EOIN YOUNG describes the career of Alastair Caldwell, Formula 1 


team manager at McLaren Racing 


Motor racing is a shaper of men, the 
ultimate test of how badly you need to 
succeed in your chosen occupation. Just 
money isn’t enough to make it to the top. 
Talent alone won’t do it either. It has to be 
the right mix of ability and determination. 
Alastair Caldwell, now Formula 1 team 
manager at McLaren Racing, battled his 
way up from the workshop floor to manage 
the team he joined ten years ago as a wide- 
eyed, do-anything New Zealand motor 
mechanic who stepped off the plane on 
Saturday morning and started work on 
Monday. 
“T can picture the scene now, because I have the 
same conversations with new mechanics today. 
They would have told Bruce there was a youn 
Kiwi downstairs fresh off the banana boat an 
looking for a job. Bruce would ask what I wanted 
to do. He says he’ll do anything. Is he a mechanic? 
Yes. OK. Wheel him in. Give him a chance...” 
Alastair Caldwell took the chance and grafted 
his way to the top in the team, working brain- 
bending hours in those hard early days as he 
forged fis own reputation in the workshop. By his 


own admission he is a “prickly bastard”, a fault — 


he blames on over-exposure to Denny Hulme. He 
comes across strongly as a man with a high 
regard for his own ability, but McLaren team 
owner Teddy Mayer rates this as no dis- 
advantage in a sport where intense competitive- 
ness in every area can be totally consuming unless 
you can recognise your own areas of strength. 

Caldwell comes across as a hard, abrasive char- 
acter, not mincing words, talking in short, fast 
snatches, throwing sentences into the conversa- 
tion one after the other as though listening for the 
impact. If he presents himself as a tough guy, it’s: 
because he has had a tough life. When he was 14 
he ran away from home and school in Hamilton, 
New Zealand, haying plotted a false trail before he 
left. It took his father six months to track his 
rebel son and return him to the fold. David 
Caldwell, a Scot with a private veterinary practice 
in Sheffield, despaired of his chances in post-war 
Britain and brought his family out for a new life in 
New Zealand in 1949. Alastair, the rouneeet of 
three sons, was six. It was David Caldwell’s 
greatest wish that his three sons all received a 
university education and attained degrees; he was 
appalled that his youngest showed every indica- 
os] of taking his degree in the university of 

@.... 

If Alastair refused to stay on in school, his 
father ruled that he would have to take a trade. 
“When he said get a trade, I thought the least evil 
would be a motor mechanic — I didn’t want to be 
maything, but a motor mechanic would do.’’ He 
started his apysenticeciip in the garages of the 
New Zealand Post Office. ‘Being in the Public 
Service you didn’t have to do any work. Work 
output was zero. But it meant you could work on 
“s ifferent kinds of vehicles. It was a lucky break 
or me. 

At school, Alistair had met up with a nucleus 
of boys who were hooked on motor sport. ‘‘There 
was Howden Ganley, 12 years old, who was goin 
to be World Champion. No risk. He had it a 
sussed out. There was Jimmy Palmer whose old 
man had money and who raced and hillclimbed a 
Buckler. There were some dalmation boys whose 
fathers had gas stations and they were all into 
racing as well. Pete Kerr and Johnny Muller were 
there too. And Ross Greenville.”” Kerr is chief 
mechanic with Shadow, Muller made it to the top 
as a mechanic and then retired. 

Alastair’s brother Bill was also an enthusiast 
and competed with an Austin-Healey, Ganley had 
a Lotus Eleven sports car and Greenville a 
Formula Junior Lotus 18. In those days a trip to 


Top right: Alastair Caldwell converses over the 
intercom with McLaren team boss Teddy Mayer 
and James Hunt. Centre Left: Caldwell’s message’ 
for James. Bottom: he Texaco/Marlboro 
McLarens in team formation at Zandvoort. 
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them don’t want to 


the South Island on the international series was 
the equivalent of going overseas. Ganley had 
Caldwell as his mechanic and a 1936 Chevrolet as 
a tow car. “Those three weeks were probably the 
happiest of my life. We had a ball, a complete’ 
riot.” The second year they made the trip, fin- 
ances were tighter and they couldn’t afford a tow 
car. “We put the Lotus and trailer on the inter- 
island ferry without a car which you weren’t 
allowed to do and we got Johnny Mansel to con 
someone on the boat to tow it over to Christ- 
church at the other end. We went down the next 
day because I couldn’t afford the extra day off 
work. We had my holiday pay and that was it. 
Howden may have had two or three pounds and 
the racing car and I had fifteen pounds holiday 
pay. And that was it for the whole series in the 

outh Island.’”’ They walked the streets of central 
Christchurch and eventually found the Lotus and 
trailer left on a parking meter. They travelled 
around Christchurch “like two Chinese coolies on 
the end of the draw bar” until they found a car 
dealer who would loan them a tow car and driver. 
Howden had the 1300cc sports car class locked up 
and this earned them £10 a race. Petrol cost 
nothing for the giant Mk8 Jaguar tow car after 
the pair perfected the art of being asleep or in the 
toilet when the attendant presented the bill. 

Bill Caldwell was at university but he worked 
nights as a very successful dance hall promoter 
and manager of PoP. groups to finance his motor 
racing which ha progressed from the ealey toa 
Lola sports car and then a Formula Junior 
Brabham single-seater. Alastair was 19 now, with 
an A-grade mechanic’s ticket, a wife (Jean) and a 
job in a Wellington Gorage that paid the unbeliev- 
ably high wage of £25 a week. A move then to 
Havelock North and a job with Bill Hannah, who 
had been mechanic with Angus Hyslop in his 
racing days. But that didn’t make Hannah sym- 
pathetic to other budding race mechanics. He had 
no intention of turning his garage into a Caldwell 
racing workshop, so Alastair worked on his 
brother’s car under the lift-off cover his/their 
trailer. “We actually worked in the vegetable 
patch. I took up the sitting room carpet, put it on 
the garden, put the race car and the cover over it, 
and I used to work all night much to the distress 
of the neighbours.” Caldwell marvels now at their 
lack of knowledge then. ‘“‘We knew so little that 
our ignorance was incredible. Some of them knew 
a little-more, like Jim Palmer’s old man with 
experience, but we were babes in the wood. My 
truck man knows more about racing cars than 
anybody in New Zealand except ex-racin, 
mechanics who've gone back there, and most o 

e involved now anyway....” 

It was 1965, and Bill was killed in a crash in the 
Brabham at Teretonga when the throttle spring 
fell off and jammed the throttle wide open. Two 
spectators were killed and several were badly 
injured when the Brabham launched itself over a 
sandhill and slammed into a sheep truck in use as 
a grandstand. As mechanic on the car, Alastair 
blamed himself for the accident, even though the 
layout of the throttle springs was none of his 
doing. He felt responsible and for a time it turned 
him off racing. He was garage foreman by now, 
22, and eager to get a garage of his own but soon 
found that he was too young for the oil companies 
to finance into his own premises. “Come back 
when you're 25, they said. I said I’d go to 
England and go motor racing instead.” His wife, 
who had lived with a racing car in her vegetable 

arden, and her husband’s remorse at the death of 

is brother, was understandably appalled at 
Alastair’s decision. He was far from being a star- 
struck youngster; he was a married man with a 
good job and he was about to throw it all away. 

He started work at McLaren’s Colnbrook 
factory tucked in under the flightpath of the 707 
on which he’d arrived, as a fabricator. “I was used 
to this but we didn’t think of it as fabricating at 
home. We were simply rebuilding the race car 
because there were no spares. By European 
standards our Brabham must have been written 
off about six times, totalled, but we fixed it up 
again because it was all we had. When Green- 
ville’s Lotus 18 rear upright was broken into 16 
pieces, we welded all 16 pooces back together 
again.” Caldwell reasoned that hard work would 


‘cold before. We had no central heatin 


be his best investment in this new job, so he kept 
his head down, talked to no one, and toiled. “I 
sussed out the stars in the workshop. There was a 
guy called Wally Willmott who was a descending 
star and a guy called Tyler Alexander who was a 
rising star. He talked a lot and was very abusive 
to the senior management which amazed me, 
boggled my mind, but the place was very happy, 
very well run, run by enthusiasm. ... 

“Bruce had so much enthusiasm that you 
couldn’t help but be enthused. He was always 
excited about the new gearbox or the new wing 
and he was always down there, giggling. It was a 
great atmosphere. But I suppose Bruce’s limita- 
tion was that he could only be enthusiastic about 
one thing at a time, although I didn’t realise it at 
the time. The first day he came down, said hello, 
asked me my name, what I’d done at home, and so 
on, There was no distance between management 
and the shop floor. I was happy. I worked balls to 
the wall for six months. Literally. I never had a 
day off for six months. Tyler worked very hard 
and I was the only guy who matched him. He 
would start at 8.30 and so did I. He would finish 
at 2.30 in the morning and he would have to ¢ell 
me to go home. Everyone else would be long gone. 
I knew that this was telling.” 

He worked on the CanAm cars, the Formula 2 
works car, and then the Formula 1 car to take the 
BRM V12 engine. His first race was the Italian 
Grand Prix at Monza in 1967. “It was being flung 
in the deep end. I’ll never forget it. It was a 
Friday night and Mike Barney said ‘Right, we’re 
off now. Got your suitcase?’ I hardly had any 
clothes anyway. It’s funny to see the boys we hire 
now. They’re the same. Suitcases as big as a 
lady’s handbag because that’s all the clothes 
they’ve got. Mike said, ‘You drive the transporter 
hea follow me.’ This was a huge truck with a rigid 
Luton body and the race car in the back. Probably 
through pigheadedness — but it’s a characteristic 
we like in the guys we hire — I didn’t say ‘Christ! 
I can’t drive a truck! I’ve never driven a truck like 
this in my life! How the hell do you drive it?’ I 
just went outside trembling, inwardly quaking, 
fired the engine up and attempted to drive 
through London behind him, knocked down a’ 
couple of railings but nobody noticed, and then I 
drove the damn thing to Dover. .. .” 

Late in 1967 the McLaren lineup was revised 
when Denny Hulme arrived on the scene and for 
1968 two new Formula 1 cars were built for the 
Ford‘Cosworth DFV. Caldwell was seconded to 
Tyler Alexander on Bruce’s car. The pressure was 
still on. His wife and two children arrived 36 
hours before Caldwell was to leave for South 
Africa. “It was snowing. Cold. I'd never been so 
in that 
protty little maisonette. The fact that she didn’t 

leave me astounds menow....” 

The lineup of mechanics changed that season 
too. Mike Barney left; so did Wally Willmott. “I 
know the situation. Mike was getting older. His 
wife was putting more pressure on him. His kids 
were getting older. He just didn’t want to do the 
hours any more. He couldn’t cope with the young 
guys blowing him off on hours worked in a week. 

o he left and so did Wally after South Africa. 
He’d become disenchanted, probably just tired. 
Really physically burned out because we worked 
so many more hours then than we do now. We 
worked 8 until midnight seven days a week 
without fail — and that was a good day! On a bad 
day, you worked all night. We had a lot more all- 
nighters then. We were trying to do too much 
with too few people.” 

Then in 1970 came the trauma of Bruce’s death. 
Alastair was down at Goodwood that day, 
because Bruce had driven the Formula 1 car as 
well as the CanAm sports car. “That nearly made 
me quit again. It was a parallel situation where I 
was intimately involved. Bruce was more than 
just a friend of mine, it was all very traumatic. I 
was broken up — the whole place was broken up. 
We didn’t go to Spa, just cried for a week or so. I 
thought of going home then. Really seriously 
thought about it and Jean had wanted to go home 
desperately all the time. She’d been in England 
two years now and one of the neighbours had said 
hello. Now I quite like it, but then I hated it, 
neva come from New Zealand where when you 
shifted house the neighbours gave you three 
meals a 4% and you couldn’t get them out of the 
house, to England where you could have died and 
they wouldn’t bother until the smell and they’d 
call the council to complain. So we decided to 
stay. mag oe § f it was because we couldn’t afford 
the fares and I was too proud to ask my father for 
the money. We decided to hang on and make 
enough money that season for the fares. At the 
end of the season I said I was off and they gave 
me some more money....” 

After Bruce’s death, there was a marked chan; 
in the management. “‘Teddy changed a lot. He 
learned to become more amenable, he could no 


(continued on page 40) 
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Kiwi off the banana boat. . . 


longer be the little bastard. because. that wasn’t 
going to work, so he had to change. Phil Kerr was 
there and provided a good stabilising influence, 
and Denny was very good. He was a rock. He had 
to change as well because he could no longer be a 
bastard either; he had to come down. I now realise 
since he stopped and we’ve had other drivers 
what an abosints bastard he was to work for. He 
was number one driver, and I was his mechanic, 
and I thought he was good. Now I realise what an 
awkward prick he was, what a prickly guy, every- 
thing, not just the racing car, the whole scene, the 
travelling, everything was a hassle because 
Hulme made it a hassle and it didn’t have to be. I 
now realise that you have to have very little to do 
with the drivers. We have drivers now that turn 
up half an hour before practice and that’s fine, 
that’s all you need. They talk to you half an hour 
after practice if you want them to and then they 
go away and you don’t have anything to do wit 
them. You don’t have to travel with them — 
they’re not the fabric of the team. And Denny was 
the fabric of the team. .. . 

Caldwell graduated from mechanic on the 
number one driver’s car to being Racing Manager 
with responsibilities to both cars and, when Phil 
Kerr went back to New Zealand with Denny, he 
became the Formula 1 team manager. Now 
administration is part of his job, a part he doesn’t 
particularly like. ‘Who wants to book the air 
tickets? It’s a job you can only be wrong on. And 
you can only wrong on the number of hotel 
rooms you book. I suppose the paperwork takes 
up about 25 per cent of my time now.” 

Gordon ppuck is the chief designer at 
McLarens, the man who draws the overall flair 
into the cars for Hunt and Mass. With more time 
available and more confidence, Caldwell has tried 
his hand at development work. The air starter and 
the 6-speed gearbox were his innovations. “When 
I worked on my first Hewland FG in 1968 I 
thought, Christ, you could put six speeds in this! 

mentioned it to someone and they said we didn’t 
need them anyway. I had the six-speed box 
running in 1974 at the end of the year when 
Emerson was driving for us. I thought it was a 
bloody good idea but nobody else did, so it didn’t 
get done. Money was = even though we’d won 
the World Champions 8 our most successful 
year was our worst year financially. By the end of 
1975 the financial climate had changed and we 
decided to do it properly. When it worked it made 
me more confident about my ability to do those 
sort of things, so I decided to have a crack at the 
air starter as a personal project.” 

How does Caldwell rate his drivers, James Hunt 
and Jochen Mass? “I think England now has 
another Clark situation with Hunt. A superdriver. 
Jochen? A very good driver, now very steady, 
much safer, less likely to go off, practice is not a 
nervous period any more, you don’t think he’s 
going to tear wheels off any more, because he 

oesn’t. He’s very nearly as quick as James. His 
arom is that it’s more difficult to set the car up 
or him but that’s our fault, not his. He requires 
the car to suit his style of driving exactly and we 
have to arrive at that point — if we arrive at it, 
he’s quick. If the car is bad, James is doing 20.5; if 
the car is good he is doing 20.0 and on pole. With 
Jochen if the car is bad he’s doing 21.00, long way 
off the pace. If the car is good, he’s doing 20.2, 
very close to James, but he needs the car to be 
tuned or groomed to suit him more than James 
does. James has more ability to cope with the 
shortcomings of the car, if you like.” 

What is is that makes New Zealanders like 
Caldwell want to become involved in Grand Prix 
racing? What is it that peppers the Formula 1 pits 
with Kiwi accents in most teams? “New Zealand 
mechanics are more likely to be successful 
because basically they turn up at the factory door 
fresh off the plane and looking for a job — that’s a 
12,500-mile mitiative test for a start! It means 
they’re keen because they’re there in the flesh. We 
get an incredible lack of interest from English 
mechanics, all the teams do. If you run a racing 
car in New Zealand you’ve got to fight off guys 
who want to change the wheels for you, polish the 
car, anything — they’re round you like flies. It’s 
the same in the States. You get offers of help from 
guys who are climbing over the fence. At the Glen 
you'll see long-haired Yanks in jeans in every 
team because they’re interested and they want to 
be involved . . . they’re polishing or carrying stuff, 
just because they want to do it. You don’t get 
that in England. With the New Zealand 
mechanics, if they’ve come that distance it means 
they’re that interested because it’s cost them 
money, time and initiative to get there, so chances 
are they’re keen enough to be good.” 

Which is probably just what was running 
through Bruce McLaren’s mind when he hired the 
“young Kiwi off the banana boat” that Monday 
morning ten years ago. ... 
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“Qe ee 


Peter Evans 


So ole Enzo back agane! I dunno wot orl de fuss 
about. He bin’ pullin’ out so often it strikin’ me 
Durex agonentes de rong teem! It amazin’ dat 


nonr o’ de advertizin’ lads orlreddy stumbled on 
it. It obveeusly de , mere campaign slogan since 
“Nice One Sybil’. Just dress up de ole 312T in de 
rubbery livery and take de color centre spread in 
de Times etc wid de 3ins headline ‘Enzo nevah 
need to ge out agane!’’ De chemists be bowled 
over in de rush! Just go to show wot a state de 
Pee-R industry in, missin’ out on de biggest 
munny-spinnah since de flour graders givin’ de ole 
one-two to de lumps. 

Course dis sort 0’ probberlem bound to arise de 
minit I busy dealin’ wid de pressin’ affairs o’ 
State. No soonah I in conference wid de Finance 
Ministah ovah de strange bizniz o’ de missin’ 
foreign aid wot turnin’ up in his Swiss Bank 
account, an’ I hardly got both barrels o’ de 12 
bore halfway up de Ministah’s bum when de 
phone ringin’ an’ ole Waltrr Haystack blubbin’ 
about de end of an earhole, an’ Formulah Wun 
nevah be de same etc. 

So I packin’ de ole attache case (made out o’ de 
last French attache wot givin’ me de ole lip) an’ 
whizzin’ off to Maranello in de 747 Tigah Moth 
wot am de pride o’ Ugandah Airways. Two weeks 
later, wot wid de Pilot mistakin’ de Crystal Palace 
TV mast fo’ de Eyeful Towah, we arrivin’ at de 
factory an’ I soon sortin’ out de trubble. 

Enzo soon respondin’ to de eloquent reason an’ 
de tackful suggestion an’ wots a toenail or two 
ennyway? International dipperlomacy ‘winnin’ 
agane an’ Wreckerzoni strate back prog A dole que 
an’ rushin’ round’ de test trak in de noo JCB 
earth-movah wot he reckonin’ give him de edge 
into de furst cornah! Not surprizin’ he behavin’ 
like a loony, cummin’ from a country wot only 
claim to fame am cheeze wid holes in. When it get 
to dat state in Kampalah we bungin’ it in de 
mouse-trap. Stand to reason a fat mouse makin’ a 
damn site bettah Tee-Vee dinnah than de mouldy 
ole Kraft slices! 


Noo look fo’ Ortosport 


Wot dis rag needin’ am a noo approach to de 
motah-raycin’ sceene! So I givin’ ole Quentin 
Whippin’ a few tips wot reely livenin’ up de copy. 
De demon wheeze am to switch old Pete Tigers 
onto de Privit Bum page, an’ give ole Nick Brittle 
a crack at de Formulah Wun rayce reports. He 
done a speshul on de Nurembring rayce wot am a 
we o’ literra prose an’ accurit reportin’. 
nfortunately ole ‘‘Q’’ lost de fag-pakit wot it 
written on de back of, an’ it only jus’ turned up 
agane. So fo de benefit o’ orl you readahs wot 
starved o’ de bitin’ with in de rayce reports, here 
am ole Brittle’s efforts on de German Gran Prix. 


De Italian Gran Prix 


Report by Nick Brittle 
ENTRY 


De usual crop o’ tired ageing ole nails were rolled 
out o’ de tatty transportahs by de scruffy 


mechanics most of who couldn’t change a wheel to 
save dere lives. De drivahs comprised de same 
mob o’ timid cowards who make up de slow turgid 
drab grid fo’ most of de F1 rounds. De sirkit am a 
borin’ featureless place, which am just as well, as 
most of de drivahs tremblin’ at the sight of a 
cornah an’ only happy potterin’ down de strate in 
second gear. 

De only new innervation at dis round am a new 
wart wot appeared on de end o’ Ken Tirrel’s nose, 
a nose I might add wot drips in disgustin’ fashun 
whenever dis aged wood salesman have a cold. 
Burnt Ecclescake turnin’ up wid a nasty boil on de 
back o’ de neck witch probberly am an early sign 
o’ de creaded clap. Not surprisin’ as he once sat on 
de bog in Kidney Offal’s ole restaurant, an’ it a 
well-known fact dat he still a fully paid membah o’ 
de py who only payin’ de marshels five bob a 
week etc. 


PRACTIS 


Aftah long borin’ delays due to de stupid moronic 


asinine organisahs, wot couldn’t arrange a piss up 
in de brury, a few pathetic cars hacked an’ coffed 
dere way around de long grey flat uninspirin’ trak, 
an’ Niki Loudah was supposed to be quickest, but 
de timin’ equipment am hopelessly rusty an’ 
unreliable an’ de timekeepah am an’ ex-Nazi who 
wearin’ a Martin Boorman T-shirt an’ looks 
amazinly like Sidney Millah. Two o’ de drivahs 
wives orlso timin’ on a Mickey Mouse alarn clock 
in de pits, but it well-known how inaccurit dese 
insufferbly borin’ wimmin’ are, not menshun 
downrite ugly. 


RAYCE 


De borin’ bayin’ 0’ de seudo-excited breathlessly 


frantic spektatahs heralded de anti-climatic start 
as de startah, who used to own a laundry in 
Mugello, drop de flag in a desultory an’ 
derisery mannah, an’ de few cars dat had bothered 
to line up on de grid spluttahed off to de furst 
cornah, where de moronic marshal, whose mum 
works in a laundromat in Monaco, feebly 
fluttered a tatty an’ torn washed-out idsh-rag as 
he trembled in naked-fear behine de badly-built 
marshals-post wot stands at a drunken angula in 
front o’ de ineffective an’ downrite dangrous cat- 
fencin’. 

Everso Biggiballis made de half-baked effort to 
ovahtake anudder car, but made a complete cock- 
up as usual, an’ start wavin’ de old fist an’ 
screemin’ an’ weepin’ in de demented an’ childish 
fashun wot we cum to expekt. De field streamin’ 
out round de back o’ de sirkit, where de long- 
haired poof wot marshallin’ at de hairpin wavin’ 
de limp wrist at several o’ de drivahs wot ate well- 
known queers, an’ blowin’ a kiss speshilly fo’ 
N ia” who got de longest eyelashes in de formulah. 


At dis point ole Brittle fallin’ asleep or gettin’ to 
de end o’ de fag-packit wot he writin’ on. But 
enuff orlreddy bin’ seen to realize wot amazin’ 
talent de lad got. De report got everythin’ — it 

‘ot wit, an’ style, an givin’ a hole noo insite into 

le Formulah Won scene. So if you feed up wid de 
uninspirin’ twitterin’s 0’ Pete Tigers, grad de 
sheet o’ Sasil Donbon an’ send in de vote to 
Ortosport — Brittle fo’ F1!! 


Look out Idi Hatch 


Must be gettin’ along, as I expectin’ more trubble 
from de Isrally mob wot beatin’ up de ole airport 
recently. No doubt you readin’ in de press "bout 
how dey sneakin’ in an’ kidnappin’ de tourists wot 
sittin’ in de plane. Dis corzin’ no end o’ inter- 
nashunal complikayshuns, orlso losin’ a supply o’ 
kosher hamburgahs wot wid de handy cookin’ pot 
on de runway jus’ boilin’ up nicely at de time. 
Dam’ untrussworthy buggahs dose Yids, next 
minit ole Sytner descendin’ on de grid at Idi 
Hatch an’ isdasoghn’ orl de drivahs, an’ then 
prot ah de ole shouldahs an’ makin’ Webby an, 
offah fo’ de job lot o’ cars on accoynt o’ how dey 
not much use wid no drivahs, an’ most of dem 
tatty ennyway, -_ one or two really mint, 
an’nmostlyn high mi eage, orl de tyres bald, an’ it 
breakin’ de ole hart, an’ demand droppin’ off, an’ 
it a bad time o’ year, an’ how about a monkey in 
de ole oncers an’ no questshuns arsked, say no 
more, Oi vay orlreddy! Dis de cunning sod who 
corled up de stewards at Snettahton an’ told ‘You 
have to pay de ten second penalty fo’ de push 
start”’, an’ he replyin’ ‘How much fo’ cash?” He 
need exportin, to Telly Viv wid orl de udders if 
you askin’ me. 

Sanrwey, must be off an’ checkin’ de security, 
orlso it Thursday an’ early-closin’ down de 
Entebbe Wimpy. 
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CanAm drivers clean up 


An American and a Canadian won the two 
main races at the BARC race meeting at 
Brands Hatch last Sunday. In fact two 
Americans dominated the Indylantic 
Championship race, Tony Rouff’s Netherton 
and Worth Boxer narrowly defeating Ted 
Wentz’s Swan Lager Lola after forty-two 
laps. Wentz did have have the consolation of 


winning one of the Super Sprint heats. Can-. 


adian Rod Bremner had a first lap victory 
over Phil Bullman in the DJM Records 
Formula Ford race, while on the saloon 
front, Jeff Ward’s Imp clinched the Hitachi 
Championship. Although the Formula 
Fords filled three races, and the 1000cc 
saloons formed a full grid, only ten 


Atlantics could be raised for their races, 
while worse was to come when only eight 
Clubman’s cars came to the line for the 
Sytner of Nottingham round. 

The first of the three seven-lap Indylantic 
Super Sprint races should have had ten cars come 
under starters orders, but Steve Carvell had the 
throttle linkage of his Radio Luxembourg/ART 
Surtees TR15 break at Druids, so we were down 


to a disappointing nine with Ted Wentz (pole) and 
Tony Rouff making up the front row. The Swan 
Lager Lola led as the lighs flashed to green from 


the rolling start, but Rouff had the Netherton and 
Worth Boxer going like a train, and slipped by 
into the lead on the second lap. These two were 
never more than a second apart, 0.4s being the 
distance after seven laps. Tony Trimmer’s 


Rob Mason's Bevan Imp proved to be the master of its native track against the following Jeff Ward 


and Ginger Marshall 


~ — s 
Sm, JEFF WARD. oe 
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the American War of Independence at Brands’ Indylantic race 


‘of its fourth meeting on the trot wit: 
‘engine, and he couldn’t quite live with the 


‘this time and in fact it was 


Phoenix Park winning Lola was feeling the effects 
the same 


Americans, although he was only a second adrift 
at the end. 

Terry Perkins’ Harrisons/Graham Eden Sana 
was in trouble on pole in the second heat having to 
be pushed off with a broken driveshaft. With the 
faster cars at the back of the grid this time it was 
a rather crowded rolling start and at the end of 
the opening lap Wentz and Rouff were out front 
again. This time Wentz hung on to his advantage 
by just 0.2s, while Trimmer displaced Carvill on 
the fourth lap to claim third. 

Only eight started the third heat, with Perkins 
and Alo Lawler’s L & B Excavations Chevron 
missing. Things were less hectic on the first lap 
a f Mike King’s Lola that 
led at the end of lap one from Phil Dowsett’s 
Sangria Designs Chevron. Trimmer, Rouff and 
Wentz went through on the next lap, and the 
Englishmen held the desperate Americans at bay 
until the end of lap six, when he had a fuel line 

roblem and they both shot past. Rouff won again 

or Brian Lewis, 0.8s ahead of Wentz. For the 
third time running Trimmer finished third, ahead 
of Carvell. 

Nearly sixty Formula Fords turned up for 
practice, and those not quick enough to get into 
the DJM Records Championship race were given 
their own consolation event. Richard Maile’s 
Homebrite Merlyn Mk25 was on pole for the first 
consolation race, but it was John Peters who took 
his Jomic from the outside of the front row to lead 
on the first lap. His lead only lasted a couple of 
laps though, for Murray Dudgeon ett y on 
the third tour only for his Royale RP21 to be 
taken by Rick Morris’ Oceanair Hawke DL15 a 
lap later. He couldn’t put up a championship 
qualifying time in practice for his throttle cable 
was frayed and he was driving on a full throttle. 
He didn’t have much luck in the race either for it 
sneppce after a lap of leading. This left Dudgeon 
ne e lead which he upheld comfortably until the 
end. 

Prospects for the final round of the Hitachi 
Special Saloon car championship looked 
promising. Jeff Ward only needed two points to 
clinch the series, and his Epic Accessories Imp 
was on the middle of the front row albeit two 
seconds slower than Ginger Marshall’s incredible 
Minivan. However lurking on the inside of row 
four was Rob Mason’s suspiciously quick Imp 
which had it’s practice curtailed somewhat 
prematurely when the camshaft broke. Ward 
obviously wasn’t going to play safe and he went 
into an immediate lead from Marshall, while 
Mason was up to yhitd by the end of lap one. 
Ward soon had Mason to contend with as the 
Minivan was dropped a place on the third lap. 
Mason attacked Ward at Druids on lap six and 
held a comfortable advantage for the remainder of 
the race, while Ward was happy enough to settle 
for second place and the Hitachi series. Marshall’s 
car went very sick on the last lap, thought to be y 
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BRANDS HATCH continued 


broken valve spring and was pipped for third 
place by John Schneider's Imp. 

The DJM Record Formula Ford Championship 
round promised to be thriller and it lived up to 
expectations. Southend-based Irishman Derek 
Daly got his Hawke away best from the outside of 
the front row to lead the similar Crosslé 30Fs of 
Phil Bullman and Rod Bremner. Derek Warwick 
was well up until he lost his nosecone in a collision 
with Bremner at Druids, a visit to the oa being 
necessary. Meanwhile Daly dropped to fifth place 
on lap five with a spin at McLaren which elevated 
Bullman in to the lead with Bremner up his 
gearbox. Jim Walsh and Matthew Argenti, both 
in Royales, were next up and well in contention. 
Bremner made several attempts to oust Bullman, 
but it wasn’t until the last lap that he made it 

. along Cooper Straight, and Bullman just didn’t 
have a chance to reply, while the next three places 
remained the same. 

All ten cars that practised came to the line for 
the main race, a round of the Indylantic ’76 Cham- 
op However the prospect of a ten car grid 

oing 42 laps wasn’t too mspiring. Rouff and 
Wentz made it little more interesting by sticking 
together throughout, the Lola leading for the first 
few laps and the Boxer taking over thereafter. 
Wentz made several attempts to get inside Rouff 
at McLaren but all failed, there being a little too 
much on the front brakes which caused them to 
lock up on occasions. Trimmer and Carvell were 
the only other cars to complete the full distance. 


It was Trimmer’s worst Atlantic result of the. 


year, third, six seconds behind the winner, while 
the teenager Carvell was over thirty seconds 
down. There was a good battle for fifth place for 
the first half of the race between Perkins (watched 
by brother Larry) and Mike King. Unfortunately 
things got too close at McLaren after twenty laps 
and-the Sana pit the Lola while trying to take an 
inside line for the corner. The Sana went straight 
on into the armco while King retired a lap later 
with a puncture. So another American finished in 
the points, John Bicht’s Swift, two laps ahead of 
Adrian Russell’s Lola T460, while a clutchless 
Lawler completed the list of finishers. 

A disappointing collection of only eight cars 
arrived for the Sytner of Nottingham Clubman’s 
round, and in the whole of this ten lapper there 
was only one place change, although it must be 
said that the leading pair did stick close together. 
Nick Adams’ Ardmore Racing/Team Camborough 
Mallock took maximum points from Malcolm 
Jackson’s similar car. The other Ardmore car, 
thhat of Alan Webb only got as far as the first 
corner before spinning out of the race. 

The really slow Formula Fords were last out, a 
sort of ‘consolation’ consolation race and it was 
led until the seventh lap by Stefan Lazar’s 
Ambassador Radio Cars Lola T204, whereupon 
aay a Lloyd’s Dulon MP15 took the lead to win 

ry 0.88. 


PAUL KING 


’ _ Indylantic Si rint Qualifying heat one (7 laps): 1, Tony Rouff 
Bonen Since RICAN 5m 18.0s, 93.58mph; 2 ted Wentz (Lola- 
windon T460), 5m 18.4s; 3, Tony Trimmer (Lola-Swindon T460), 

15m 19.4s; 4, Terry Perkins (Sana-Eden), 5m 27.4s. Fastest lap: 

Wentz, 44.6s, 97.15mph. j 

Indylantic Super Sprint Qualifying, heat two (7 laps): 1, Ted Wentz, 
5m 16.4s, 95.86mph; 2, Tony Rouff, 5m 16.6s; 3, ‘ony Trimmer, 5m 
21.8s; 4, Steve Carvill (Surtees-Swindon TS15), 5m 24.4s. Fastest 
inc fant ‘Super St rine Quai heat three (7 laps): 1, Tony Rouff 

antic p ualifying, ree : 1, Tony , 
5m 20.0s, 94.78mph; 2, ed Wentz, Sm 20.88; 3, fony trimmer, 5m 
22.0s; 4, Steve Carvill, 5m 24.4s. Fastest lap: Rouff, 44.6s, 
97.15mph. 

Formula Ford Consolation Race (8 laps): 1, aaa Oe deon 
Royale-Minister RP21), 7m 04.6s, 81.64mph; 2, Richard Maile 
(Meriy-Minstr Mk25), 7m_07.2s; 3, Kim Furner (Royale-Scholar 
P21), 7m 07.0s; 4, John Peters (Jomic-Stanley Mk3), 7m 07.2s. 
Fastest lap: Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 51.4s, 84.30mph. 

Hitachi Special Saloon Car Championship up to 850cc and 851 to 
1000cc (10 laps): Overall and 851 to 1 : 1, Rob Mason (1.0 
Sunbeam Imp), 8m 51.2s, 81.57mph; 2, Jeff Ward (1.0 Chrysler 
Imp), 8m 53.4s; 3, John Schneider (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 08.0s; 4, 
Ginger Marshall ee Mini), 9m 12.0s. Fastest lap: Mason, 51.8s, 
83, ~yr) Up to : 1, David Enderby (843 Mini), 75.86mph; 2, 
Peter Harding (850 Mini); 3, Terry Pryce (850 Pryce (850 Mini). 
Fastest lap: Enderby, 55.8s, Mfcey os 

DJM Record Formula Ford 1600 Championship (10 laps): 1, Rod 
Bremer (Crosslé-Rowland_30F), 8m 38.4s, 73.58mph; 2, Philip 
Bullman (Hawke-Minister'DL15), 8m 39.0s; 3, Jim Walsh (Royale- 
Scholar RP21), 8m 40.0s; 4, Matthew ‘Argenti (Royale-Scholar 
RP21), 8m 40.4s; 5, Derek Daly (Hawke-Minister DL15), 8m 40.6s; 
6, Wil Arif ee 25F), 8m 43.2s. Fastest lap: Bremner, 
“i ~.? enti meh jonship round (42 laps): 1, Tony Rouff, 31m 
’ . a rou laps): 1, f 
RE.25, Be amphs 2 Ted Wertz, 21m Les 3, Tony Trimmer, 31m 
27.6s; 4, Steve Carvill, 31m 52.8s; 5, Johh Bicht Gwift-Swindonh 
zh. 41 laps; 6, Adrian Russell (Lola-Swindon T460), 39 laps. 
Fastest lap: Wentz, 44.0s, 98.48mph. 

Sytner of Nottingham Clubman's Sports Championship round (10 
one 1, Nick Adams (Mallock-Davron —r%. 7m 52.0s, 91.80mph; 
2, Malcolm Jackson (Mallock-Arden Mk14), 7m 52.2s; 3, Peter Deal 
Pink Panther-Abbott C76), 7m 57.2s; 4, Vernon Davies (Mallock- 
jolbay Mk18), 8m 00.0s; 5, Martin Mansell (Mallock-Abbots Mk16), 
8m 03.2s; 6, Richard Groombridge (Hustler-Blue Flash SS4A 1WR) 
8m 14.2s. Fastest lap: Adams and Jackson, 46.2s, 93.79mph. 


f 


Formula Ford jation race (8 laps): 1, Gareth Lloyd (Dulon- 
Rowland RP15), 7m 17.4s, 79.25mph; 2, Stefan Lazar (Lola-Taurus 
7204), 7m 18.2s; 3, Pete Digby (Hawke-Minister DL11/12), 7m 
23.0s; 4, Robert Meaton ote} holar), 7m 36.4s. Fastest lap: 
Lloyd, Carl Ring (Royale RP21) and David Palmer (Lola T204), 52.3s, 
81.45mph. 
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Mick Hill’s VW came right at Mallory Park on Sunday until he clipped the hairpin bank allowing 


Vince Woodman’s following Capri to win 


MALLORY PARK 


South 
succeeds 


After nearly two years of trying, Stephen 
South has at last won a Formula Three race, 
after coming so close on several previous 
occasions both this year and last. Driving 
the Dortmunder Union Bier/Bogarts of 
Birmingham March 763 at Mallory Park 
last Sunday, Stephen got away to a fine 
start and never looked back while arch-rival 
Geoff Lees in the works/Rob Roy Racing 
with DJ Bond Chevron B34 had his work cut 
out making up for a poor take-off and was 
eventually thwarted in his final bid by back- 
markers. To the winner went the Griffen 
Golden Helmet courtesy of Terry Ogilvie- 
Hardy’s company. This race was the longest 
of a generally very good BARC champion- 
ship race meeting watched ed a moderate 
crowd on a warm afternoon. Would it not be 
better for MCD to promote meetings like 
this once a month a la Silverstone instead of 
mediocre so-called championship affairs 
once a fortnight? 

The Chandler Hargreaves-sponsored Formula 
Junior championship for those forerunners of F3 
cars is now beginning to catch on nicely and there 
was a well-prepared grid of 12 cars for the first 
race of the day, the final round of the champion- 
ship. George Dudley, already leading on points 
with his Lotus 22, made sure of the title by 
leading all the way although he was almost 
caught in a thrilling finish by Norman 
Greenhalgh’s 1960 Cooper T43 which had belied 
its age by streaking through from the 10s mark. 
Greenhalgh attributed his s to a new set of 
Formula Vee tyres he was using for the first time. 
Into third, after Arthur Curnow’s 1961 Cooper 
T56 had retired with a dropped valve or worse, 
and Frank Tiedeman’s Lotus 22 had misfired and 
then crashed at the hairpin, came the Brabham 
BT2 of newcomer Michael Harrison, also from the 
10s spot. Anyone got a Lotus 27 for sale? 

The very well-supported modsports entry called 
for two races, split at 1500cc. The smaller cars ran 
first, and taking his second win in two weeks in 
only his secon ae | in the car, was ex-[mp 
driver Geoff Lynn with the very smart Lowther 
Baker Racing Davrian Mk7. He was hounded all 
the way by Ian Hall in his unique Mini-Jem, who 
settled for second by a second, to ensure the vital 
class win from Gordon Howie’s very fast Midget. 
The Mk1 Davrian of Dick Bowdidge was an 
impressive fourth, barely a second behind Howie. 
The story of the race might have been very differ- 
ent had not Bob Jarvis’s Davrian stopped at the 


Dortmunder 
Onion 


Stephen South took his first F3 victory in the 
Griffin Helmets race at Mallory 


hairpin while leading on the first lap. After 
replacing a detached distributor lead, Bob 
resumed a couple of laps in arrears and equalled 
the class record, as did Howie. John Wilmshurst 
pa aoe out of the early battle between Howie 
and Bowdidge when a half shaft broke on his 
recently acquired Ginetta G4. 

The race order for the John Edwards Memorial 
Trophy, a round of the Oceanair Clubmen’s Cham- 

ionship, never changed among the first four, but 
it always threatened to as the Mallocks of Alex 
Ferrada, Dud Moseley and the brothers Farthin 
chased each other round for 10 laps. Steve F fe 
back a little (like 0.8s) towards the end but the 
other three were covered by 1.2s in the order 
Ferrada, Moseley, Don F. 

After a practice burnout, dragstrip style, Mick 
Hill was well set up to smoke off into the lead of 
the Simoniz special saloon round in his VW funny 
car and for nearly four laps the Chevrolet-powered 
Beetle held at bay the V6 Capri of Vince 
Woodman and Nick Whiting’s very special Escort 
BDG. Then Mick clipped the bank at the hairpin, 
which broke a rear bottom link in the suspension 
and, as the VW slewed sideways, Vince went one 


side and Nick the other. Woodman’s lead lasted 


but two laps before a misfire, later traced to the 
ignition block box, prevented him from staying 

ead any longer and it was Whiting’s race. 
Woodman was also passed before the end by Tony 
Rosen’s_ rebuilt Capri-Chevrolet which had 
stormed through from the back of the grid after 
very few practice laps. Graham Goode’s incredible 
1300 Escort won its class easily, a mere second 
behind Tony Sugden’s 1.8 Escort BDE, and well 
ahead of Peter Baldwin’s Mini BDA, another car 
which seems to have fully recovered from a recent 
Mallory crash. 

Things are now looking brighter for Stephen 
South after such a dismal start to the season and 
he had an untroubled practice which earned him 
— position. Alongside were the Brazilians Paulo 

omes (Modus M1) and Aryon Cornelsen Filho 
(March 763), all remarkably credited with the 
same time. Geoff Lees had problems for the team, * 
with Derek Bennett’s approval, had tried new 
wa een settings; all Geoff got was excessive 
understeer and the car was restored to standard 
for the race. He shared the second row in the red | 
Chevron B34 with Boy Hayle, impressive on his 
first visit to Mallory with the F & S Properties 
Ralt RT1. Lees’s time was 44.8, the Dutchman’s 
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the first of four 45.0s, the others being Tim Keen, 
having his first F3 drive in the “Schlesser’”’ 
Modus M1; Geoffrey Brabham in his yellow Ralt 
RT1; and Barrie Maskell, out again in the Dastle 
Mk12 after a whip round at his and Jeff Sharpe’s 
local hostelries had provided the necessary 
finance. Yes, really! 

As South creased off into the lead, Lees was 
slow to move and found himself fifth on the first 
lap behind Gomes, Maskell and Hayje. But after 
five laps he was up to second, taking lines and 
liberties with the Chevron which ‘no one else 


Stephen was well-informed and pressed on as hard 
as he dared without taking risks, but Lees was 
closing gradually. It began to look just about on 
for a very tight finish when they came up to lap 
John Lain’s Modus. South went by with no 
trouble but Lain spent three-quarters of a la 

“racing” Lees, and all hope had gone, althoug 

the gap came down to 1.4s at the flag. Aside from 
the two leaders, there was some stirring racing 
happening for the next few places. Gomes was 
ever third although he was all but caught by 
Brabham, who had progressed well from eight. 

on the first lap, passing Filho, Hayje and Maskell, 
the latter powerless to recover from a mistake at 
the hairpin which cost him two places. Paul 
Bernasconi’s Ralt and Keen in the Modus, after a 
spin at the hairpin, and Pierre Dieudonné in the 

hrlich ES5/6, completed the top ten. 


by John Cooper’s Porsche Carrera RSR althoug 

for several laps he was harried by Jon Fletcher’s 
Elan and Dave Bettinson’s Lotus Super Seven. 
The needle match between this pair resolved itself 
on Stebbe Straight on lap nine when they lapped 
Tony Wingrove’s Carrera RS and the Elan was 
forced on to the grass. This gave Bettinson the 


had failed to, and without third gear Fletcher had 
to settle for third in the first proper mods-orts car 
to finish. Another strange entry in the form of Ian 
Marshall’s Lotus 47 took fourth although Robin 
Gray, on behalf of tradition with his Morgan Plus 
é. all but defeated the Sports GT car on the last 


p. 
The non-championship Formula Ford 1600 race 
for the John Hamilton Memorial Trophy was won 
for the second year running by John Bright, as we 
paced last week. But it was very close indeed 
‘or young Nigel Mansell, in his old Hawke DL11, 
tried all he knew to pass the wily Bright, several 
times drawing ahead of the leader’s Royale RP21 
on the outside line into the Esses including the 
last lap when he was forced to take to the grass 
comprehensively but harmlessly. He held on to 
keep second, in the same race time as the winner. 
Up their collective chuffs came Grahame Tilley 
(Crosslé 25F) and Paul Smith (Royale RP21) while 
John Village in another RP21 was mere seconds 
behind, only to be docked 10s for a push start. 

It was Brian Pepper’s turn to hit top form this 
week in the production saloon race, the General 
Relays Opel driver breaking the lap record and 
winning as he pleased from the similar car of Tony 
Lanfranchi and Derrick Brunt in the first of the 
BMWs. The action was concentrated behind 
where class leaders John Brindley (Mazda RX3) 
and Gerry Marshall (Alan Foster’s ex-Gerry 
Marshall/Derrick Brunt “Magnum”) were 
battling with the Vladivar Vodka Opel of young 
Gilbert Greenall, Brunt’s team-mate Graham 
Miles in the second Manitou BMW, and Jeff 
Allam’s Magnum. Greenall progressed to the 
head of the pack in succession to Marshall and 
Brindley, only to run wide at the hairpin and fall 
to the back of them. He began all over again, 
assing Miles and Allam but Brindley and 
Marshall, in that order, remained ahead when the 
flag came out. Sitting in a haze of oil smoke Roger 
Payne had to let the up to £1600 class go to 
Neville Knight, the Simca Rallye 1 only 0.4s 
ahead of the Avenger after a race-long tussle. 

After one or two particularly rusty/nasty 
vehicles had been turned away at scrutineering, 
18 classic saloons were left to contest the final 
race of the day, the racing ending as it began with 
adose of history. Gordon Bruce, who writes about 
this sort of thing when Mike Doodson isn’t 
looking, won once again for Lord Bradford’s 
Weston Park Racing Team in a Jaguar 2.4, its 
wire wheels giving it a distinctly classy air. The 
steel-wheeled 2.4 of Bob Meacham was a steady 
ut smokey second, all but passed on the last lap 
by Miles Marshall’s class-winning Borgwald 
Isabella TS. His lordship had another of his 
tarriages in fourth place, the lumbering Jaguar 
MkVII of Graig Hinton, despite its increasingly 
brakeless state, managing to stay just two 
seconds ahead of Andy McLennan’s A35, which 
behaved as its forebears did and slew many giants 
the way. 
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dared, and there were 13 laps left to catch South. . 


The more exotic modsports were led all the Wey ( 


advantage which an earlier nudge at the hairpin’ 


Chandler Hargreaves Formula Junior Championship round (10 
laps): 1, George Dudley gs Lotus-Cosworth/Ford 22), 10m 13.6s, 
79.20mph; 2, Norman Greenhalgh (1.1 Cooper-BMC 143), 10m 
14.0s; 3, Michael Harrison (1.1 Brabham-PMED/Ford BT2), 10m 
31.0s; 4, Al Black (1.1 Lotus-Cosworth/Ford 18), 10m 53.6s; 5, Mike 
Murphy (1.1 Lotus-Cosworth/Ford 22), 11m 6.4s; 6, John Bonner 
aa ne spare 22), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Greenhalgh, 58.8s, 

.65mph. 

BARC Modified Sports Car Championship round up to 1500cc (10 
laps): 1, Geoff Lynn (1.2 Davrian-imp Mk7), 9m 3.4s, 89.44mph; 2, 
lan Hall (1.4 MiniJem Mk2), 9m 4.4s; 3, Gordon Howie (1.5 MG 
Midget), 9m 13.6s; 4, Dick Bowdidge (1.0 Davrian-imp Mk1), 9m 
14.8s. 1151 to 1500cc class: 1, Hall, 89.27mph; 2, Howie: 3, Richard 
Ward (1.4 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Howie, 53.4s, 91.01mph (equals 
record). Up to 1150cc class: 1, Lynn, 89.44mph; 2, Bowdidge; 3, 
Steve Roberts (1.1 Mini-Marcos). Fastest lap: Bob Jarvis (1.0 
Davrian-Imp Mk7), 52.2s, 93.10mph (equals record). 

The John Edwards Memorial Trophy, Oceanair Clubmen's Sports 
Championship round (10 laps): 1, Alex Ferrada (Mallock U2-Davron 
Mk16 yen 30.4s, 95.22mph; 2, Dud Moseley (Mallock U2-Hoibay 
Mk16BX), 8m 30.6s; 3, Don Farthing (Mallock U2-Holbay Mk16E), 
8m 31.6s; 4, Steve Farthing (Mallock U2-Davron Mk14/18B), 8m 
32.4s; 5, Nick Linney (Mallock U2-Della Mk14/16), 8m 40.2s; 6, 
David Campbell (Phantom-Smith P76B), 8m 40.2s. Fastest lap: 
Ferrada, Moseley and Don Farthing, 50.0s, 97.20mph. 

Simoniz Special Saloon Car Championship round pe tape) 1, Nick 
Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort BDG), 8m 25.4s, 96.16mph; 2, Tony Rosen 
‘5.0 Ford carry cherioley V8), 8m 33.0s; 3, Vince Woodman (3.4 

‘ord Capri V6 GA), 8m 35.4s; 4, Tony Sugden (1.8 Ford Escort 
BDE), 8m 42.0s. Over 1300cc class: 1, Whiting, 96.16mph; 2, 
Rosen; 3, Woodman. Fastest lap: Whiting, 48.6s, 100.00mph. 1001 
to 1300cc class: 1, Graham Goode ie Ford Escort BDA), 
92.93mph; 2, Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini-Clubman Allen/BDA); 3, Tony 
Wes{ brook (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: Goode, 51.0s, 

.30mph. 


Grittin Golden Helmet Formula Three Trophy (18 laps): 1, Stephen 
South (March-Novamotor/Toyota 763), 13m 35.4s, 107.28mph; 2, 
Geoff Lees (Chevron-Novamotor/Toyota B34), 13m 36.8s; 3, Paulo 
Gomes (Modus-Novamotor/Toyota M1), 13m 43.2s; 4, Geoff 
Brabham (Ralt-Novamotor/Toyota RT1), 13m 44.6s; 5, A 


e 
on 
Cornelsen Filho (March-Novamotor/Toyota 763), 13m 45.4s; 6, Bo 
Hayje (Ralt-Novamotor/Toyota RT1), 13m 46.4s. Fastest lap: Sout! 
and Lees, 44.6s, 108.97mph. 


Bernard Vermilio looks in one mirror, Tiff Needell lo 


away at Cadwell 


CADWELL PARK 


BARC Modified Sports Car Championship round over 1500cc (10 
laps): 1, John Cooper (2.8 Porsche Carrera RSR), 8m 30.6s, 
95.18mph; 2, Dave Bettinson (1.8 Lotus-Holbay Super Seven), 8m 
34.8s; 3, Jon Fletcher (1.6 Lotus Elan), 8m 36.2s; 4, lan Marshall 
(1.6 Lotus-Holbay 47 t/c), 8m 53.4s. Over 2000cc class: 1, Cooper, 
95.18mph; 2, Robin Gray (3.5 Morgan Plus 8); 3, Jonathan Palmer 
o Marcos-Ford V6 GT). Fastest lap: Cooper, 50.0s, 97.20mph. 

501 to 2000cc class: 1, Bettinson, 94.40mph; 2, Fletcher; 3, 
Marshall. Fastest lap: Bettinson, 50.0s, 97.20mph (record). 

The John Hamilton Memorial Trophy for Formula Ford 1600 (10 
laps): 1, John Bright (Royale-Smith RP21), 8m 43.2s, 92.89mph; 2, 
Nigel Mansell (Hawke-Smith DL11), 8m 43.2s; 3, Grahame Tille' 
re 25F), 8m 43.4s; 4, Paul Smith (Royale-Oselli 

P21), 8m 44.0s. Fastest lap: Mansell, Tilley and Smith, 51.0s, 
95.30mph. 

Britax Production Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps): 1, 
Brian Pepper (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 9m 50.0s, 82.37mph; 2, 
Tony Lanfranchi (2.8 Opel Commodore GS/E), 9m 53.8s; 3, Derrick 
Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 9m 57.2s; 4, John Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3 
Coupé), 10m 8.8s. Over £2400 class: 1, Pepper, 82.37mph; 2, 
Lanfranchi; 3, Brunt. Fastest lap: Pepper, 58.2s, 83.50mph 
record). £2001 to £2400 class: 1, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall 

irenza SL), 79.78mph; 2, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall eo ee 
3, lan Deavin (2.0 Ford Escort RS2000 Mk1). Fastest lap: Marshall, 
59.6s, 81.54mph (equals record).€1601 to £2000 class: 1, Brindley, 
79.83mph; 2, Alan Minshaw (2.0 Mazda RX3 Coupé); 3, Eric Cook 
{20 Mazda RX3 Coupé). Fastest lap: Brindley, 59.8s, 81.27mph. Up’ 

£1600 class: 1, Neville Knight (1.3 Simca Rallye 1), 73.91mph; 2, 
Roger Payne ae Hillman Avenger); 3, Roger Turner (1.2 Lada 
1200). Fastest lap: Payne, 1m 3.6s, 76.41 mph. 

Classic Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps): 1, Gordon 
Bruce (2.4 Jaguar Mk1), 10m 58.8s, 73.77mph; 2, Bob Meacham 
et Jaguar Mk1), 11m 5.4s; 3, Miles Marshall (1.5 Borgward 
sabella TS), 11m 6.0s; 4, Graig Hinton (3.5 Jaguar MkVIl), 11m 
12.6s. Over 2700cc class: 1, Hinton, 72.25mph; only starter. 
Fastest lap: Hinton, 1m 5.6s, 74.08mph. 1902 to 2700cc class: 1, 
Bruce, 73.77mph; 2, Meacham; 3, Terry Harris (2.4 Jaguar Mk1). 
Fastest lap: Bruce, 1m 4.0s, 75.93mph (record). 1252 to 190lcc 
class: 1, Marshall, 72.97mph; 2, Mike Hawes (1.5 MG Magnette ZB); 
3, Phil Smyth (1.5 Wolseley 15/50). Fastest lap: Marshall, 1m 5.0s, 
74.77mph (record). Up to 125icc class: 1, Andy McLennan (1.0 
Austin A35), 72.04mph; 2, Bill Stone (1.0 Morris Minor 1000); 3, 
Tony Raine (1.0 Austin A35). Fastest lap: McLennan, 1m 6.0s, 
73.64mph (record). 


Needell — on indelicate ground 


The BRSCC Northern Centre headed by the 
capable Clerk of the Course, Frank Wright, 
showed themselves to be very much in 
charge and would stand no messing about 
when they efficiently organised an eight 
race Allied Polymer Group Day at Cadwell 
Park last Sunday. Deserved winner of the 
feature race for FF 2000s was Tiff Needell 
(Hawke) — the only one of the leading bunch 
who didn’t fall off during the 15 lapper. Tate 
FF 1600 winner was Glenn Eagling (Van 
Dieman) while Chris Meek (Europa) made 
amends by out-distancing all his Prodsports 
rivals and Tony Dickinson followed up a 
successful night’s rallying with a Special 
Saloon victory with his 2.0 Escort. The 
Leyland 1275 GT and Debeham Escort 
Challenges were narrowly taken by Paul 
Taft and Neil McGrath, but Ray Edge 
(Clubmans U2) and Derek Cook (2.0 
Chevron) were well ahead of their rivals in 
the Clubmans and Libre races respectively. 
Neil McGrath showed why he has consistently 
won in one make production saloon races over the 
past three season when on.the last lap he neatly 
moved into the lead of the Debenham’s Escort 
challenge. McGrath had made the best start but 
was quickly overwhelmed by the faster cars of 
Wayne Wainwright and Dennis Bradley. 
Wainwright led until half distance but then ran 
out of steam and the lead passed to Bradley who 
had McGrath as his constant shadow. On the last 
lap at the mountain, a climbing Esse bend, Neil 
made his move — entering wide he held a late 


tight first apex to cut inside his rival at the 
second and passed him as they leapt over the 
brow of the pill A difficult and rare manoeuvre 
within the confines of Cadwell, he made it look so 
simple. Bradley was second from the sts 
Wainwright with John Waterman, who star 
from the front row and spun to the back on the 
first lap, recovering to take fourth. 

Chris Meek won the Direct Tapes Prodsports 
round by over a minute with his Lotus Europa. 
Rod Gretton (3.0 TVR) had to scratch all the way 
to claim second from the similar but 1.6 engined 

‘car of class winner Chris Alford. Although he 
would sateay by on the straights, Gretton was 
handicapp: by both overheating and tyre 
problems and looked extremely unstable in the 
corners. With the demise of Valli (see Sports 
ei Dave Karaskas (1.3 Sprite) won the small 
class). 

Glenn Eagling achieved the win he has been 
threatening all season when he took the Tate FF 
1600 event with his recently rebuilt Van Dieman. 
It was a convincing win. He jumped into the lead 
from pole position and quickly established a 4s 
lead and then maintained it to the chequered flag. 
Behind Eagling, Tony Barley (Royale) in second, 
survived a lot of pressure in the latter half of the 
race from David Leslie (Crosslé) to cross the line 
half a car ahead. The six-car scrap for fourth spov 
went to Alan Stringer (Crosslé) who worked his 
way up from a lowly fifth row grid position. 

Tony Dickinson’s initial advantage was erased 
by the similar 2.0 Escort of Jim Evans. Evans, 
running his car for the first time without its turbo 
charger, went in front on the second tour of the 
Troy Tire and Auto Centres Special es 
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CADWELL PARK continued 


— only to drop right back on lap 7. 
ickinson, his car spluttering through the bends, 
thus gensed an easy win. Geoff Byman (1.3 Mini) 
was always in command of the rest and eventually 
finished second with the immaculate black 1.3 
Anglia of Tony Mann third; Mann having climbed 
a through the field from twelfth on the 
irst lap. 
The PF 2000s had practised on a track dam 
.from overnight rain for the APG round. Tiff 
Needell had shunted his regular car, mips Pe 
‘spinner, but had leapt into a new Hawke which his 
team had just prepared, to annex pole position. 
pangsiie Tiff was Bernard Vermilio (Merlyn). 
Mo Harness (Elden) shared the second row with 
Geoff Friswell (Hawke), the former making a 
welcome return to racing and the latter putting on 
a remarkable performance to even be at the circuit 
Jet alone to be so high on the grid for he was 
obviously in considerable pain from his leg 
injuries sustained in the recent Oulton accident. 
ith several of the competitors doubting that 
they could carry enough petrol to last 20 laps — 
just over 30 minutes racing — the race distance 
was reduced to 15 laps. 

At the start Vermillo got everything just right 
to lead into the first corner. At the end of the 
opening lap it was Vermilio, Needell, Friswell, 

en the Hensley Dulons of Frank Sytner, Ian 
Taylor and Mike Wilds, Mo Harness, Richard 
Dutton (Elden), Adrian Reynard, Nick Foy 
(Reynards), Stu Baird (Hawke), Jeremy Gambs 
(Sark), Oscar Notz (Crosslé) and the rest nose to 
tail. Meanwhile, as all the best stories say, the 
Gents toilet in the paddock was overflowing — 
don’t laugh, it is relevant to this race story — 
anyway said stream was flowing down the valley 
and crossing the track at the foot of the 
mountain. At third distance Friswell got crossed 
up on it, he fought his Hawke up the slope, over 
the brow but to no avail — his brave effort ended 
in the ditch. Suddenly Wilds, Foy and Divina were 
at it as well, all managing to continue. Next lap 
Rad Dougall (Hawke) was caught out, around 
again and it was the turn of Adrian Reynard, then 
race leader Vermilio was this way, that way and 
then in the ditch beside Friswell’s car. Fate had 
played a strange hand, the two leadin points 
contenders Taylor and Needell were on their own 
at the front; the advantage was with Tiff but not 
by much, third was Harness fourth Dutton. On 
lap 11 it was Stu Baird’s turn; he showed more 
enterprise than most, selecting reverse as he 
crested the mountain backwards and aimed for 
the nearest gate to turn in and quickly resume. 

The lead battle was tremendous, Taylor 
challenged really hard then whoops! and he was 
three point turning on the top of the hill 
desperately trying to get underway again before 
the third man arrived. A superb victory for Tiff, 
he had survived where all his rivals had failed, a 
despondent Ian Taylor was runner up with a 
sticking throttle with Richard Dutton an excel- 
lent third and a subdued Oscar Notz fourth, 
Reynard fifth and sixth was the impressive 
Kenny Gray, who after a troubled practice with 
the new Ray drove through from 20th on the 

; —e. 
' Ray dee dominated the Northern Clubmans 
championship round with his Mallock. Although 
his winning margin of 17s was capyrets! when 
the Mallocks of Steve Russell and David Orbell 
retired to the pits and Bob Cuthbertson’s 


> Gal a ~ 


SILVERSTONE 


Alan Baillie tries not to look as The Streaker creeps up o 


ei 


n the outside of Woodcote. 


Accidents spoil the fun 


The Peterborough MC’s annual Silverstone 
last Saturday turned into one of those days. 
The weather was cool and overcast and 
damp for practice but in nearly all of the 
nine races a potentially serious accident 
occurred. Luckily, despite a few cars being 
written off or seriously damaged, no major 
injury was sustained by any of the drivers 
involved. John Bowtell’s Atlantic March 
74B won the Formule libre race after an 
early spin but was helped by the on-road 
winner Alan Clennell (GRD B73) getting a 
10s penalty for a jumped start. Chris 
Skellern’s Crosslé 30F won the FF Thrash 
which saw one competitor cartwheeling his 
way into Woodcote, while Mike Curnow’s 
Longman Mini won the Mini 1000 qualifier. 
‘The Streaker’ (Lotus 35) took a close 
Monoposto dice, David Orbell’s U2 Mk. 16 


example spun. Peter Ludford took the FF engined 
class having headed Andrew Feather all the way. 

Just eight cars contested the Leyland 1275 GT 
challenge but Paul Taft and Steve Soper diced 
throughout with Taft winning by a scant 0.2s 
after ten ae. Jim Burrows was a lonely third, 
Bill Pownall fourth while Malc Leggate coasted 
across the finishing line fifth and last. Champion-: 
ship contenders Roger Saunders and Alan 
Curnow both crashed out of the points. 

Derek Cook furthered his BRSCC Northern 
Libre championship lead when he won the final 
race of the day with his 2.0 Chevron. Second was 
Johnny Muirhead (Clubmans U2) from the 
leading FF 2000, Richard Dutton who gave 


A sunny view for spectators as two TVRs and a Morgan climb the Cadwell Mountain. 


won the combined Sports GT an 
Modsports race and Roy Lewington’ 
Brabham BT28 took the F4 round. 

A round of the Leyland Cars Challenge for Min 
1000s opened the day with a few 850 Specia 
Saloons thrown in. Mike Curnow’s Longman ca 
led away with Ian Briggs in close attendance 
This continued until Deirdre Garlick’s very lov 
850 special saloon Mini caught them and got thi 
lead on lap nine only to take to the grass anc 
almost slide back across into the pit wall. Wit} 
Briggs = off at Copse this left Curnow t« 
— om Garlick with a lonely Geoff Robson ir 
third. 

Pole man for the F1300 race, Steve Collier, ir 
his newly acquired Tetranychos Telarius lost it ai 
Woodcote in a big bunch disputing the leac 
smiting the Woodcote armco heavily. The drive: 
had to be released by marshal’s with cutting 


> 


another good showing on his local track with his 


sone ANDY LEEDER 


— Healey); 3, David Richardson (MG Midget). Fastest lap; 


Tate Trophy for Formula Ford mg og round (12 laps): 1, 
Glenn Eagling (Van Dieman-Scholar RF76), 20m 14.6s, 80.02mph 
2, Tony ley (Royale), 20m 23.2s; 3, David Leslie (Crossié 
Rowland), 20m 23.2s; 4, Alan Stringer (Crossié-Minister), 20m 
43.2s: 5, Bryan Houseman (Van Diemen-Scholar), 20m 43.85; 6, 
Mick Starkey (Merlyn-Scholar), 20m 44.8s, Fastest lap: Leslie, ‘1m 
39.4s, 81.48mph. 

Troy Tire and Auto Centres championship round for Special 
Saloons, over 1300cc, 1001 to 1300cc, up to 1000cc (10 oe Tony 
Dickinson (Ford Escort), 17m 15.8s, 78.20mph; 2, Geoff Byman 
(GBD), 17m 54.6s; 3, Tony Mann (Ford Anglia), 18m 04.4s; 4, 
William Barrett (BLMC — 18, 11.0s. Over 1 : 1, Dickinson, 
78.20mph; 2, Jim Evans (Ford Escort); 3, Geoff Thompson (For 
Escort). Fastest lap: Dickinson, 1in 39.6s, 81.32mph. 1001cc to 
1300cc: 1, en, 75.37mph; 2, Mann; 3, C. E. Bourke — 
Fastest lap: Mann, 1m 45.4s, 76.85mph. Up to 1000cc: 1, Barre 
74.24mph; 2, Roger Tebbutt (Hillman); 3, J. M. Tully (Mini). Fastest 
lap: Barrett, Tebbutt, 1m 46.8s, 75.84mph. 

Allied Polymer Gi FF 2000 championship round (15 coe 1, 
Tiff Needell (Hawke), 23m 55.8s, 84.62mph; 2, lan Taylor (Dulon), 
24m 12.2s; 3, Richard Dutton (Elden), 24m 32.2s; 4, Oscar Notz 
Spoon 24m_37.8s; 5, Adrian Reynard eee, 24m 48.2s; 6, 
peg ney (Ray), 24m 49.0s. Fastest lap: Needell, 1m 33.8s, 
.35mp 


Northern Clubmans racing with Cooper Oils engine round 
(10 laps). Overall and 1600cc fully modified: 1, Ray Edge (Mallock), 
15m 42.6s, 85.93mph; 2, Richard De La Rue (Mallock), 15m 59.6s; 
3, Johnny Muirehead (Mallock), 16m 00s; 4, Tony Norton (Gryphon), 
16m 00.6s. Fastest lap: Edge, 1m 32s, 88.04mph. 

FF 1600cc: 1, Peter Ludford (non, ie 02.6s, 79.24mph; 2, 
Robert Glass (Mallock); 3, Chris Norton (Mallock). Fastest lap: Chris 
Norton and Ludford, 1m 40.2s, 80.83mph. Leyland Cars National 
Mini 1275 GT championship round fe te ul Taft, 19m 34.6s, 
68.95mph; 2, Steve Soper, 19m 34.8s; 3, Jim Burrows, 20m 08.0s; 
4, Bill Pownall, 20m 22.4s; 5, Malcoim Leggate, 21m 22.2s; no other 
finishers. Fastest lap: Soper and Leggate, 1m 55.8s, 69.94mph. 

BRSCC Northern Libre Oeer ara (10 laps): 1, Derek 
Cock (2.0 Chevron), 15m 20.8s, 87.96mph; 2, Johnny Muirhead 
Mallock), 16m_14.4s: 3, Richard Dutton (Elden), 16m 19.8: 4, 
rian Holland (Ensign), 16m 46.2s; 5, Roger Sau rs (Sigma), 16m 
Span 6 ey arson (Elden), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Cook, 1m 27.8s, 

.25mph, 
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equipment. After a bit of dithering (allowing the 


leaders a flying lap past the wreckage) the red fl. 
went out. In the restart Philip Lloyd’s Noma 
Mk. 2 led throughout chased by Vic Waterhouse’s 
U2 Mk14B, who challenged on the last lap but 
failed to get past. John Law’s Samantha U2 was a 
close third from John Sutton’s U2 Mk IIB and 
Graham Kay’s similar car. 

Current Monoposto Championship leader Alan 
Bailie (Viking) held a tenuous lead for the first 
eight laps of the qualifying round hounded by 
‘The Streaker’s’ Lotus 35. The pressure told 
eventually and Baillie lost it entering Woodcote, 
stalling the engine and dropping to the tail of the 
field. This left Streaker a clear road to victory. 
Robin Strange’s Brabham was never far behind 
but had to cope with some twitchiness towards 
the end, still coming home second from Roy 
— similar car and David Coombs’ Manta 

The slower of the two 750F races was 
dominated by Ian Bates’ Special but behind him 
Dave Roberts (DNC) and Mike Kenny (MPK Mk2) 

d an excellent scrap for second, Roberts 
ug ceery, 4 eT the place. 

David Orbell (U2 Mk16) led the combined Sport 
GT and Modsports race throughout despite the 
attentions of Peter Andrews Martin BM10 a few 
seconds behind, although Andrews never got 
close enough to challenge. For third, Richard 
Scantlebury (Jaguar E) and Dickie Metcalfe 
(Lotus 23C) had a good scrap with the modsports 
car’s extra steam paying, off in the end. Mick 
Wilks’ RAE E won the Small Sports GT class 
from Peter Lloyds F1300 Nomad while in the 
modsports Keith Ashby’s fleet Midget won the 
1500 class from Peter Richings’ similar MG and 
John Palmer TVR Vixen took the 2-litre honours 
from Bill Nicholson’s MGB (what else?). 


In a day of so many accidents if just had to 
happen in the FF race, and sure enough as Chris 
Skellern (Crosslé 30F) concentrated on building 
up a lead, a bunch of five cars disputed second. On 
the seventh lap entering Woodcote —_ Trott’s 
Merlyn Mk20/29 tangled with Paul Smith’s 
Royale RP21. Trott’s car managed to take off and 


AINTREE 


New records 


From a very wet and waterlogged start fol- 
lowing heavy overnight rain, Aintree Circuit 
Club managed to put on a highly enter- 
taining day’s ane 3 on Saturday, their hard 
work in clearing the track being rewarded 
with several new lap records and con- 
sistently close racing throughout. 

As always at Aintree, the day opened with For- 
mula Fords and Barry Pigot (Royale RP21) sat on 
pole for the first heat. From the start, however, it 
was Richard Jones in the Sabar Hawke DL11 who 
led away, until being passed by Pigot on the Rail- 
way Straight. At Club, Jones lost several more 
places and Mike O’Brien’s City Link Royale took 
over second place ahead of Richard Peacock. 
While Pigot pulled ahead, Peacock eventually dis- 

laced O’Brien who lost a furher place before the 
finish to a recovered Jones. 

There followed a race for Modsports, Prod- 
sports, Production Saloons, Mexicos and ‘B’ Club- 
mans which had so many classes, almost everyone 
had to be a winner. Brian pig af immaculate 
4.4 E type and Andy Smith’s Elan led the rest of 
the pack away from the start and these two pro- 
ceeded to drive off into the distance although 
never leaving each other’s company. Rod Gretton 
(TVR) and Chris Meek (Lotus Europa) were soon 
joined in close battle by Geoff Lambert’s Mallock 

k14E, the Clubman’s car gaining the upper 


then roll end over end right over Tom Wood’s 
Royale RP21 (miraculously missing him) before 
landing upside down and sliding along in a shower 
of sparks from the rollover bar. Amazingly no one 
was hurt. All this allowed John Village (Royale 
RP21) into second, but the unshaken Wood 
fought back and snatched third on the line from 
David Wigdor’s Image. Smith restarted to take 
fifth from Geoff Creber’s Nomad FF 76. 

A good four cornered dice ensured for the first 
half of the second 750F race but it fizzled out as 
John Giles pulled away in his latest creation to a 
comfortable win. Tim Green (Time Mk8) and Bob 
Simpson (Condor) naba; to finish closely in 
second and third with Lyn Evans (Centaur) a 
lonely fourth from Roger Silman who cornered his 
RSI very enthusiastically. 

It was crashing again in the F4 round as on the 
first lap at Woodcote in the leading bunch, Nick 
Crossley (Tecno 764) lost it mr, ike Whatley 
(Brabham BT21) and Alex Lowe (Chevron B20) to 
collide, Whatley loosing a near corner and Lowe a 
front corner. The melee allowed Roy Lewington in 


his ex-Gerry Burrell Brabham BT28 and John 
Brown (Delta IRF 4B) to pull out a d lead. 
Brown was always on Lewington’s tail but never 


looked in a cha enging position despite a back 
marker getting in the way on the last lap. Bill 
Cowling’s Delta 764 was a lonely third after Lou 
Wright’s March 713M spun down the field in mid- 
race. 

A fifteen lap bre thrash closed the day and 
Alan Clennell’s GRD B73 led all the way on the 
road, but he was docked 10s for a jumped start. 
Jim Ravenscroft’s newly acquired Atlantic 
Surtees TS15 challenged for the first three laps 
before his engine cut out leaving John Bowtell 
(March 74B) to take up the chase. Bowtell looked 
like making a race of it only to ge at Becketts 
and drop to third. He fought back, however, and 
caught Clennell on the last lap failing to pass by 
0.6s but, of course, won with the addition of 10s to 
Clennell’s time. ‘The Streaker’ brought his Lotus 
35 out again to take a good third and to be the last 


unlapped runner. 
PETER RICHINGS 


hand just as Derek Palmer brought his Lotus 
Elan up to join them. Lambert soon pulled clear of 
this group and Palmer, having deposed Gretton, 
set about passing the Europa which he managed 
with two laps to go. Four new lap records were set 
during this race = Smith, Meek, Colin Wild (Hill- 
man Imp) and Valli in the Biba Cosmetics Midget. 

The second FF heat saw Nigel Gough (Van Die- 
men RF76) lead throughout from pole position 
with only John Kent (Royale RP21) able to stay 
anywhere near him. Back in third place, John Har- 
low (Elden Mk 8) was gradually slipping back into 
the clutches of Hugh MacPherson (Dulon MP15) 
and Dave ee ee (Merlyn Mk 25/29) but he 
managed to hold on to the flag. Mike Wrigley, 
having his first outing in the Dulon MP17, was 
caught out by the handling of the car after 
making multiple changes to its set up after prac- 
tice and spent the race trying to make up for his 
early excursion eventually coming in sixth. 

A multitude of late entries caused the Special 
Saloon event to be split into two with the over 
1000cc classes coming out first. From the front 
row, lap record holder Nick Whiting (Escort) and 
Mike Newman (Vauxhall Firenza) were neck and 
neck into Country, but Newman went that little 
bit too far and ended on the grass on the outside 
finishing his first lap in tenth place. While 
Whiting zoomed off to yet another win and fur- 
ther improved his record to a fantastic 59.2s, 
Newman began a climb back through the field 
that was the feature of the race. a lap two he 
was up to seventh and three laps later he had 
joined the third place dice between Doug Emms 
(Camaro) and Derek Walker in the Flowflex 
Escort. As Walker fell back slightly, his new 
mount’s handling still not being entirely sorted to 


Brian Murphy and Andrew Smith streak away at the start of Aintree’s modsports race to an 
eventual 1-2. 
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« Cowling (Delta 764), 11m 1.6s; 4, 
 9.4s; 5, John Waldron (Delta IRF 4), 11m 11.0s; 
_ 11m 17.8s. Fastest lap: Brown, 1m 1.4s, 94.2! 


Special Saloons and Mini 1000 (10 laps); overall: 1, Mike Curnow 
a0 Longman Mini), 11m 56.0s, 80.05mph; 2, Deidre Garlick (850 

ini), 12m 0.8s; 3, Geoff Robson es Becspeed Mini), 12m 6.2s; 4, 
Derek May (1.0 May Mini), 12m 8.6s. Special Saloons: 1, Garlick, 
79.52mph; 2, D. Leaver (850 Mini); 3, Tim Cousins (850 Mini 
Fastest lap: Garlick, 1m 9.4s, 83.41mph. Mini 1000, 1, Curnow; 2, 
Robson; 3, May. Fastest lap: Curnow, 1m 10.4s, 82.23mph. 

Formula 1300 Acad 1, Philip Lloyd (Nomad Mk2), 8m 58.0s, 
86.08mph; 2, Vic Waterhouse bs Mk.14B), 8m 58.2s; 3, John Law 
——— U2), 8m 59.6s; 4, John Sutton (U2 Mk.IIB), 9m 3.2s; 5, 

raham Kay (U2 Mk. IIB), 9m 9.6s; 6, Stuart Courtman (SRC Mk.1), 
9m 30.6s. Fastest lap: Waterhouse, 1m 5.6s, 88.24mph. 

Monopost (10 laps): 1, ‘The Streaker’ (Lotus 35), 10m _10.2s, 
94.87mph; 2, Robin Strange (Brabham), 10m 15.8s; 3, Roy Thomas 
hey 10m 29.8s; 4, David Coombs (Manta 76x), 10m 33.0s; 5, 

revor Scarratt (Brabham BT21B), 10m 37.4s; 6, Geoff Jackson 

Po. BT21A), 10m 39.4s. Fastest lap: ‘The Streaker’, 59.4s, 

-45mph. 

750 Forests (10 laps): 1, lan Bates (Special), 12m 58.4s 
74.37mph; 2, Dave Roberts (DMC), 13m 3.0s; 3, Mike Kenn (MPK 
Mk.2), 13m 3.4s;4, Mike Harris (Darvi Mk3), 13m 16.0s; 5, Graham 
Hedley (Sunset Strip 13m 17.4s; 6, Roy Cornwall (Roydon Mk1), 
13m 18.6s. Fastest lap: Kenny, 1m 16.4s, 75.77mph. . 

Sports GT and Modsports (10 laps): overall: 1. David Orbell (1.6 
U2 Mk16), 10m 21.2s, 93.19mph; 2, Peter Andrews (2.0 Martin 
BM10), 10m 25.6s; 3, Richard Scanlleburt (4.2 Jaguar E), 11m 8.2s; 
4, Dickie Metcalfe (1.6 Lotus 23C), 11m 10.0s. Sports GT up to, 
1300cc: 1, Mick Wilks (1.3 RAE E). No speed given; 2, Peter Lloyd 

1.3 Nomad Mk.2); 3, Chris ae as Centaur Mk14), Fastest lap: 

lot given. Ye GT 1301 to 1600: 1, Orbell; 2, Metcalfe; 3, Roger 
Barton (U2 Mk.16). Fastest lap: Orbell, 1m 1.2s, 94.59mph. Sports: 
GT over 1600cc; 1, Andrews. No speed given; no other starters. No 
fastest lap given. Modsports up to 1500cc: 1, Keith beg Ate! MG 
Midget). No speed given: 2, Peter Richings (1.4 MG Mi ot 
Barrie Mutiow (1.3 All Sprite). No fastest lap given. Modsports 1501 
to 2000cc: 1, John Palmer (1.8 TVR Vixen). No speed given; 2, Bill 
Nicholson (1.8 MGB); 3, John Churchill (1.6 Lotus Elan). No fastest 
lap given. Modsports over 2000cc: 1, Scantlebury: no further 
finishers. No fastest lap given. 2 5 

Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Chris Skellern (Crosslé , 10m 
58.2s, 87.95mph; 2, Jonn Village (Koyale KP21), 11m 7.2s, 3, Tom 
Wood ree P21), 11m 8.4s; 4, David Wigdor (Image), 11m 8.4s; 
5, Paul Smith (Royale RP21), 11m 13.0s; 6, Geoff Creber (Noma 
FF76), 11m 14.6s. Fastest lap: Skellern, 1m 4.8s, 89.33mph. 

750 Formula (10 laps): 1, John Giles (JGS Mk5B), 12m 4.6s, 
79.89mph; 2, Tim Green (Time Mk.3), 12m 9.2s; 3, Bob Simpson 
eng 12m 9.6s; 4, Lyn Evans (Centaur II), 12m 28.6s; 5, Roger 

ilman RSL) 12m 37.4s; 6, lam Palmer (Wessex), 12m’ 49.4s. 
Fastest lap: Giles, 1m 10.6s, 81.99mph. 

Formula 4 (10 laps): 1, Roy Lewington (Brabham BT28), 10m 
32.4s, 91.54mph; 2, John Brown (Delta IRF 4B), 10m 33.0s; 3, Bill 
Derek Rose (Lotus 59/69), 11m 

— Ward (Gem), 


8mph. 

Formule libre (15 laps): 1, John Bowtell (1.6 March 74B), 15m 
12.4s, 95.17mph; 2, Alan Clennell (1.6 GRD B73), 15m 21.8s; 3, 
‘The Streaker’ (1.6 Lotus 35), 15m_22.0s; 4, John Corfield (1.9 
Martin BM10), 15m 30.6s; 5, Dave Chambers (1.6 Chamox.Mk.2), 
15, 32.8s; 6, Dave Lowe (1.6 Lotus 61), 15m 53.8s. Fastest lap: 
Bowtell, 58.8s, 98.45mph., 


his liking, Newman ne pr past Emms on.-Rail- 
way Straight and set off after second place man 
Tony Rosen. Although the Holden and Hartley 
Firenza at first closed on the Capri, Rosen res- 
ponded in the final laps and held the gap to seven 
seconds at the finish. In the 1300cc class, Gerry 
Gough in the Thermowall Cooper ‘S’, the rear 
suspension of which has received some beneficial 
attention in recent weeks, had little trouble in 
coming first. BAS 

The Formula Vee event was a a 
qualifier and series leader Tim Flynn in the Shell- 
Sport Scarab sat on pole needing second place or 
better to take the title. When fellow front row 
occupant Edward Jones lost two laps at the start 
due to a dead engine it was left to Belgian Joseph 
de Gheldere (Celi AC70) to provide the opposition. 
And what a race it turned out to be with these two 
side by side and swapping the lead continuously 
until the last two laps when de Gheldere seemed 
to gain the upper hand and Flynn settled for a 
good second place and the National Champion- 
ship Gordon Rae (Rae Special) came home in third 

lace while fourth was hotly disputed throughout 
y Peter Wimhurst (Vee Max Mk 4D) and Ray 
ae (JSR Vee). 
ith the light already beginning to fade, a good 
Libre field was lead away by Kim Mather (March 
752/B) but Richard Simms used the power of his 
F5000 Chevron B24 to take the lead before the 
first corner. He hung on ahead of Mather, Alo 
Lawler (Chevron B29) and Ian Stronach (McRae 
GM1) and for one lap before falling to fourth 
leaving Mather and Lawler to draw away slightly 
from Stronach in third. Lawler remained behind 
Mather until on the last lap he made a determined 
effort to close the gap, the two cars crossing the 
line only 0.2s apart. Martin Birrane (Chevron 
B29), having pulled away from Joe Applegarth’s 
Brabham, closed on Simms and took fourth place 
on lap eight. 

The up to 1000cc Special Saloons featured a tre- 
mendous scrap for the lead between the Imps of 
Nick Birch and Malcolm Bell. Bell was fetting the 
better of this, although only just, until lap seven 
when the two entered Country side by side. 
Birch’s desperate effort didn’t come off, however, 
his car rising on to two wheels before taking to the 
grass and letting Bell get clear. Undeterred, Birch 
continued, if anything even more enthusiastically, 
and four laps after he was back in second place 
this time with Chris Roberts hanging on to his tail 
to make it an Imp one-two three and take the 
850cc class. 

The F.F. final was fought out at the front of the 
field between Barry Pigot and Nigel Gough, the 
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latter leading initially before being overcome by 
the flying ip a These two pulled well clear of the 
third place dice between John Kent and Richard 
Jones, the a ge newsagent eventually 
trium 7 over the Hawke. Andy Best (Getem 
GDB6), Mike Wrigley and John Harlow fought 
over fifth place before finishing in that order. 
Finally in gathering gloom, the Invitation Race 
was shortened to five laps and provided a well de- 
served win for Colin Simpson TEscort) from Ron 
Kirk man’s Davriam and Derek Palmer (Lotus 
Elan). Eddie Jordan had been looking forward to 
driving Murphy’s ‘E’ type in this one but, alas, 
the clutch had succumbed in the earlier race and 


prevented this. PETER MCFADYEN 


Formula Ford 1600, heat 1 (7 taps): 1, Barry Figot (Royale RP21), 
7m 34.8s; 90.87mph; 2, Richard Peacock (Royale RP21), 7m 42.2s; 
3, Richard Jones (Hawke DL11), 7m 43.2s. Fastest lap: Pigot, 1m 


0.45, 92.25mph. 
Modified Sports Cars, Production S; Cars, Production Saloon 
Cars Clubmans Class B and Escort Mexicos (12 laps), overall: 1, 
Brian Murphy (4.4 Jaguar E), 12m 35.0s, 93.83mph; 2, Andrew 
Smith (1.6 Lotus Elan), 12m 38.4s; 3, Geoff Lambert (Mallock 
Mk14E), 13m 29.2s, ModS| over 2000cc: 1, Murphy. Fastest 
lap: Murphy, 1m 01.8s, 93.83mph. Modsports 1501 to 2000cc: 1, 
Smith, 93.41mph; 2, Derek Palmer (1.6 Lotus Elan), Fastest lap: - 
Smith, 1m 2.0s, 93.41mph (record). ModSports 1151 to 1500cc: 1, 


Garry Wilson (1.4 AH Sprite), 84.32mph; 2, Dave Abram (1.4 
i 


Midget), 3, John Evans (1.3 Midget), Fastest lap: Wilson, 1m 7.4s, 
84 domph. Modsports up to 1150 ce: 1, Ron Kirkman (1.1 Davrian), 
84.14mph; Peter Fontes ed Sprite). Fastest lap: Kirkman, 1m 7.8s, 
84.14mph. Clubmans F.F. Engined: 1, Lambert, 87.55mph. Fastest 
lap: Lambert, 1m 4.8s, 87.55mph. Protiuction Sports Cars £3000 to 
£4500: 1, Chris Meek (1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 84.32mph; 2, Rod 
Gretton (3.0 TVR 3000m); 3, Stewart Halstea B9 TVR 3000m). 
Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 7.2s, 85.99mph (record). Production Set 
Cars up to £2000: 1, Valli (1.5 Midget) 72.03mph. Fastest lap: Valli, 
1m 20.0s, 72.03mph (record), Production Saloon Cars up to £1600: 
1, Colin Wild (1.0 Hillman Imp), 72.13mph. Fastest lap: Wild, 1m 
19.6s, 72.13mph (record). j 
Formula Ford 1600 heat 2 (7 laps): 1, Nigel Court lan Diemen 
RF76), 7m 31.2s, 91.59mph; 2, John Kent fo ale RP21), 7m 36.0s; 
3. Jofn Harlow (Elden Mk8), 7m 52.4s. Fastest lap: Gough, 1m 3.4s, 
.12mph. 
Bn Saloons 1001 to 1300cc and over 1300cc (12 laps): Overall. 
and over 1300cc: 1, Nick euuine (2.0 Escort), 12m 1.8s, 98.15mph; 


14.6s, ye 
Gordon Rae ( 


pl), 
Mk4D) 13m 34.4s; 2: Ray Simpson (JSR Vee) 13m 40.2s; 6, 


to 850ce and 851 to 1000cc (12 laps), Overall: 


ul 
1, Malcolm Bell reytihets Imp Californian), 14m 16.0s, 82.16mph; ‘ 


2, Nick Birch (1.0 Chrysler Imp), 14m 25.2s; 3, Chris Roberts (850 

Hillman Imp) 14m 25.6s. Up to 850cc: 1, Roberts, 81.82mph; 2, 

Keith Wilkinson (850 Mini). Fastest lap: Roberts, 1m 10.4s 

83.86mph 851 to 1000ce: 1, Bell; 2, Birch; 3, Peter Burdis (1.0 Ford 
Anglia) Fastest lap: Bell, 1m 8.8s, 85.81 mph. : ‘ 

‘ormula Ford 1600 Final (12 laps): 1, 8 12m 52.0s, 91.77mph; 

| 2, Gough, 12m 53.4s; 3, Kent,.13m 3.0s. Fastest lap: Pigot, 1m 3.0s, 


+93.71mph. 
I Rate (5 laps): 1, Colin Simpson (1.8 Ford Escort), 6m 
6.4s, 80.56mph; 2, Ron Kirkman (1.1 Davrian), 6m 33.0s; 3, Derek 


Palmer a” Lotus Elan), 6m 34.6s. Fastest lap: Simpson, 1m 9.4s, - 


LLANDOW 


Rough and tumble in the mud 


The BRSCC’s last meeting of the season at 
Llandow was threatened first by rain, then 
by disaster. Somehow, the rain held off right 
through the meeting, the only traces of 
water being those still present from the pre- 
vious night’s downpour. However, as the 
meeting progressed, mud started to appear 
on large areas of the circuit, this being due 
to the abnormal number of cars spinnin 
into the infield and returning to the meleé. 
reasonably full, and definitely varied, field 


ensured the crowd of an entertaining after- 


noon. The general opinion being that the 
“Close down Llandow” faction must be 


.Close Mini racing at Llandow as Graham Wenham holds off the field 


aa 


? 


shown that the small circuit can provide 
excellent entertainment under even the diffi- 
cult conditions that exist at the moment. 
The first event was the Leyland Cars Mini Seven 
harap wnahip race, which proved to be a very 
eventful start to the afternoon, the race bein 
stopped on the second: lap which Chris Tyrrell, 
trying hard to retain his championship lead, 
suddenly found himself confronted with a parked 
car, the result being inevitable, Tyrrell’s car 
erupting into flames, and Derek Hawkins’ car 
being totally written off. Tyrrell was removed 
from his car by the very efficient marshals, and 
was taken to hospital. The race was restarted, and 


> 


85.07mph. 
and perhaps not being able to decide which one to The Special Saloons final saw Terry King lead 
LONGRIDGE let t rough first, decided to keep ahead of both of from poe to finish, pulling out “1! sli ht but 
them. ‘ leat he sufficient lead over Paul Chadwick. Ken Tomlin- 
The second Special Saloon event was a contest son took the Rallye Equipe Mini past Stevenson 
n for -between Terry King’s 1800 Escort and, Paul at Jap four and then looked like settling for a 
Chadwick’s 1293° Cooper. Chadwick, in a car secure third placo. Spurred on by points in the 
; . which doesn’t look very lightweight for a Mini, led Lancashire MRC. Championship. However, Ken 
for a.few laps after King had gear selection pulled out all the stops in the closing laps and 
: ; EP iaaee problems on the opening lap but the Escort caught Chadwick, passing him on the line to take 
Lancashire A.C. brought Longridge’s recovered and took the.lead again on lap 5 and _a very worthy second place. Derek Walker was 


season to a close on Sunday with another of 
their familiar club meetings and were partic- 
ularly fortunate in having ideal weather 
conditions throughout the racing. Although 
entries were rather few in number, partly 
due to other meetings im the area over the 
weekend, much of the racing was up to the 
usual Longridge standard. ; 
Formula Fords were given two 25-lap outings, 
the first of these looking like providing another 
easy win for John Kent. Not so, however, for the 
Tickled Trout Royale suffered a recurrence of its 
problem at Aintree the previous day when the 
engine died on the first lap. As before, it picked up 


again but not before Kent had seeps to last - 


Rr ce leaving Neil Smith (Hawke) and Tony 
orris (Royale) disputing the lead. It took Kent 
only until lap nine to regain the lead and he was 
followed home by Smith and Morris who put on a 
tremendous race throughout and finished only 
0.2s apart. 

From the second row, Derek Walker took his 
Fiat Coupé into the lead of the First Special 
Saloon race ahead of front row men Dave Steven- 
son and Ken Tomlinson, both in 1.3 Minis. The 
emaeg, on to the Fiat and both tried to find a way 
round, often simultaneously, but the 1 litre car 


remained ahead to the flag. Walker, driving his. 


Fiat for the last time — at Longridge, anyway — 
felt the front tyres go off after about six laps and 
was thus even more hard pressed: by the Minis 
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held it to the finish although the Mini was only 
onesecond behind. _ : 

The Libre event was run in two 25-lap parts and 
once again featured Warren Booth (Lotus 69) and 
Joe Applegarth (Brabham BT23C). Joe got away 
first but was dismayed to find the Lotus moving 
by into the first corner. Thereafter, Booth kept 
his foot hard down to gain as big an advantage as 
possible leaving the Brabham a secure second 
ahead of Tom Dootson who was having his second 
outing in his ex-Peter Dugdale March 733. 

Historic racing came to Longridge for the first 
time but only as part of a mixed field along with 
Modsports and 750s. Iain Gorrie (Triumph GT6) 
had the. lead to himself throughout his only 
challenger, Dave Abrams (1.4 Midget) having an 
equally firm hold on second place. Ken Booth’s 
Lotus XI was first Historic home and B. Walker’s 


JGS took the 750 honours after a race-long 


pursuit of Terry Steele’s Elan. _ 

John Kent took charge of the second FF race 
from the start but only lasted until lap 11 when a 
radius arm detached itself and brought his aE | 
to a halt, fortunately without incident. With Ne 
Smith having failed to get away from the grid, 
Tony Morris was left with a comfortable win over 
Terry Turner (Alexis) who might have made more 
of a race of it had he not spun at Weighbridge at 
15 laps. Turner recovered without losing his place 
to Jimmy Power (Hawke) who finished third. The 


aggregate result of the two races gave the same 
or : 


er as this second heat. 


out of luck this time, his engine lapsing onto three 

linders on the grid before finally dying at one 

third distance, his clutch also having given up in 
‘the meantime. 

The closing Libre race again went to Warren 
Booth who drove even faster than before al- 
though his overall race time was longer due to a 
partially blocked. track after Geoff Baker had 
re his F3 Piper and held up John Briggs 
(Mallock) on the opening lap. Joe Applegarth 
finished second which was sufficient to win the 
LMRC Championship from Ken Tomlinson and 
Sey King, while Dootson again occupied third 
place. ; 


‘PETER McFADYEN 


Formula Ford 1600 (25 laps): 1, John Kent, (Royale RP21), 11m 
26.4s; 2, Neil Smith (Hawke), 11m 46.6s; 3, Tony Morris (Royale) 
11m 46.8s. Fastest lap: Kent, 26.4s, 58.88mph. 

Special Saloons, heat 1 (12 laps): 1, Derek Walker (1.0 Fiat 850), 
5m 52.4s; 2, Dave Stevenson (1.3 Cooper) 5m 52.4s; 3, Ken 
Tomlinson (1.3 yd Equipe) 5m 52.6s. Fastest lap: Walker and 
Tepecka joons, heat 2 a2 | 1, Terry King (1.8 Ford Escort 

a , Terry King (1.8 Ford Escort), 
5m 35.8s; 2, Paul Chadwick (ds Cooper S), 5m 36.8s; M. Lyon (1. 
Vauxhall My A laps. Fastest lap: King. 26.8s, 58.00 mph. 

Formula Libre, part 1 (25 laps): 1, Warren Booth (2.0 Lotus 69), 
10m 11.6s; 2, Joe Applegarth (1.6 Brabham BT 23C), 10m 32.2s; 3, 
ae (1.6 March 733), 24 laps. Fastest lap: Booth, 23.6s, 

.86 mph. 

» Historic Cars and 750 Formula (25 laps); and 

Rompers overall: 1, lain Gorrie (2.0 Triumph GT6), 11m 35.8s; 2, 

David Abram (1.4 MG Midget), 11m 51.8s; 3, Richard Storey (MG 

hve og , 11m 59.0s. Fastest lap: Gorrie, 27.0s, 57.57 mph. Historic 

: 1, Ken Booth Gt Lotus XI). Fastest lap: Booth, 28.8s, 53.98 

1 gh preg , B, Walker (JGS). Fastest lap: Walker, 28.6s, 
.35 mph. 
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by the third me, eae Wenham and Terry Pud- 
well were battling for first place, Wenham being 
the eventual winner after Pudwell spun off on the 
, already scarred bottom bend. 

Next came the final round of the BRSCC 
Special Saloon Championship, and with double 
points counting in this round, an exciting race 
was expected. Chris Sims, (2.8 Magnum) and 
Steve Harris (Harris Mini) were favourites to take 
the class titles respectively. Sims went into the 
lead on the first lap, and never really looked like 
doing os but winning. Harris managed to 
stay with him for the first few laps, but eventually 
had to settle for second place. Dave McCloy 
(Wesley 1300 Mini) held third place for the first 
four laps, but retired, his new short-stroke motor 

iving him trouble. John Morgan (3.8 Jaguar) 

eld third place at the finish, after seeing team- 
mate Anthony Williams retire with a dead wigise. 

After_a season fraught with troubles, Dave 
Toye, sig Pond RP21) clinched the BRSCC (Sw) 
Formula Ford nae by taking third 
place behind Mike Wallaker (JOMIC Mk2A) and 
winner Ian Moore, (Dulon MP15). 

Starting from the second row of the grid, Toye 
was fourth on the first lap, moving up to third 
after Steve Lincoln (Royale RP21) spun at Devils. 
From this point on, Ian Moore led the pack, 
increasing his lead with every lap. Toye and 
Wallaker fought briefly for second place, Toye 
having to be content with third and fending off 


rather sick engine to the flag. Paul Wotton (Dulon 
MP17) was unlucky to go off, again at bottom 
bend, required the services of the ambulance to 
take him to hospital. 

The fourth event, the final of the Special Saloon 
Championship was totally dominated by Basil 
Dagge in his 1.0 Hillman Imp. He took the lead 
from the start, and never looked back. 

Peter Andrews (1.0 Mini) and Clive Powell 
(Austin Cooper ‘S’) fought throughout the 15 laps 
for the remaining honours, second place eventu- 
ally going to Andrews. 

The Renault 5 Elf Challenge was as entertain- 
ing as ever. Boas the pack on the first lap, 
Richard Hassell hit the Armco on Devils, bounced 
back into the circuit, and quite happily continued 
racing! The lead was taken up by Barrie (Wizzo) 
Williams, who could not lose the “Mancunian 
Fenderbender” of John Bell, these two travelling 
literally bumper to bumper until they crossed the 
line with Williams the winner by 0.2 of a second. 
Emson & Dudley Securities were represented by 
Charles Sawyer-Hoare, whose 5TL was smoking 
badly to say the least. 

At one point, his exhaust smoke was so thick 
that the drivers behind him nearly collided trying 
to find a way around it! 

The afternoon ended with a rather thin field in 
the Formule Libre race. Harry risory ae in his just- 
rebuilt 5.0 McLaren stormed away from the start 
and simply drove away from the rest of the field, 
the only challenge coming very early in the race 
from Willie Pacoe in the Hicks of Truro Crosslé 
CS7/9, which unfortunately retired on lap 12. 


TONY NILSEN 


Leyland Cars Mini 7 Ne eae round (15 laps): 1, Terry 
Pudwell, 11m 19.6s; 79.46mph; 2, Tony Styles, 11m 22.6s: 3, 
Graham Child, 11m 25.8s; 4, Ron'Cuthbert, 11m 26.6s, Fastest lap: 
Pudwell and Alan Lear, 43.6s, 82.57mph. 

BRSCC pth Saloon Championship (15 laps); (Overall): 1, 
Chris Sims (Vauxhall Magnum), 10m 01.2s, 89.82mph; 2, Steve 
Harris (Harris Mini), 10m 12.2s; 3, John porgan (Jaguar Mkl), 10m 
18.4s. Over 1300cc class: 1, Sims, 89.82mph; 2, Morgan; 3, D. H. 
Barnes (Ford Capri). Fastest lap: Sims, 39s, 92.30mph. 1001cc to 

ec: 1, Harris, 88.21mph; 2, John Routley. cree Mini); 3, 
Martin Pearson (Mini Cooper S). Fastest lap: Harris, 39.6s, 


Bare. 
BRSCC Formula Fo: 


, Powell; 3, Gareth 
, 41.85, 86.13mph. Up to 


rt Page (Aust 
Renault fit Cc 


ape 

heate of 
: jehed 
a 


S Ue, 


te Result: 1, Booth, 20m 28.0s; 2, Applegarth, 21m 2.6s; 3, 
, 49 laps. 
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Tony Broster (Dulon MP17) while nursing his: 


A quicker Kwaka? Bob Shapley climbs his Carbural Kawasaki special at Harewood. . 


HAREWOOD 


Barter Champ 


In only his second season of hill climbing 
Dorchester watercress grower Charles 
Barter (Golden Springs Watercress 
Hartwell Imp) has won the Guyson/BARC 
Hill Climb Championship. After a season- 
long battle the series was finally resolved at 
Harewood last Sunday when the efforts of 
the BARC(Y) and their co-sponsors Guyson 
and Shell were rewarded with a most un- 
expectedly sunny day after the previous 
day’s practice had been abandoned in mid- 
afternoon as incessant rain drenched pro- 
ceedings. Although the course dried out 
steadily, mud on the lower reaches of the hill 
ensured that no records were broken. 
However Guyson/BARC FTD Awards 
winner Alister Douglas-Osborn set the seal 
on a fine season by setting BTD just 1.12s 
outside Richard Thwaites’s near-legendary 
course record. Since really fast times were 
almost impossible to achieve few of the lead- 
ing contenders were able to improve on their 
Championship positions but the Barter/Imp 
success was underlined when brother Robert 
moved up a place to take eighth overall in 
the series. 

Terry Tattam clinched seventh place in the 
Championship with another Touring class win in 
his Mini-Cooper S. ahead of John and Carol 
Davies (Guyson/BARC Ladies Award winner) in 
the Aerofan Cooper S. The small Special Saloon 
division brought out a fine selection of rapid Imps 
and Charles Barter had an early drama when a 
bolt in the gearchange broke on his first run. 
Happily, this was repaired and he went on to score 
a dominating 46.65s class win from John Jordan’s 
Stilletto (48.35), Ken Knott’s Imp (48.62), and 
Geoff Farmer, who was making a return to the 
hills with the at 4 Imp (48.76). Any slim hope 
that John Meredith had left for the ow rac 8 
evaporated when the banana | very reliable Mini 
had a bolt from the crown wheel shear and come 
firing out through the bottom of the ’box in 
practice. This left the class to the Fenny Compton 
Garage Mini of Roger and Patrick Walker. Jim 
Thomson only just had the Guyson Firenza 
readied in time after Tony Bancroft’s Doune 
mishap but despite having second gear jump out 
on his second run and then going over the 
“penalty” line at Quarry, he still won the big 
Special Saloon class with his first climb on a 
damper hill, from Allan Forest (Autoseal Escort) 
and Mike Newman (Holden & Hartley Firenza) 
who had a plug off on his second climb. 

After Gerry Brown had put one over Dave 
Clewley in the MG T-type class the small Marque 
category presented the spectacle of John Mere- 
dith having a go in Carol Lloyd’s MG Midget. 
However, it was Mike Gleave’s Hallam Swim- 
ming Pools a which took the class from Carol 
and the gentlemanly (?) John. Stuart Watts was 
peotioney far ahead of his class rivals with the 

lan and secured his third place in the Champion- 
ship. The larger Marque machines were headed by 
Richard Jackson’s wheel-lifting Centaur Clothes/- 
Ziebart/ShellSport Carrera, 0.62s clear of Phil 
Fay’s Morgan Plus 8. One of the day’s 
“moments” came when Chris “I’m nearly 
famous” Seaman had the steering column of his 
Midget come adrift on Quarry Straight. The MG 
spun but somehow stayed away from harm (the 
subsequent “dialogue” between Chris and com- 


mentator Peter Underhill was quite something) - 


and won the class after the helm had been lashed! 
One of the day’s best performances came when 
Neville Robinson took his Jaguar E up in 46.06s 
when the track was still distinctly muddy, to win 
the class from Haydn Spedding’s similar car. 

Tony Boshier-Jones (overseen on this occasion 
by brother Peter) had another first-time success 
in the Clubmans category after dew eon even 
Harewood experts Mervyn Bartram (who led on 
the first runs) and Bob Prest with an excellent 
44.04s. Mike Green (much-modified Lotus 23) 
emerged ahead of a homely assortment of 1300cc 
sports-racers while in the medium-sized group 

orrie Galbraith defeated the similar but 
Datamatic-entered U2 MkIIB t/c of John Pascoe. 
Yet another U2, this time the BMW-engined 
Mk16 of Ian Curtis, was the quickest of the un- 
limited group but still not as fast as B-J’s 
Clubmans car. A 

Despite having a rather tired engine Chris 
Dowson still won the 1100cc Racing class by well 
over a second in the Penrhos Court Wine 
Brabham BT15s/c, with Chris Bigwood’s Vixen 
VB5 and Andrew Squires’s Brabham BT28 filling 
the minor places. For a long time it looked as 
though the 42.85s time from Peter Kaye 
(Brabham BT85X) would give him the 1600cc 
class again but a splendid re-run from David 
Morris (Ensign LN1R) snatched the award in 
42.288. Jim Campbell scored a good third here. 
with the Hart-engined John Young Brabham 
BT35 from Lanark. Although ADO Jater knocked 
0.21s off his first class run time it was the early 
run on a very tricky surface which was his best 
Pesoueen, and put him safely ahead of sae 

ane and a hard-trying Malcolm Dungwort 
(Waring & Gillow Brabham-Repco BT35X). 

The Guyson/BARC Top Ten runs produced 
several improvements: Robert Barter brought his, 
time down to 47.34s (which would have given him 
second in class); Stuart Watts shot up in 47.05s 
on a re-run following a highly suspect time in the 
52s bracket; Charles Barter climbed in 46.42s but 
ended the day with an uncharacteristically ragged 
run; and Boshier-Jones left his final mark at an 
Ecaenenire 43.58s. Unfortunately, Terry Tattam 
had the most damaging incident of the day when 
he overdid it coming out of Orchard, went off on 
the inside (which is rare) and collected a farm cart 
in the farmyard, Comareag Sp Mini quite badl 
at the front and buckling the driver’s door. Wit. 
the Pilbeam prominently displaying Guyson 
stickers (Hm ..., I wonder?) ADO improved and 
so did Roy Lane who achieved a finely-controlled 
39.85s. Despite getting well sideways at Farm- 
house, Richard Jones (third in the FTD series) got 
down to 41.45s with the McEvoy-supported 
Surtees TS10, which was quick enough to beat 
John Cussins and ne gs Griffiths whose Severn 
Advertising March 74B looked a mite twitchy at. 
times. CHRIS MASON 
fe Alister Douglas-Osborn (3.0 Philbeam-Cosworth DFV R22), 

Class winners: Terry Tattam (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 48.94s; Chris 
Moore (2.0 Ford Escort), 54.95s; Charles Barter (1.0 Hartwell Imp), 
46.65s; Roger Walker (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 47.74s; Jim Thomson 
2.6 Vauxhall Firenza t/c), 47.52s; Gerry Brown (1.5 MG TC), 52.10s; 

ike Gleave G2 Austin Healey Sprite), 49.62s; Stuart Watts ge 


Lotus Elan), 47.44s; Richard ae Porsche Carrera), 49. 
Chris Seaman (1.3 MG Midget), 48.86s; Neville Robinson (3.8 


‘Jaguar E), 46.06s; Tony Boshier-Jones (1.6 Mallock U2-IWR Mk 


11B/16), 44.04s; Mike Green (1.3 Lotus-Ford 23X), 51.288; Norrie 
Galbraith (1.6 Mallock U2-Ford MkIIB t/c); 44.59s; lan eae) 
Mallock U2-BMW Mk16), 44.60s; Chris Dowson (1.1 Brabham-Ford 
BT15 Sic) 44.49s; David tng (1.6 Ensign-Cosworth FVA LN1R), 


42.28s; cutee Ore, 39.80s. 

Guyson/BARC FTD Awards Ti it run-off: 1, Douglas-Osborn, 
39.59s; 2, Roy Lane (5.0 Fenny Marine-Chevrolet GM1), 39.85s; 3, 
Richard Jones (2.0 Surtees-Hart TS10), 41.45s; 4, John Cussins (5.7 
Chevron-Chevrolet B32), 41.62s, Martyn Griffiths (2.2 March-Hart 
420R 74B), 41.74s, 6, Malcolm Dungworth (5.0 rabham-Repco 
BT35X), 41.80s; 7, Morris, 42.19s; 8, Peter Kaye (1.6 Brabham- 
Cosworth FVA BT35X), 42.42s. 

Guyson/BARC Hill Climb are final positions: 1, Charles 
Barter, 62.87pts. 2, John Meredith, 62.76; 3, Stuart Watts, 60.77; 
4, Russ Ward, 60.51; 5, Tony Boshier-Jones, 60.25; 6, Alister 
Douglas-Osborn, 56.16; 7, Terry Tattam, 55.20; 8, Robert Barter, 
53.63; 9, Jeremy Hunt, 53.18; 10, Brian Moyse, 52.60. 

Guyson/BARC FTD Awards final positions: 1, Alister Douglas- 
Osborn, 59pts; 2, Roy Lane, 54: 3, Richard Jones, 32; 4, David 
Franklin, 31; 5, Martyn Griffiths, 31; 6, Rob Turnbull, 24. 
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technical & otherwise 


by John Bolster 


GM i iritrcrine 


ATR sR = eT TS aT SE 
A typical automatic transmission. Pictured here is the compact Borg-Warner Type 45. This Design Council winning design, however, still uses a torque 


converter in all stages of operation. 


Transmission developments — 


Among the many rumours which are circulating, 
two are particularly persistent. One concerns the 
use of automatic transmission in racing and the 
other hints at an exotic, road-going Ferrari, again 
with automatic transmission. Without givin 
away too many secrets, I can confirm that both 
these stories have very solid foundations. | 

The racing transmission is the brain-child of 
Howard Hobbs, father of David and transmission 
expert extraordinary. Keith Duckworth is heavily 
involved in the project, both financially and other- 
wise, and with the aid of this stepless, torque 
converter transmission, the V8 Cosworth engine 
should once A i be ahead of the 12-cylinder 
brigade. Furthermore, by preventin 
breakages due to over-revving or missed gears, it 
will improve the racing by reducing retirements. 
As for the Ferrari luxury car, they say it can set 
fire to its tyres on a dry road, in spite of the auto- 
matic transmission. 

To some motoring enthusiasts of the traditional 
school, automatic transmission is a four-letter 
word. Although modern pete require no skill 
and can be easily handled by the veriest bee er, 
there’s still a faint aura of hairy-chested 
masculinity about perm ap | the ratios by hand. 
This is really a hangover from the days of the 
sliding pinion gearbox, and we all know what 
Emile Levassor said about that (‘‘C’est brusque et 
brutale mais ca marche”), even although he 
invented it, or at least adapted it to the 
automobile. 

Later, expert drivers developed all sorts of 
acrobatics to combat its shortcomings. “Came 
right down through the box, old man, without 
touchin’ the clutch”, was the boast of the fellow in 

lus-fours who was pro ping up the bar at 

rooklands. Such feats » legerdemain really did 
need skill, if shame-making noises, and chips of 
metal in the bottom of the box, were to be 
avoided. 

Nowadays, the gears are in constant mesh and 
the engagement of their dogs is foolproof, thanks 
to synchromesh, so although a prettily-judged 

iece of heel-and-toe avoids wear of the clutch 
aces and torque reversals in the driveshafts, the 
ham-handed opérator who merely stuffs ’em in 
will make no horrid noises. Using a gearlever can 
still be fun, but the pride of achievement has gone. 

Formerly, the ignition timing was controlled 
by a lever marked ‘“‘advance” and “retard” — or 
“early” and “late” on a Rolls-Royce. When 
automatic control of the ignition became 
universal, the more skilled drivers protested, but 
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engine. 


who advances the ignition by hand now? It would 
be as absurd as to change the fuel-air mixture 
manually for every alteration of speed or 
gradient, and nobody wants to go back to 
regulating the oil drip feeds. 

In racing, the characteristics of the turbo- 
charged engine are making a fresh look at the 
transmissiion imperative. Drivers are learning to 
cope with its delayed response by opening up 
earlier in their corners, but to lift the accelerator 
pedal at all when changing up causes an un- 
acceptable loss of boost. A transmission giving a 
power-sustained change is really essential. 

Now, racing drivers have known for years that 
upchanges on full throttle are possible with the 
simplest crash-type gearbox. At first, a clutch- 
stop was used, which was a brake for slowing 
down the clutch plate, but later it was found that 
silent, full-throttle changes were possible with no 
additional equipment. A slight easing of the 
clutch allowed all the. clearances in the box, 
notably on the splines, to flick the other way and 
in that infinitesimal moment of time, a change 
was possible. If the movements were not almost 


The Bristol Siddeley 
SRM transmission. It 5 
incorporates a direct- F pcan 
drive clutch to lock up : 
the torque converter, ( 
which is a highly ad- 
vanced two-stage h 
hydrokinetic type 
with an effective stall 
torque ratio of more 
than 8 to 1. 


High 


ee 


infinitely rapid, the teeth would be stripped off 
the pinions and the engine would over-rev, 
cause the valves to cross their legs and go 
through the tops of the pistons, but it was 
perfectly smooth when well eo 

It’s likely that the acceleration of 
a turbocharged racing engine could be so rapid 
that these so-called “racing changes” would be 
altogether too perilous. It is true that the method 
is used extensively in motorcycle racing, but their 
gearboxes run more slowly, due to the primary 
reduction, and most of the engines are two- 
strokes, with no valves except rotary ones. For 
racing cars, what is needed is the power-sustained 
change of the automatic, which can be set so that 
the next ratio starts to take over before the 
previous one is fully released. 

The Wilson epicyclic gearbox, which is the 
major part of the modern automatic transmission, 
was at one time fitted to many racing cars and 
competition sports cars. Before the war, it was 
found on the ERA and MG Magnette, amon 
many others, and after that contest on the HW 
and the a In France, the Lago-Talbot 
had it and the Delage and Delahaye were often 
fitted with the Cotal box, an epicyclic operated by 
electro-magnets. 

Quite apart from the advantage of the power- 
sustained change, the Wilson box was preselec- 
tive, which was an even bigger bonus in those 
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days. Let me recall that racing took place on 
roads, usually narrow, bumpy, and cambered, 
while the cars demanded a lot o ph sical strength 


'to hold at their maximum spee ird gear was 
pre-selected as soon as one was in top and it was 
wonderful to be able to engage it later with just a 
dab of the left pedal, without having to spare a 
hand from the wheel. 

Modern racing cars run on smooth tracks and to 
keep them straight is no longer a tense wrestling 
match. Nevertheless, I venture to suggest that 
the pleasures of pre-selection would still appeal to 
racing drivers. Now that the epicyclic box is 
usually og oa with automatic selection, it 
might well be found advantageous to use this 
feature, with an instant return to manual 
selection when required. 

It is frequently suggested that the epicyclic 
gearbox has greater power losses than the manual 


typical modern synchromesh transmission, with 
all the gears in constant mesh and stirring up the 
oil, the drag is greater in top gear than in the 
Wilson, which runs locked up solid with no 
relative movement of the gear teeth. I drove an 
ERA with both the preselector and a plain crash- 
box, which has less drag than the synchromesh 
type, and found that there was no difference in 
maximum speed. 

It may seem odd, therefore, that lower 
maximum speed and ag wy fuel comsumption are 
normally accepted as the penalties of automatic 
transmission on normal, road-going cars. The 

ower loss is there, all right, but it does not come 


torque converter, whcih performs the functions of 
the clutch and also extends the range of each gear 
by its torque multiplication. 

When automatic transmissions were first 
becoming popular, there was much discussion on 
whether or not the fluid coupling or torque 
converter should be by-passed on top gear. In 
those days, petrol was cheap and plentiful, so it is 
not surprising that the wrong decision was taken; 
naturally, nobody could imagine the conditions 
under which we now live. So, in the interest of 
simplicity and low first cost, the clutch for the 
idirect drive was deleted and the constant slip of 
the converter was tolerated. 

It must be remembered that the first popular 
‘cars with automatic transmission came from the 
‘USA, and if there was a little loss of speed, it 
was merely a case of enlarging the engine. If 
power was wasted in the transmission, a radiator 
get rid of the heat could easily be fitted. 

owever, there was one American car which 
was built to the highest standards and in which 
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box. This is emphatically not the case and in a ” 


rom the automatic gearbox. The villain is the - 


no engineering compromises were tolerated. This 
was the Packard, and among its many original 
features was a transmission that only u the 
torque converter when the epicyclic reductions 
were operational. On top gear, there was a direct 
in-shear drive from the crankshaft to the rear axle 


inion. 
The Packard advertising slogan was, “ask the’ 
man who owns one”. As I owned one of these 
Packards, which were the last genuine models 
before Studebaker took over, I can state that the 
transmission worked admirably and I could find 
no disadvantage in dispensing with the torque 
converter on top gear. The big machine was one of 
the fastest genuine touring cars around at that 
time and in spite of its great size, it used no more 
petrol than most of the smaller Americans. I am 
convinced that it had a better transmission than 
any of the cars of today and if its brakes had been 


of a similar standard, I would probably still have 
it now. 
The Packard was a big V8 and we are now con, 


OX 


The automatic transmission of the 
Renault 30 TS has an electronic 
“brain” and is a particularly neat 
installation for front-wheel drive. 


Eee es fe yu otherwise 


cerned with automatic transmissions for cars of 
more moderate size. If the torque converter were 
fg mene in top gear only, it might be desirable 
to close up the other ratios in the box a little. An 
automatic car with the same maximum speed as 
the manual version would be worth having, but its 
equal fuel consumption would be of even greater 
interest. People are now willing to pay extra for 
automatics, in spite of reduced speed and in- 
creased consumption, and if those disadvantages 
could be removed, the already large demand 
would be even greater. 

The extra cost of automatic transmission can 
soon be absorbed by the saving in service charges. 
In the hands of the average driver, the clutch has 
an astonishingly short life and it’s a big job to re- 
place it. So many people have given up bothering 
to adjust their engine speed when changing gear, 
‘which means that the clutch has to speed up or, 
slow down the power unit after the change has 
been made. The same driver probably hammers 
up hills in too high a gear, thus causing his engine 
unnecessary wear and tear, and his insensitive 
handling of clutch and gearlever is hard on the 
universal joints and the tyres. With an automatic 
transmission, he can do none of these things, and 
nor can any of his family. 

If there are so many advantages in the Packard 
type of transmission, with direct drivein top gear, 
why do the manufactures not get busy and copy 
it? The answer is very simple, for I happen to 
know that they are doing just that at this very 
moment! When the first car with this arrange 


-ment will be ready I do not know, but fuel econ- 


omy sells more new models than any other fea- 
ture, so it would be logical to give the matter high 
priority. 

As for racing, the most likely arrangement 
would be a torque converter with an exceptionally 
wide range to provide a stepless transmission, or 
one with the minimum of gearchanges. Examples 
are the Ferguson-Teramala system or the 
,arrangement used for the Chaparral. If a racing’ 
car is capable of extremely ~~ acceleration, the 
disconnection of the drive during gearchanges 
appreciably reduces its potential and a stepless 
transmission would increase its performance, 
even if some power loss had to be accepted. The 
fastest-accelerating dragsters have no gearboxes 
for this very reason. 

Thave no space to deal with the DAF belt drive, 
which has been used in Formula 38, or the many 
earlier variations on the same theme, such as the 
Bedelia. These systems have great possibilities, 
which have by no means been fully explored, but 
relatively 


they seem best adapted to light an 
low-powered vehicles. 

The advance of automatic transmission, in all 
spheres, is as logical as it is inevitable. Let us 
hope, however, that they will go on making just a 
few cars with old-fashioned gearlevers, for obstin-' 
ate people like me! 
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Sports extrait oO ar aes 
Renault TS for 1977 


The more powerful Renault 5TS is to 
be eligible next year for the 
BRSCC’s Renault Elf Challenge 


bringing the series more in line with 
its European counterparts. Until 
now, the Renault 5 Challenge has 
been for the less powerful 956cc cars, 
but due to anumber of requests from 
both competitors and Renault, the 
specification is now to include the 
more powerful 1289cc car. 

Hopefully this will make racing 
more exciting for both competitors 
and spectators, but competitors with 
Renault 5s to the new specification 
may also be able to race their cars in 
the smaller production saloon 
classes. This is the basic idea — 


Stephens 
fends off 
Wells 


Withstanding early pressure from a 
very much on-form Dennis Wells — 
the Skoda driver was only two marks 
behind at lunch — Mike Stephens 
scored yet another outright win with 
his Ford Mexico at the ninth round 
of the BTRDA production car trial 
championship run by the Winchester 
MC near the city last Sunday. 

Stephens won the event with 94 
marks lost on 32 sections having 
pulled away from Wells in the after- 
noon to ye up a 16 mark gap. 

In the Mini class battle, there was 
the expected win for current 
championship leader Geoff Spencer 
with his Cooper: but ex-autocross 
man Ken Hoare had an excellent 
afternoon to finish only seven marks 
behind Spencer while Peter Higgins, 
a former Mexico pilot was a credit- 
able third in his first outing in a 


Mini. 

Malcolm Brown (Sprite) and Dave 
Carr (Imp) scored their expected 
wins in two of the other three classes 
and the winner of the arcs class, 

Deneham appeared in a Fiat 
Abarth and won the class by 21 
marks, 

Never in contention for any award, 
the two Ford Populars of M. Cotterill 
and E. Waugh had an exciting scrap 
finishin three marks apart, 
Cotterill’s total being 224 marks! 


Overall: M. Stephens (Mexico), 94 marks lost. 

Class winners: G. Spencer og a , 49: D. Wells 
Bom, 110; M. Brown (Sprite), 74; D. Carr (Imp), 

2; C. Denehan (Fiat Abarth), 97. 

BTRDA Championship: 1, Spencer, 87: 2, 
oe. Brown, 75; 4, B. Parker, 67; 5, Wells, 


Records? 


Can John Ravenscroft do it yet 
again? That'll be the question that 
everyone will be asking as they make 
their way to Curborough this 
Sunday for the Midland Automobile 
Club’s sprint meeting there. This 
time, however, the competition is 
even tougher than usual for some of 
the hillclimb boys are out for a little 
relaxation now that their series are 
over. In particular, Roy Lane will be 
having a go, as will Martyn Griffiths 
and Rob Turnbull but they’ll have 
both Ravenscroft’s Token and David 
Render’s Lotus 76 to contend with. 
This exciting prospect, with 90 
entries, starts at 2pm or earlier, if 
time permits. 
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especially as it’s intended to bring 
the regulations in line for the coming 
season. 

The cost of converting current 
Renault 5s is obviously prohibitive 
for a number of competitors, but the 
BRSCC hope to come to an arrange- 
ment with Renault who will part 
sponsor a conversion kit for the 
smaller model to update it to the 
bigger model’s spec, although such 
models will not be eligible for the 
production saloon car races mention- 
ed. However, Renault have not been 
very forthcoming with such informa- 
tion themselves, although it has 
obviously progressed beyond the 
talking point. ’ 


Tiff leads 


Tiff Needell was extremely happ 
with his APG win at the Cadwe 
Park meeting last Sunday as it gives 
him a two point lead in the 
championship with one round only 
remaining. Tiff contrived to bend his 
usual Mac McKinstry Hawke DL15 
in practice at the Mountain and 
swiftly ran back up the hill, jumped 
into his new DL16, which had only 
been finished the week before, and 
went out again to set his pole 

osition time. The car had been 

riefly tested at Brands Hatch the 
day before and was running with a 
Titan motor, “the only one they had 
lying around at the works” instead 
of his usual Holbay. 

The championship therefore is now 
wide open, and the final round at 
Mallory Park in ten days should 
really be worth watching. 


@ Chris Cramer was a non-starter at 
Harewood because the latest (““VB” 
adorned) rear wing set-up on the 
Griinhalle Lager March 76A, with 
which Chris was well pleased, was 
required by the works in Canada for 
the F1 cars. 


@ Phil Lloyd clinched the F1300 
championship at Silverstone last 
Saturday by winning his race despite 
nupaing, with a bent and cracked 
crank. Lloyd who is 25 and is from St 
Albans, is seeking Formula Three 
type sponsorship next year. 


New faces 


; New faces in the Allied Polymer 


Group FF2000 championship at 
Cadwell Park last Sunday included 
Mike Wilds and Mo Harness. Mike, 
who had a one off run in one of Ken 
Hensley’s Dulons, enjoyed himself 


Mike Wilds in the Ken Hensley Dulon at Cadwell Park — an eventful day. 


Radio One 
one class 
rumour scotched 


Rumours circulating __ currently 
suggest that the Radio One produc- 
tion saloon car championship next 
year will be only for saloons up to 
3000cc without classes. The idea is 
that the championship winner bein; 
someone who finishes about 22nd, 
despite winning his class, holds little 
illusion for the championship organ- 
isers. The rumour mongers feel that 
what Radio One wants is a winner 
who is seen to win on the track. 

However, neither the BRSCC 
(organisers of the championship), nor 
Radio One would confirm this latest 
idea. The BRSCC said that they'd 
heard the rumours too, but it was up 
to the circuit owners and the champ- 
ionship. organisers to decide such 
things. Johnny Beerling, the Radio 
One boss who takes such an interest 
in the series, com letely scotched 
the rumours with “I can’t comment 
because I haven’t decided whether to 
sponsor the series next year, nor 
have I been asked to. It’s the first 
I’ve heard of it”. Non-story? 


Few prodsports 
changes in'77 


After their most successful season 
so far, prodsports are not to change 
in regulation form next year. The 
BRSCC don’t visualise any changes 
for next year, although they would 
expect to see the TR7 included. 

However, on the championship. 
side, they don’t see the idea of the 
Northern and Southern leagues 
working too well and may revert to 
the straightforward 15 to 20 rounds 
country wide. However, they admit 
that all this depends on the sponsors 
involved currently: Euro-Burgess 
and Direct Tapes. Furthermore, they 
intimate that the BRDC will run a 
championship for prodsports next 
year. 


immensely despite spinning twice 
and not finishing. Mo was standing 
in for Frank Bradley in the latter’s 


Elden and was as high as fourth 
before retiring on the penultimate 
lap. Making a welcome Eeappoat 
ance in the formula was Kenny Gra: 

who tigered his way up to sixth wit: 

the Roston Castings Ltd Ray. 


Neil Bettridge — FF2000 Dulon 


Kart ace 
goes FF2000 


Making his car racing debut at 
Mallory Park in the FF2000 round is 
karting ace Neil Bettridge. Bettridge 
has bought a Dulon MP18 through 
Ken Hensley Racing and is running 
under their banner at Mallory for the 
last round on October 10. 

Like so many stars of motor 
racing, Neil has made his name in the 
ranks of karting, culminating in an 
appearance with the British team in 
South Africa where they were so 
successful in May. In his spare time, 
Neil tunes the engines for some of his 
competitors. 

Bettridge’s entry for the Mallory 
Park race brings the Ken Hensley 
entry up to four for that race, for in 
addition to running the regular cars 
for championship contender Ian 
Taylor and Frank Sytner, they’ll 
have former JPS driver Jim 
€rawford on the books. Crawford 
expressed an interest in racing for 
the team, and won his last race at 
Mallory, a Renault 5 race. 


Triumvirate 
whittle 
away 


An exciting series of last runs with 
three drivers getting within a tenth 
of a second of each other, climaxed 
the Hagley and District LCC’s auto- 
cross at Inkberrow, near Alcester, 
last Sunday. 

Overall winner, in his 870 Mini, 
was Philip Wilson, who did 65.2s 
over three laps of a rapid 800yds 
course to beat Paul Bell (1293 Mini) 
on aggregate, while Frank Morris, in 
the 1 litre Mini, got down to 65.3s. 

A very spirited drive from rally 
man Ron Aiken not only gave him 
the class by six seconds in his Escort 
but he also set a quicker time than 
George Warren in his much more 
sophisticated Escort. 

ill Rowkins gave the Wilton 
Special a rare class win when he 
drove well to beat Norman 
Bradshaw’s Bradbuilt and a mild 
surprise was the defeat of the 1300 
Escort of Clive Trueman at the 
hands of John Grimsrud. 


BTD: P. Wilson (Mini), 65.2s. : 

Class winners: D. 4! (Mini), 68.3s; J. 
Grimsrud (Cortina), 71.4s; G. Birtwistle (Spitfire), 
69.6s; T. Westley (VW), 71.9s; F. Morris (Mini- 
Ford), 65.3s; G. Warren (Escort), 67.2s; P. Bell 
Mini), 65.2s; W. Rowkins (Wilton), 68.9s; R. Aiken 
(escort 66.7s. Novice: K. Linge (Mini), 70.3s. 

dies: Mrs B. Smith (Escort), 77.8s. 
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Longridge restrictions 


Rumours circulating at Longridge to 
the effect that the circuit owners had 
been served with an injunction, effec- 
tively stopping all motor sport at the 
venue, are completely untrue, 
according to Gavin Frew. In fact, a 
Lancashire AC Sprint meeting — 
scheduled for October 10 has been-* 
cancelled at the circuit’s own 
instigation in deference to some local 
concern over noise levels and traffic 
volume through Longridge village. 
Far from being over, motor sport 
will continue at Longridge next year 
with a season prety much as this. 
year’s, although, in view of forth- 
coming legislation dealing with so- 
called “noise pollution”, cars com- 
peting at sprmt meetings and all 


Everett buys 
Skoda — BDG 


Former 1.3 Escort driver Paul 
Everett is the latest owner of the ex- 
Alec Poole 2.0 Skoda-BDG. He’s 
done an exchange with his down 
draught-engined Escort with Nick 
Whiting who’s owned the Skoda for 
most of the summer. Essex driver 
Everett has raced his 1.3 Escort for’ 
the last couple of years. 

Whiting recently took the Skoda 
out for a run around Brands and pro- 
nounced himself well satisfied with 
the car, except that after a number 
of years with Escorts, he has a sort 
of loyalty to Ford, and hence has 
kept the car waiting for the right 
deal to come along. 


Friswell’s 
problems (contd) 


Geoff Friswell was in the wars again 
last weekend. He was in a good deal 
of pain from a badly swollen right 
foot, the burn he suffered in hig 
crash the week before at Oulton 
being far from healed, but he still 
managed to qualify the R. E. Bates 
& Son (Builders) Ltd Hawke DL14a 
creditable fourth quickest. He found 
heavy braking to be particularly un- 
comfortable and in the race fell foul 
of the wet patch at the Mountain 
(along with several others) and spun, 
peng unable to restart, so his hopes 
of the championship were dashed. 
Such bad luck for him and the 
sponsor, having led the champion- 
ship for such a large part of the 
season. 

One Poerentiog fact that has 
emerged is that David Lazenby of 
Hawke rang Friz after his Oulton 
crash to ask whether he was OK and 
whether he’d be fit to drive at 
Cadwell. When Friswell replied in the 
affirmative Lazenby said that was 

ood as Tiff was Hawke’s main hope 
in the championship and Geoff 
would therefore be able to back him 
up. Considering the fact that Friz 
has led the championship for most of 
the season and was still well in 
contention, apart from his painful 
legs, and the fact that neither Geoff 
nor Roy Bates were informed about 
the availability of a new car, it did 
seem a rather surprising comment. 

On a ys note, it seems that 
Geoff has been able to get hold of a 
replacement 742 tub for his March 
and he has high hopes now of con- 
testing the final two rounds of the 
ShellSport 5000 series at Brands 
Hatch. 
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motor cycles will be fully silenced in 
future. This will not, however, 
affect the motor race meetings. 

In its few short years of existence 
as a motor racing circuit, Longridge 
has established itself as an ideal 
starting point for many racing 
careers, having been especially 
successful in providing a transition 
from sprinting to racing for many 
northern drivers. Coupled with its 
continuously good crowd figures, 
due largely to the fact that all the 
action takes place within sight of 
everyone, Longridge obviously has 
an important part to play in 
Northern motor sport and looks like 
continuing to do so into the fore- 
seeable future. 


Ellova’s 
BID 


A new class record in the up to 
1300cc_ modified saloon class by 
Chris Clark was a been ht of the 
Jubilee sprint run by the Sussex Car 
Club at Goodwood last Sunday. 

Clark’s Cooper S kept half a 
second off the previous best turning 
in a time of 1m 42.2s. In the absence 
of any single seater racers, BTD 
went to Tony Pouyanne in his 
Ellova-Ford in 1m 35.2s on his third 
run, which was more than three 
seconds quicker than the Silhouette 
of Dave Wilson. 

Ray Matthews (Alfa Romeo) led 
class four on the first run but Brian 
Hazell (avenger) nipped through to 
take the class by a tenth of a second. 


BTD: T. Poyanne (Ellova), 1m 35.2s. 

Class winners: W. Pratt (Fiat Abarth), 2m 2.0s; 
G. Penthrick (Cooper), 2m 6.4s; C. Thomas 
Gone S), Im 54.1s; B. Herel ie venres) 1m 

6.1s; C. Smith (3.0 Capri, 1m 49s; D. Hoare 
(ind, 1m 54.3s; D. Scargill (Imp), 1m_50.5s; C. 

lark Cooper S), 1m 42.2s. (Record); R. Funnell 
(Escort), 1m 41.4s; J. Wellard (Lotus Elan), 1m 
47.9s; B. Linwood (TVR Griffith), 1m 48.8s; P. 
Burnham (Mini-Jem), 1m 47.7s; T. Brown (Llenham 
Le Mans), 1m 41.7s; D. Wilson (Silhouette), 1m 
38.8s; D. Lewis (Mallock U2), 2m 5.6s. Ladies: Mrs 
S. Tiller (Jaguar), 1m 54.7s. 


Crome’s 
Line 
fault 


A line penalty two tests from the end 


roved very expensive for Dennis 
rome of the promoting Harrow CC 
and allowed Mike Halliday to nip 


through to collect the Moss Trophy 
for outright victory at the club’s Jet 
sponsored autotest at the Scratch- 
wood service area last Sunday. 
Driving his Sprite, Halliday com- 
pleted the 14 tests in 548.7s to take 
the major trophy for the first time. 
Crome (Midget), however, won the 
sports car class in 554,38 and second 


in the 13 strong class — the biggest - 


of the event — was Peter Cox in his 
Sprite a mere five seconds down. 
John Calton and Gerry Fryer had 

a great tussle in the small dimension 
saloon class in the early stages in 
their Mexicos but Calton eventually 
took the class comfortably, despite a 
wrong test in the afternoon. Fryer 
did even worse later on when margin- 
ally in the lead getting a maximum 
which left him well out of the 
running. 

BTD: M. Halliday (Sprite), 548.7s. 

Class winners: P. Cornwall (Cooper) 578.9s; N. 
Yoward fnew $), 576.0s; J. Calton (Mexico), 


616.8s; P. Coombes (Cortina), 711.7s; D. Crome 
(Midget), 554.3s. 


Holding their noses! Marshals retrieve some of the nosecones which suffered 


when FF2000 competitors fell foul of “the Loo Seat”, at the effluent-covered 
corner before the mountain at Cadwell Park. They always say there’s a bog at 


the bottom of a mountain. 


Successful 
sponsorship 


Sunday’s Guyson/BARC Harewood 
finale ended with a most enjoyable 
presentation at which Charles Barter 
and Alister Douglas-Osborn and the 
other Championship award winners 
were presented with their spoils b: 
Timothy Thomson — Jim’s son. 
regretted absentee was Russ Ward 
who had decided not to run his 
Sprite at such a Rofentially muddy 
event as the RAC Leaders winning 
car was bound for a showroom 
SEP Numerous other awards 
es’ 


were towed at the same time, 
highlights coming when Roy Lane 
received the Yorkshire Post Trophy 


for the fastest Harewood time of the 

ear and when the Scrutineers 

rophy (for the most consistently 
immaculate car at scrutineering) was 
presented to Peter Kaye. Judging by 
the response to this award this was 
clearly the most popular decision by 
the scruts all year! A pleasant 
gesture came when Jim Thomson 
presented his loot for winning his 
class on Sunday to the hard-working 
start line marshals. 


@ Russell Brookes, Stuart Turner, 
Gerry Marshall, Barrie Williams, 
John Webb and Les Blackburn are 
the panel when Bristol Street 
Motors’ Bromley branch launch 


their new Rallye Sport dealership on - 


October 7. There’s a static display 
and a film show including the 
premiere of a new film on Radio 
One’s involvement in motor sport. It 
all starts at 7.30pm. 


_stone, Geoff Crabtree easil 


Rain stops 
play 


Two inches of rain last Saturday 
night made the course to be used b 
Newcastle and District MC for their 
autocross last Sunday unusable and 
the event had to be postponed. 

The club, however, is hoping to run 
the event this weekend, subject to 
RAC approval, and intending com- 
petitors and others are asked to 
contact Mr Lamprey at Newcastle 
679869 any evening after 6.30pm. 


Holland. and 
Crabtree 
main victors 


On two jabs of a 1,000yds course at 
West Malling airfield near Maid- 
took 
BTD in his early Porsche Carrera 
last Sunday at the Cochester MC’s 
sprint. His fastest run was lm 32.3s 
and he finished more than four 
seconds ahead of a disappointing 
entry of only 21. 

Biggest class — the Formula 6 one 
— produced 10 starters and young 
Graham Holland, son of Formula 
5000 exponent Keith Holland, col- 
lected the class in his Holland 
Special by one and a half seconds. 


BTD: G. Crabtree (Porsche), 1m 32.3s. 

Class winners: P. Still (Anglia), 1m 57.3s; C. 
Chouings (TVR Vixen), 1m 41.5s; L. Geer (Vitesse), 
1m 42.2s; D. Beadle (Mini), 1m 39.0s; A. Gibson 
(Midget), 1m 39.9s; K. Davis (Firenza), 1m 42.9s; 

. Holland (Holland Special), 1m 36.9s. 


Charles Sawyer — Hoare’s effective smoke screen in the Renault 5 race at 


Llandow. 


53 
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Derek Daly — second in Townsend 
Thoresen series 


Daly to 
pull out? 


Sad news from the Formula Ford 
ranks is that one of the ver 
se young Irishmen, Dere 

aly, is probably going to cease his 
racing activities until next season. 
The reason is that Derek has had to 
borrow large sums from his friends 
and he now feels that it would be 
silly to keep on borrowing more 
when he is not in a position to win 
any of the championships. The 
crunch came at Brands Hatch last 
weekend where he had set himself 
the target of winning in order to be 
able to carry on. Unfortunately, he 
threw away a good win with a spin at 
Kidney and could do no better than 
finish fifth, the prize money for 
which will not even get him to 
Oulton this Saturday, even though 
he is still second in the Townsend 
Thoresen championship. 


Wet night 


With several roads under three feet 
of water and conditions getting 
steadily worse in continuous rain, 
last Saturday night’s Shell 200 Rally 
run by the Shell MC (Carrington) had 
to be stopped at approximately half 
distance in North Wales. 

When the event was stopped, a 
high percentage of crews had already 
retired through the conditions but 
with roads impassable ahead in 
several places in the St Asaph area, 
the organisers had no alternative but 
to send competitors direct to the 
Colwyn Bay finish. 

Overall winners — they were lucky 


not to be baulked as badly as many 
others — were the Escort TC crew of 
Geoff Whittaker/Geoff Hignett. 
They Sreppee 16m. 

Only three minutes separated the 
next five crews. Martin 


Watson/Brian Goff were runners-up 
in their Escort TC, one minute ahead 
of Doughy Roe/Peter Forrester in 
their RS2000 who just inched ahead 
of the similar car of Gareth and 
Gwynn ag og Powe the same penalty. 
In turn, the Mawby brothers beat 
semi-expert crew, G. Davies/P. 
Blackett debuting their RS1800 Mk 
2 who also popes 24m. 

The leader board was completed 
by Bobby Fisher/Kevin Jones in 
another Escort on 26m. Of the well 
known crews who succumbed to the 
weather, Dave Cowan/Fez Parker 
put their new RS2000 off for a short 
time and had to cut controls as a 
result and John Kenrick-Jones/Peter 
Thomas had a wheel-bearing seize on 
their RS1800 and withdrew. 
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which attracted 90 com 


Hopkins the 
third victor 


The third round of the Embassy 
British Rallycross championship 
organised by TEAC at Snetterton 
last Sunday saw Trevor Hopkins 
take his Escort to a close, but none- 
theless convincing, victory in drying 
conditions which tended to favour 
the big-engined Escorts. 

Wit. evor being the third 
winner in as many rounds, this 
Embassy series is certainly proving 
to be a very open affair with 
probably a dozen potential victors 
among the field. The best sixteen 
competitors from the two timed runs 
go forward to the eliminator, and in 
the first set of timed runs Hopkins 

roved himself 1.6s faster than Dave 

uell’s Team Castrol Escort, with 
Trevor Reeves’ 1500 Mini next best. 
In the second set Colin Richards 
rg ge the fastest time to date in 

is V. W. Derrington Escort, his 2m 
55.0s__ bein 2.8s better than 
Hopkins, while local man Nobby 
Cresswell showed a fine turn of 
s -y in his FTC Plant Escort for 
third. 

The only false start of the day 
came in the first of the quarter- 
finals, but in the rerun we were 
treated to a close battle between the 
Escorts of John Smith and John 
Welch, the former just coming out 
on top, with Les Kay and David 
Potter trailing them home. The 1.6 


6 cmuctl ' 
Trevor Hopkins sliding his 
Snetterton on Sunday 
Autosprint Mini of Bruce Rushton 
gave Fuell a hard time in the next 
one, two-wheeling his way to a 
narrow win, as fellow Mini-peddler 
Mick Bird dropped away in his 
Wessex version. John Button had 
only just made the last sixteen 
following a day of drama but his luck 
hadn’t changed for in the next run a 
low-tension wire broke in the 
Autoconti VW and he was forced to 
om off while in front, allowing 

ichards to lead home the con- 
sistently impressive Minis of Barry 
Hathaway and Gordon Rogers. 
Hopkins had no real trouble in 
winning through, as the Minis of 
David Baskerville and Reeves fell 
behind Cresswell. 

Although Rushton was first off 
the line in the first semi-final, John 
Smith was not tardy in displacing 
him, with Fuell and Welch tailing 
them both. The Mini went sick on 
the last tour allowing Welch to shoot 


John Welch in the mud on his way to third place at Snetterton 


Preece takes AM 


Fastest time of day, three class wins 
and a second place all fell to Dave 
Preece when the second of the two 
sprint méetings run by the Aston 

artin OC’s was held at Curborough 
last Sunday. In his 1961 DB4 Preece 
had the best time in 37.18s and he 
repeated his June success of taking 
the award for quickest run. 

Preece scored his first class win in 
the combined classes 3 and 5 when 
he took the DB4 round in 37.76s. 
Soon .after he set BTD in winning 
Class 8 and his second place in the 
sports class was behind Robin Rew’s 

iant Sabre, when he drove his, 
DB4 GT. 

Rew in fact went extremely well, 
his class winning 38.54s, being 
fourth fastest time of the meeting 
titors, 
most of whom had extremely desir- 
able machinery on hand. 

Another driver to collect two wins 


AV iets 


was Derek Edwards with his 1935 
Ulster. He took Class 1 in 45.43s and 
later took the vintage and venerable 
category in 45.41s. 

Reputedly the only one of its t: 
in the country the 1600 Alfa Sud of 
Nigel Rosser took the up to 1600cc 
sports saloons class but only by a 
small margin from Michael Ridley’s 
Morgan 4/4, 

Stephen Bamford weighed in with 
a win in his DB2 in the 13 strong 
class for DB Astons, beating Tom 
Butler by a big margin and he later 
won the Aston Martin handicap 
from Edwards. Winner of the ladies 
handicap was Mrs Jean Moss in a 
DB3 Mk3 convertible. 


BTD: D. Preece nan Martin DB4), 37.18s. 

Class winners: D. Edwards (A/M Ulster), 45.43s; 
S$. Bamford (DB2), 42.38s; Preece (DB4), 37.76s; 
R. Hamilton (DB5), 40.06s; Edwards (Ulster), 
45.41s; N. Rosser (Alfa Sud), 42.24s; Preece (0B4), 
37.18s; R. Rew (Reliant Sabre), 38.54s. 


a to second from Fuell. The 


second heat was lacking a little in 
excitement for Colin Richards made 
a poor start due to his clutch havin; 
failed and his climb through the field 
was slower than expected as his 
sees rack had also gone faulty. 
Nevertheless he made second behind 
Hopkins and ahead of Hathaway 
who suffered some rear end damage 
which ended a good day for the 
Ripspeed car. 

And so to the final with the four 
Hevea» Escorts of Smith, Welch, 

ichards and Hopkins set to do 
battle. Richards again made an 
understandably tardier start so he 
could watch John Smith being sand- 
wiched by the other two. Hopkins 
and Welch were bucking across the 
meadow in very close company with 
Richards looking hard to deprive 
Smith of third, a move which he 
achieved when John spun at the 
hairpin on lap two. On the final tour 
Welch’s engine cut out at the bend at 
the top of the pit and Colin was 
through to second, albeit several 
seconds down on Trevor who really 
seems to go well on this circuit. 

Two other notable events in the 
qualifying runs were the appearance 
of one Rex Greenslade, of Motor 
fame (or infamy?), in the Cole & 
Kirby Fiat 1381 Mirafiore and 
sr the demise of Ron Douglas, 
one of the competitors who has Built 
his car to Group 5 regulations only 
to find that it is necessary to fit a 
dynamo to —— with the RAC 
vehicle regs. (and surely G5 should 
be the more restrictive of the two!). 
Fortunately the much-threatened 
rain kept away and both Embassy 
and the Norfolk crowd were able to 
—ey this spectacular sport in near 
ideal conditions. 


1, Trevor Hopkins (2.0 Escort); 2, Colin Richards 
ge Escort); 3, John Welch (2.0 Escort); 4, John 
mith (2.0 Escort); 5, Dave Fuell (2.0 Escort); 6, 
Bruce Rushton (1.6 Mini); 7, Barry Hathaway (1.4 
Mini) and Nobby Cresswell (2.0 Escort); 9, Gordon 
, Rogers (1.4 Mini); 10, Les Kay (1.8 Escort). 


Lane and ADO 
at Weston 


The Weston Speed Trials to be held 
this weekend once again has a fine 
and varied entry. Many of the hill- 
climb ple are there, including 
Russ Ward, John Meredith (both 
driving the same cars, Meredith’s 
Mini and Ward’s Sprite), Chris 
Dowson, Martyn Griffiths, David 
Franklin (also in his MGB V8 as well 
as his March), Alister Douglas- 
Osborn and RAC champion Roy: 
Lane. They’ll be up against suc. 

regular sprint men as Bob Rose, 
David Render and Dave Harris, so a 
good battle is ensured. An unlikely 
car is the Turbo Volnik of Autocross 
star Nick Seymour in the sports and 
sports racing cars 1301cc to 2000cc. 
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Mexicos 
in for’77 


Despite an announcement at the 
beginning of this year that it would 
be the last when the old style Ford 
Mexico would be admitted to the 
BRSCC Escort Challenge, both Ford 
and the BRSCC feel that it isn’t 
right to change the eligibility rules 
= and it seems that the old style 
exico will be eligible for the Escort 
Challenge yet again next year. 

Some new competitors to the 
series have chosen the new style 
Escort Sport but the old regulars 
have stayed loyal to their Mexicos 
and with so many on the tracks, the 
BRSCC obviously feel that they 
can’t chop them out just yet. 


Four out of five 


With his twin can engined Escort 
again in fine fettle Graham Hatha- 
way stormed to his fourth outright 
win in five events down in Kent last 
Sunday when he collected BTD at 
the Boro 19 MC’s autocross at Stone 
Lodge Farm, near Dartford. His 
winning run of 1m 21.6s left the rest 
of the 72 competitors by almost four 
seconds and Hathaway became the 
first holder of the new Bordar auto- 
cross series and the Barry Streeter 


Soh , 
hile Hathaway ran away and hid 
from the rest there were a couple of 
ea class scraps. In the big engined 
scort class n Jones and Terry 
Panrucker tied on 1m 25.0s but 
Jones got the verdict on aggregate. 

Competition was almost equally as 
close in the 1-litre Mini class where 
Michael Crookes weighed in with a 
1m 25.0s to beat C. Jennings by two 
tenths. 

Biggest class was the over 1300cc 
rally car class and victory went to 
Nick Greenland by more than a 
second in his Escort while Mrs 
Vivien Ayres (Special) beat four 
others in the class including her 
husband to take Class H. 

BTD: G. Hathaway (Escort) 1m 21.6s. 

Class winners: |. Thomson ull 1m 24.6s; D. 
Pescod (Anglia), 1m 29.2s; P. Davies (Triumph 
GT6), 1m 27.2s; D. Lewis (Imp), 1m 37.8s; M. 
Crookes (Mini), 1m 25.0s; A. Jones (Escort), 1m 
25.0s; S. Law (Mini), 1m 24.6s; Mrs V. Ayres 
Erecel, 1m 25.0s; |. Ward (Mini), 1m 30.0s; N. 

reenland (Escort), 1m 26.4s. 


Graham’s strip 


With a number of doubts being cast 
about his engine, Escort iver 
Graham Goode did wee ony he 
could to prove that his engine is legal 
by having the Mallory Park scrutin- 
eers measure his 1300 BDA at the 
weekend. 

Goode has shown tremendous 
form over the past few weekends, 
and practised at Mallory just one 
second behind Vince Woodman’s 3.1 
Capri RS. With wild rumours cir- 

ting, and feeling that he has to 
rebuild the engine soon anyway, the 
ex-Broadsp man went along to 
the scrutineering bay and had the 
Officials remove the head and 
measure it: it worked out at 1297cc. 


®@ The first FF 2000 sports was test- 
ing at Snetterton recently and 
porn lapped just 2s outside 

e FF2000 lap record when fitted 
with a Titan engine. John Morrison 
was the driver. It is expected that 
we'll hear more of which chassis this 
was next week when the first 
FF2000 sports chassis is expected to 
be unveiled midweek. 
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Neighbourly 
arrangement 


With champion Dave Harris still 
without his own car, his Bristol 
neighbour David Franklin, nipped 
through to collect maximum points 
at the Cheltenham MC’s round of the 
RAC Sprint Championship at the 
Royal Naval Air Station at Wrough- 
ton, last Sunday. 

He whipped his March-BMW 742 
round the 2,500yds course in 54.47s 
which was almost two seconds ahead 
of the rest of the main contenders in 
the championship. Harris, driving 
Terry Smith’s car, just edged out a 
determined Rob Turnbull and in turn 
was fractions quicker than David 
Render. 

In the class runs there was a 
surprise when Neal Johnstone's 
Cooper had to play second fiddle to 
the similar car of Michael Williams in 
the up to 1 litre class, the margin 
being almost a second. 

Maurice Gates and Colin Williams 
enjoyed their Tuscan v Carrera 
battle, the TVR getting the verdict 
by three tenths and in the all U2 
scrap in the sports and GT class, 
Ste dient Madge took the honours by 
half a second from Roger Williams. ~ 

In the two smaller capacity single 
seater classes, David Gould and Rob 
Turnbull both had runaway wins. 
Gould’s Terrapin was more than 
three seconds quicker than the other 
six in his class while Turnbull’s 
BT35 headed the up to 1600ce class 
of eight by almost four seconds 
ahead of Ted Williams in his Ensign. 

Harris took the over 1600cc class 
in 55.98s from Render with Basil 
Stainer third in his 5 litre Lola. 

BTD: D. Franklin (March-BMW), 54.47s. 

Class winners: M. Williams (Gooner) 73.03s; T. 
Wood (Cooper), 70.83s; T. Peak Eseord, 68.14s; 
B. Holloday (Davrian), 71.90s; C. Baxter Marcos 
68.78s; M. Gates Tuscan), 72.30s; S. Madge 
{Mallock U2), 62.38s; P. Lovett (Porsche Carrera), 


) 
20s; D. Gould (Terrapin), 62.98s; R. Turnbull 
——” BT35), 57.63s; D. Harris (McLaren), 
.93s. 


RAC Run off: 1, Franklin, 54.47s; 2, Harris, 
56.28s; 3, Turnbull, 56.35s; 4, Render, 56.51s; 5, 
T. Smith (McLaren), 57.24s; 6, S. Riley (Brabham 
BT33), 57.62s. 


Championship 
positions 


Varley Batteries M to championship: 1, 
Alan Baillie, 170; 2, “The Streaker’’, 129; 3, 
Trevor Scarratt, 113; 4, David Coombes, 104; 5, 
Brian Toft, 81; 6, Tony Ford, 75. 

Chandler Hargreaves Formula Junior champion- 
ship, final pos : 1, George Dudley, 69; 2, 
Norman Greenhalgh, 54; 3, Frank Tiedman, 48; 4, 
Arthur Cumow, 45; 5, Al Black, 35; 6, Ken Moore, 


35. 

MCD Open Single Seater championship: 1, Val 
Musetti, 45; 2, John Wingfield, 25; 3, Keith 
Holland, 22; 4, Nick Whiting, Philip Guerola, 10; 6, 
John Stokes, Jim Kelly, 9. 

_Atlied Polymer Group FF2000 championship: 1, 
Tiff Needell, 72; 2, lan Taylor, 70; 3, Geoff Friswell, 
61; 4, Oscar Notz, 57; 5, Bernard Vermilio, 53; 6, 
Frank Sytner, 40. 

Radio One Production saloon car championship 
over £2400: 1, Tony Lanfranchi, 80; 2, Ivan 
Dutton, Brian Pepper, 71; 4, Derrick Brunt, 59. 
£2000 to £2400: 1, Gerry Marshall, 106; 2, Jeff 
Allam, 104; 3, Nick Waiting, 55; 4, Malcolm Prior, 
26. £1600 to £2000: 1, Eric Cook, 88; 2, John 
Brindley, 63; 3, Paul Haywood-Halfpenny, 53; 4, 
Peter Slade, 43. Up to £1600: 1, Danny Alderton, 
132; 2, Trevor Moore, 79; 3, Pete Smith, 58; 4, 
Wendy Markey, 42. 

Kent Messenger 1000cc saloon car challenge: 1, 
Rob Mason, 69; 2, Richard Oliver, 44; 3, Mike 
Chapple, 19; 4, Colin Craven, John Schneider, 15; 
6, Brian Prebble, 13. 

RAC National Formula Ford championship: 1, 
David Kennedy, 31; 2, Derek Warwick, 22; 3, 
Kenny Gray, 19; 4, Rod Bremner, 14; 5, Derek 
Daly, 11; 6, John Bright, Jim Walsh, Rick Morris, 


Alan Pond Trophy for special saloons; up to 
1000cc: 1, Bill Barrett, 9; 2, Martin Edwards, 6; 3, 
Nick Birch, 4. 1001cc to 1300cc: 1, Dave Horsely, 
15; 2, Clinton Bourke, 9; 3, Owen Corrigan, Bob 
Morey, 6. Over 1300cc: 1, Jim Evans, 20; 2, Keith 
erat 13; 3, Malcolm Stephens, Doug Emms, 


Ja 


Pearce reduces the gap 


The rain just came in time for the 
Maidstone and Mid Kent MC’s clas- 
sic sporting trial on the slopes of the 
North Downs near Detling. Being a 
BTRDA/Semperit and RAC event 
plus the added interest of counting 
as the first round of the new Pit Stop 
Southern Championship, so the com- 
petition was keen. A good entry 
gathered under clear skies but the 
tricky chalk going soon had the 
wheels spinning — the rain having 
made a good job. As is now custom- 
ary competitors started at various 
hills so the whole area buzzed with 
song. Last year’s Pit Stop Champion 
Gordon Jackson made a promising 
start in his modified steering Ibex 
but a clever tree branch lanced the 
rad and put an end to the Jacksons’ 
efforts. Jack Pearce set about the 
trial and ear marked it on the first 
round leading the scoring with a 
super 20, John Murrell showed ex- 
cellent form holding second place on 
25 ahead of John Hopkins 28, Julian 
Fack, 29, Paul Liddard, 30, Dennis 
Allen, 33, Paul Ashby, 37 and Tony 
Mitchem, 39. Ron Kemp retired and 
Colin Taylor was suffering from 
moth balls in the carbs and was well 
down the charts, but it had been a 
long summer! 

Lunch was taken and chance to 
get —- for the remaining two 
rounds of ten hills. The ground had 


Bad double 


Frank Tiedman, president of the 
Monoposto Racing Club, has not 
been having a happy time racing the 
Formula Juniors in which he started 
rackie. At Phoenix Park ten days 
ago, he wrote off his Lola in the 
biggest possible way, finding one of 
the Park’s infamous lamposts and 
throughly totalling the car, being 
lucky to step out unharmed. 

Undaunted, he then moved on to 
Mallory Park this weekend for the 
Chandler Hargreaves round but once 
again, he smashed up his mount, this 
time a Lotus. Not a very good way to 
celebrate one’s 25th anniversary in 
racing, but he has a whole winter in 
which to rebuild both cars as it was 
the last round of the Chandler Har- 
ot ing series in which he finished 
third. 


@ Nick baby - was a happy man 
after the weekend. Changing his 
Escort’s engine builder to John 
Robinson, he found himself 0.5s per 
lap quicker at Aintree and a whole 
second better off at Mallory Park, 
winning both races he entered at the 
weekend in his All Car Equipe 
Escort. 


dried out and grip was easier to find. 
Jack Pearce took the second round 
with 23, and Julian Fack was one 
point behind. Dennis Allen on 26 re- 
mained in third place, Colin Taylor 
moved up with a 28 and ‘“‘Smiler” 
Mitchem improved by notching a 30, 
the.same as Paul Liddard; who was 
finding stip with his new pair of 
Semperit M401 Radials. Tyre boots 
appear to be Semperits again this 
season, and the 750s and 950s are 
also turning to M401s. 

The final round saw Jack Pearce 
win the day recording the best round 
of 13, an — closer to Julian 
Fack in the RAC Championship race. 
Fack’s 19 final fling gave him second 
in the Bossom. Third best went to 
Colin Taylor with a 20 which pulled 
him up to fifth behind Dennis Allen 
and John Murrell with Paul Liddard 
tieing for fifth. John Benson had a 
pose day and John Hopkins slipped 

ack from his early form. Don Clarke 
took the 950 class in his new car and 
Cyril Gamblen took his accustomed 
750 win. The Maidstone Club soon 
had full results run off on the dupli- 


_.cator enabling the trials fraternity to 


continue the trial in their minds for 
the rest of the night, and possibly 
move up a couple of places. 

1, Jack Pearce, 56; 2, Julian Fack, 72; 3, Dennis 
Alien, 82; 4, John Murrell, 86; 5, Colin Taylor, Paul 
Liddard, 89. Best 950: Don Clarke, 144. Best 750: 
Cyril Gamblen, 130. 


Valli turns to 
Shakespeare 


Chris Meek made no mistakes last 
weekend when he kept his Lotus 
Europa pointing in the right direc- 
tion all the way to win the Cadwell 
Park Prodsports race. This time it 
was the turn of his Biba Cosmetics 
team-mate Valli to spin — twice each 
time to the detriment of one Lionel 
Shakespeare. 

On lap two Valli spun away her 
class lead at the bottom of the 
mountain collecting Shakespeare’s 
elderly Triumph TR6 and rendering 
it immobile. en three laps later 
Valli —_ lost her Sprite at the 
same place the unfortunate Lionel 
could only watch with an incredulous 
mixture of horror and disbelief as the 
wayward car savaged the other side 
of the Triumph. 

After Valli said her brakes had 
faded and Mr Shakespeare stated, 
when he had recovered his voice, 
“she had two bloody tries and I 
think she has finished me” — sadly 
the Triumph is a “write off’. 


55 
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SILVERSTONE 


Without doubt the most important 
race meeting on Saturday is the 
BRDC’s fine seven race meeting at 
Silverstone over the Grand Prix 
circuit. Yes, it’s Silverstone finals 
day again, and in the highly ree 
event that the racing isn’t too good, 
there’s always a fine party after 
racing’s over. 

But there’s every reason for the 
racing to be excellent. For a start, 
Formula Ford over the Grand Prix 
circuit is magnificent, and there are 
two heats of seven laps and a final of 
ten laps for Brush Fusegear Formula 
Fords. Jim Walsh is already cham- 
pion but just to make sure, he’s sure 
to be battling it out with such FF 
aces as Derek Warwick, Chris 
Skellern, Philip Bullman, Matthew 
Argenti, Bernard Devaney, Irish- 
man Michael Roe, Mark Syms, and 
many others. 

The historical angle is provided by 
the Oldham and Crowther Thorough- 
bred sports cars where Healeys take 
on Jaguars, and other representa- 
tives of the ’50s, while the Clubmans 
boys have a fine 15 lapper with such 
drivers as Nick Adams, Creighton 
Brown, David Manley, Vernon 
Davies, Tim Gath, Alex Ferrada, the 
Farthings and Brian Mitcham — the 
best of Clubmans racing for Tri- 
centrol points. 

The Esso Uniflo round has a 
phenomenal number of special 
saloons with battles all down the 
classes, it should be really excellent, 
but expect overall honours to be 
taken by Gerry Marshall’s Baby 
Bertha and a good battle for second 
place. 

Finally, there’s a special race for 
ae ET saloons for the Marshall 

ingfield Trophy, and if you remem- 
ber the last production saloon event 
over the GP circuit, you know what 
value this will be. There are three 
Opel Commodores (Tony Lanfranchi, 
Gilbert Greenall, Brian Pepper), five 
BMW 3.0 Sis (Derrick Brunt, 
Graham Miles, David Taylor, Adam 
MacMillan and Simon Watson) and 
three Capris, the best being for Phil 
Dowsett, plus Andrew Jeffrey 
coming down from Scotland. Sadly, 
Marshall himself only has one class 


competitor in Bill Struth, but in the 
Mazda class, there are cars for Alan 


Minshaw, John Brindley, Peter 
Slade and Paul Haywood-Halfpenny 
which should be good, while slip- 
streaming a Honda might be fun for 
Peter Smith and Trevor Moore. 

There’s no doubt the day’s racing 
should be most exciting, but don’t 
read about it next week, for far too 
much will be going on to be included 
in these pages: the only way is to be 
there. It all starts at 9am with prac- 
tising and racing from 1.30pm. 


OULTON PARK 


It’s different people in different cars 
time at Oulton on Saturday when the 
Mid Cheshire Motor Racing Club 
organise an eight race eating: 
Janet MacPherson drives her newly 
acquired ex-Robinson 5.0 McLaren 
M19, Creighton Brown drives the 
Team Ardmore F2 March, Jim 
Evans drives the Simms Chevron 
B24 and other entries are for the 
Silverstone brothers in their F3 
Marches, Kim Mather’s March 752, 
and Roger Heavens’ March 762. 
These are entries for the MCD 
single seater round, but really close 
racing will take place in the two 
heats and a final for the Townsend 
Thoresen FF round, where many of 
the FF aces are entered, while the 
special saloon round for Simoniz 
ints should see a good dice 
tween Stuart Graham’s Camaro, 
Nick Whiting’s Escort and Tony 
Rosen’s Capri. Historic sports cars, 
where John <4 appears with his 
Chevron B8, Clubmans and a non- 
championship special saloon car 
race, complete the programme. 
Racing starts at 2pm 
practice from 9 am. 


SNETTERTON 


The accent is on history and saloons 
when the BRSC organise 
Snetterton’s 25th anniversary meet- 
ing on Sunday. The historical angle 
is provided by such well-known 
names as Roy Salvadori, Jack Sears, 
John rig ‘ommy Bridger, Innes 
Ireland, Dan Marguiles and Jim 
Russell who contest ten laps of the 
circuit in ShellSport Escorts, while 


after 


nternational events 


Date Venue Event 
‘Oct 3 Mosport Park, Canada Canadian Grand Prix — World Championship for Drivers, round 14 
Oct 3 Vallelunga, Italy European Championship for Formula Three drivers, round 10 
Oct 3 ; lorena teen European Championship for Touring Cars, round 9 
Oct 3 Mugello, italy European Championship for GT cars, round 7 
Oct 3 Laguna Seca American F5000 Championship, round 6 
Oct 3 Albi, France ‘ T, GT, SP 
Oct 3 Bathurst, Australia _ yourgaers 
Oct 3 Osterreichring, Austria T, GT, FV, FF 
» @,06 _~ 
orl events 
Date Venue Event Status Club 
Oct 2 Procter and Gamble car park, Newcastle Rally O° Tynemouth & DMC Lindisfarne Rally, RAC Rally Championship 
Oct 2 Silverstone Race Meeting R BRDC Brush Fusegear Formula Ford, Thoroughbred Sports Cars, 
Special Saloons, Production Saloons, Clubmans 
Oct 2 Oulton Park Race Meeting R i Libre, Special Saloons, FF, Clubmans, Historics 
Oct 2 Kirkistown Race Meeting R ; 
Oct 2 Weston-super-Mare Sprint N 14.15 Weston Speed Trials 
Oct 2 Lydden Sprint C/int Sevenoaks & DMC 12.00 a Y 
Oct 2 Coventry Trial - MCC 02.30 Edinburgh Trial & i 
Oct 2 Station car park, Ruthin Rally R Chester MC 10.00 Centrian Stages, WAMC Championship 
(MR116/1243585} : : ; 
Oct 2/3 Hartford Motors, Oxford Rally R CSMA _ 22.30 Starlight Rally, LCAMC Championship 
r A 4 Group) ‘ 
Oct 3 Snetterton Race Meeting N BI (EA) 14.00 a Gl nag tes Production Saloons, FF, Mexicos, 
naults, Historics i 
Oct 3 ‘ Brands Hatch Race Meeting R Rochester MC 14.00 indylantic, SuperVee, Monoposto, FF, Special Saloons 
Oct 3 Croft Race Meeting R NSCC 14.30 FF, Libre, Special Saloons, Modsports, Clubmans 
Oct 3 Lydden Race Meeting R WECC 14.30 Special Saloons, Modsports, Minis, Libre, 
Oct 3 Curborou Sprint Rr MAC Vee, Four, FF, F1300, 750F 
Oct3 Sprint : R BARC (Surrey) 
Oct 3 Knockhill iF» Rally cross R 750 MC 
Oct 3 Hawkedon, nr Bury St Edmonds Autocross R West Suffolk MC 
Oct 3 Claydon's Farm, Back Lane, Autocross R Billericay MC 
F ‘ast Hanningfield 
Oct 3 Park Hall Leisure Centre Autocross A. Longton and DMC a = 
Oct 3 Knebworth Park, Herts Speedocross R Falcon MC _ - 
Oct 3 Crystal of Hull, Holderness Road, Rally R N. Humberside MC Crystal Stages 
ull (MR107/109205) ; 
Oct 3 Herp Farm, rie or Sporting Trial Cc 750 MC Autumn Trial 
Maidstone (MR1i72/763600) 
Oct3 Biggin Hill, Kent Autotest R Southern CC Allen Autotest 
Oct 3 Autotest cP Propellers MC = 


Hawker Siddeley Dynamics, 
Hatfield 


the car side is provided by the fine 
historical entries for the Archie 
Scott-Brown trophy; some of the 
cars entered were actually driven by 
Archie himself. 

The saloon side at this meeting is 
of the nighast standard, with both 
rounds of the Keith Prowse RAC 
Touring car championship and the 
Radio One Production saloon car 
series, as well as Debenhams Escorts 
and Renaults 5s lumped together in 
one race. They kick off the meeting, 
and among the drivers are Neil 
McGrath, Divina Galicia and Barrie 
Williams (Renaults) and Graham 
Hollis, John Waterman, Neil 
McGrath (not possible), Wayne 
Wainwright, John Waterman and 
Martin Hone (Escorts). The Radio 
One round will have all the usual 
competitors who survive the pre 
vious day at Silverstone, and the 
battle in the big class should be 
are four Opel Commodores (Tony 

anfranchi, Gilbert Greenall, Noel 
Edmonds and Brian Pepper) against 
four BMW 3.0 Sis (Simon Watson, 
Derrick Brunt, Graham Miles, David 
La pg against three Capris (Pete 
Hall, Ivan Dutton, Jim Marsden) 
r= two Dolomite Sprints. Ge 

arshall and Jeff Allam have their 
Magnums, and Mazdas are entered 
for Alan Minshaw, John Brindley, 
Peter Slade and Freddie Jacks. 
Finally, the up to £1600 p criare will 
be trying to catch Danny Alderton. 

There’s a 15 lap Formula Ford race 
for the Polydor Trophy with Philip 
Bullman and Roy James looking 
ew likely for victory. The 

eith Prowse competitors are 
divided into two races, the Toyotas 
of Win Percy and Barrie Williams 
looking likely for overall victory in 
the first, while the up to 1300cc 
pce wie eee to pass Bernard 

nett’s all-conquering Avenger GT. 

The bigger class has a mob of 
Capris for such aces as Chris Craft, 
Vince Woodman, Gordon Spice, Tom 
Walkinshaw, Brian Muir and Colin 
Vandervell em by the lone 
Opel of Richard Lloyd. But the 
1600cc to 2300cc cars should be up 
there as well with Andy Rouse (Dolo- 
mite Sprint), Dave Brodie (Mazda 
RX3) and Gerry Marshall (Vauxhall 
Magnum) all looking very com- 


‘should include Jim Evans, 


petitive. 

This fine day of racing starts at 
9am with practice, and the first race 
is at 2pm. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Indylantic return to Brands Hatch 
again this Sunday for their ninth and 
penultimate championship round, 
and once again, battle is sure to be 
joined between oe Rouff (last 
weekend’s winner), Tony Trimmer 
— found mye = need of 
“sharpening up”) and championshi: 

leader Ted Wentz. Asound 15 anes 
are expected for the various super 
sprints and the lengthy final, but 


last weekend’s round showed 
proniion, so it’ll be interesting to see 
ow it shapes up this time. 


Other races at this Rochester MC 
organised event are for SuperVee, 
Monoposto, Formula Ford, Minis, 
Modsports and _ special saloons. 

Racing starts at 2pm. 


CROFT 


The Nottingham Sports Car Club 


run a slightly meagre meeting at 
Croft this Sunday when various Coat 
championships will be decided. Best 
of the entries is that for Formula 
Ford where John Bright is an inter- 
loper to the scene, coming up against 
such local entries as Mick Starkey 
and Peter Harrington. There’s a 
750F championship round with Tim 
Green, John Giles and Lyn Evans 
prominent while specia’ a 
an 
Rogerson and Keith Bowmaker, 
Modsports, and libre/Clubmans com- 
plete the programme which starts 
with practice at 12 noon and racing 
at 2pm. 


LYDDEN 


The West Essex Car Club hold a nine 


race meeting at Lydden this Sunday 
with special saloon, modsports, Mini 
1000 and Mini Se7en re “epee se | 
the tin top brigade, while sing’ 

seaters include Formule Libre, 
Formula Ford, Formula Vee and 
Formula Four. Finally, there are 
amg rounds of F1300 and 
750F. 


Racing starts at 2.30pm are prac- 
tising from 12.30pm. ; 
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Whentyou know what you want.‘ 


MIDDLE TAR GROUPas defined in H.M. Government Tables. 
EVERY PACKET CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 


